Vrazariss 


* 


5 * 85 


F$/PATIENCE- 


"WRITT EN BY FATHER 

- FRANCIS ARIAS, OF THE 
Society of leſus, in his ſecond 

parte of the Imitatiõ of Chriſt 
dur Lord. 


Tranſlated into Engliſh, 


mas veſtras. 


12 55 your Patience you ſhall pollſſ 
. 2 1 ſoules, 


45 of T | Patientil veſtr. poſridebiris an. ts g 


, 


v N 


7 75 . 998 > Js 8270 8 
Js 


THE EPISTLE DE- 
DICATORT. 


75 the rig FY honorable and 
 mo( noble Lady, the 
Lady B. A. 


Un the tranſla- 

* ring of this T rea- 
415 of Patience, | haue had 
no cauſe to exerciſe Pa- 
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IT be Epillle + 
with a great deale of guſt, 
in regard that I was com- 
maunded therein by your 
Ladyship; the expreſsion 
of whoſe will giues euer 
occaſion of much ioy to 
mee. Now therefore, ſince, 
vpon the matter, it came 
from your Ladyship, it is. | . 
but reaſon that it returne 
ga gaine; though it muſt not 
be without the intereſt of 
my humbleſt thankes for 
your miniſtring mee ſo | ,, 
aire an occaſion, whereby 
I may haue ſeen more :x 
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FF ' Deatcatory. 
b, cleatly what in my ſelfe 
; oughr to be; and conſe- 
ir quently what I am not: 
To the end that hereaf- 
Ir ter, if I growe not more 
patient, yet at leaſt I may 
„ grow more hũble, through 
E | -the' too certaine know- 
edge of my great de- 
„ Fects. |: {10-901 
t | + Your Ladyship, J aſſure 
| | my ſelfe, will be pleaſed 
r |. tolooke vpon it with at- 
o | \tention; eſpecially in re- 
Y gad of vat it ĩs init ſelfe; 
2 though partly alſo be- 
y b * 3 cauſe 
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cauſe it is a oore preſet of | 
mine And{shall pray our 
good God, with uhole my 
eart, that you alſo may 
Ss much the better by it, 
in thankinghis l 
ieſty, for that hich you 
hall perceiue him to haue 
giuen you, and in ptay- | if 
ing him hard, to: enrich} ..; 
you, with akarkbiacy you! © 
may yet finde your ſelſe 
Aa this vertue to want. 
And if his holy vame may 
be glorified hereby, 24 
8 1 ſoule and mine N 


en 


* ,Dedicatory. 
ff ſiſted to doe him the bet- 
iter ſeruice, it is that very 
y reward, which moſt wil- 
y lingly 1 would beſtowe 
t, pon my ſelfe for thislittle 
a« labour, though I had all 
u power in mine owne hãds: 
ic | yours Ladyships, I moſt 
y- humblie kiſſe, and doe you 
h reuerence, with the hart of 

bu A moſt obliged and 
fe! moſt humble ſeruant 
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 ſaffering the miſeries of this _ with | 


Ption, aud Birthʒand of the example of * 


Aured the companyof tbe picked, ad 
of the example of Patience F Which be 


With ſo great good Will. 
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Which he gaus vs, by ſuffering them | 


tre 
„bop. 5. — Patience, 2 0 A. 
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wan and edification of our ſoules; 
 ÞZ © Chap. 6. Of the Patience her- 
„ Dub des ought 80 ſuſſer the loſe of 
tmporali goods, aud of the example 
vel brit our Lord: gave vs herein. 
Chap. v. Of «be Pauens, her- 
: with wor are to endure corporall infit- 
| Iniries;amd of the example, WhichChrift 
1 bog Lord ha th giuen vs herein. 
Chap. 8. Of the other great bene» 
_ 7 | fer, Which are draten from corperali 
7 N When cbey aue birne with 
Char p- W herdiir: ioronfirmad;, 
3 of Saints, he great 
7 the ſruire of ficknes , ami otbar tribu- 
| lation is; and boy this is an eſſect of 
11 > | Gods mercy, Which he the ve: 10 werd 
is | bis friends. 
2 Chap. 10. Of the ſruite of the en- 
225 treaſe of Faith, and Patience , Whnch: 
„ *. miſt gatber from the Patience, 
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Which the Saints bane abe ved is ſuſe- 
Ting their infirmities and painter. | | 
Chap. u. Of che Patience her- 
with diſcomforts, end ſpirituall deſola- \ 
tion, are to be endared;and of theex#- | 
Ne Which Chrift our Lord gave bereof, | ,_ 
Chap. n. of the neceſeuy, ana fruiss f 
of Patienee;and bod it n 4 ſigus of the | 
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Chap. 13. HoWpleafing the vertue | | 
of Patience is to God, and of the great | 
fanonrs Which be affoardes them, Who | 
Chap. i. Of cbe meanes,Wbereby | 
the vertus of Patience may be obtained; | 
Which is,that Wee be Watchfull to con- fg 
ſider the fruite thereof, and the exam v 
ples hereby Wee baue been taught it 
by c our ll. N. 
Chap. 5). Of other meenes Who! by | pai 
Wee are te obtiine , and conſerue the | wha 
vertuc of Patience, namely to confider | 
our finncs , and to reſort to Almighty | Þ 
Gag, for the remedy thorevf. ! 


A prajty | 


4 prager for obteining Patience of 
F 9 God. 


Hy doc I complaine, 6 Lord, 
A when 1 am wronged, or affli- 
ed vaiuſtly; if Icall to minde 
how pricuouſly I haue offẽded thee, how. 
> often I haue de ſerued Hell; ho mu thy 
* mercy is, appointing me to ſuffer light 
temporall puniſhment in this life, wheras 
I baue deſerued moſt grieuous and euer- 
laſting torments, in the next? For it is not 
| fitting that there ſhould be delicate meme» , 
bers vader a thorny head, and which bath 
deen moſt cruelly vſed for them. Why 
mould I complaine , if I doe but remem- 
ber, that for ſuffcring patiently for a time 
1 theſe preſent labours, thy mercy will cõ- 
fort me, and with thine owne hand thou 
wilt wipe the teares from mine eyes, and 
g | Wile giue reſt to my broken and afflicted 
| ? bones, and that thy comfort and reward 
will be according to the meaſure of my 
Patience and ſuffering , Let therefore 
8 | Wharſocucr aduerſities reine downe ypon 
me for thy ſake, © Lord, ſo that thou giue 
me ſtrength and ſpirit to endure them: 
F ” becauſe that, without the belpe of thy 
' grace, the weakenes of my nature would 
; ns faile, 


Fajle. Make me, 6 Lord, to beare all fille 
judgements, vaine ſuſpicious , flaunders, 


al iniuries couragioufly, withaurrepinng, + 

inning, without — 4 
without any interiour feeling of them, 
teriour ſigne ander 
my ſoule be ſo much the more ioyed and 


without .comp 
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the more innocont it findethiit ſelſe, and $ 
free from 3 with. it 2 Fe 
ged Strengthen my ſoule, 0 Lord, with 
— e and .louc of thy moſt ſa- 

.ercd Paſſion, that I may not only beare 
| t aduerſities with joy, but allo 


the knowledg 


wich them when they are abſent: and 
that 1 
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SHORT TREATISE OF 
'& PATIENCE VVRITTEN BY 

Father Francis Artias in the 
8 ſeoõd part of his booke of the 
' "imitatis of Chriſt our Lord. 
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5 1 hat vertue of Patience can« 

; bf; an how the ſupernaturallfee . 

obogre, God. 115 neceſſary for 
N ſu the wiſeries of this 


; Al 
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L e Patience, : 


1 -- T en to the vertue 
s of true e to ſuf- 
e all. thoſe chinges, 
I d e ſerue for 
the 


2 | A ort ereatiſe 


fly from chem , he doe peg 
which i is faulty, and contraty to 
the will of Almighty God It 
the fr ; al: ro Patience. rhat 
rrow. which. ay 
1210 in the ſoule of man, hy 


the approach and ,preſe; 
miſerics x Len oderated A- 


dued in ſorte, as that it 
. de e to thb fame 1 
ſont: | 


by puttin 
der 150 | 1 
frem the ig t U 
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maundment; more 4 


ps _ ing «cher. | 
morrall or venia ag en | 


Patience there ate of yt 
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| N Patience, "Chap. 8 I 
jop 5 


hich belong te C. 
rh l anne 


; Ne: 7 Patience co 125 | 
in thioſecuills of j puni imenc, 
/ which happen to vs by the will 
Kot . with A a moderate and 


i whom e 5 


, e n Ag other 
nos ar the hand pfod, 


$47 the 


7 
40 * — 


arrow an Arie 


* throingh 
the 


Oe true conſtancy a; 
ng in not Fe 
thole ſebürges, and contradi- 
Qiohs, which.comerd ys in this 
life froth the hand of God; and 
prhers haue too exceſſiue ſence | 
et hereof , and are too much af- | 

ied and diſmaied cherby;bur 
the true vertue of Patience, and i | 
true wiſdome ' reacties 1 to 
Hold che meane between thoſe S 
0 remes. In ſuch ſorte, as 
tear a Chi 
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99040 . 
| times, thar ſome, whena crofle 
1 arriues, or when a vrong is offe- 
ted, doe by the helpę of God 
: beare i it well at rhat time; and 
Fer temembring it afterw ard; 
' ] fall either into ſorrow, or into 
rage, with impatience againſt 

dim Yb offended chem the 
e Saint pronoun erthiy.Hy 


Is the poſſeflor of tri Fund 
o at the time when he recet- 


N 12 the hurt, doth beare it withs 
e | ot inordinate grief; and ohen 
N Afferv acc he beppenes roreme- 
x | berir, reioyces and is glad rhat 
f | heedured tr. And the end which 
1 a faithfull Chriſtian is to hould; 
in the ſufferice of theſe puniſh- 
"1 wg and in vſing this te 
tion, and in putting this re- 
„nd 1 * ſtraint 


i 4 unt arts 
nin; rpon Bae aſt be to 
| 810 The good 


U nd to, will 
will of 


wills. For the 
God is, that a maſhouJd 
yadergoe that euill of puniſh- 
ment by whatſoever, way it 
coe tab lee whether ic he by 
meanes.of divells., or men, or 
other. 8 For by whatſo+ + 
meanes it comes, ods 1 
l Ae 75185 firſt ean 


nen ut? 
the! cof, as | 


ang 5 we 
wings to 


hem frõ his hand. 
his. Saint Paules aduice, Heb, | | 


19% when he ſpeakes hug g his | | 


fairhfull ehildren. Becauſe you | 
are encountred with ſo _ . 
eroſſes, which aſſault the ſt — 1 

of your hearts, you haue ne . 
Patience, whereby you may in 
all thinges;performs the will of | 


God, 


of Paſience. Chap. . 7 
God, and yeeld entire obedien- 
2 to his en ee And 
mplying: after this manner 
, 7 1s heauenly will, you ſhall 
| ebraine thoſe maſt high and 
' ecernall benedictions, which the 
' Djuine Maieſtie hath promiſed 
| yoſuch as keepe his law we. 
_ | ,,, Now by reaſon that mans 
„ Veaknes, after the fall of Adam, 
1a OB 8770 is a matter of much 
u- | diffi Os hi. to ſafer all 

1 euils of puniſhmer, which, 
1 e to N this life, wich 
ats | fuch ſtrength of minde, as that 
nd» | He, tranſgrefle not the bounds 
eb | of reaſon, and the lawe of God. 
3 And fre confi der. aur in — 
tural} force, not onely isthis 
| Bu for him , bur ns im- 

| poſſible. For though as Saine 
| Fhemes faith well, a man, for 
in | he enjoying of temporall bleſ- 
f LY » en Ns * the ſtrẽ geh 
of 
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$ I mort treatiſe 
of nature many grĩeuous thin- 
ges, betauſethe 'naturill loue, 
whichhecarrfes ro himlelf,het- 
pes him on; and with the grea- 


ter naturall loue, he overcomes 


another loue which is leſſeʒ yet 


t obtaine ſpiritualf and eter- 


iſts 


nall bleſſings, whetein con! 


* 


ur ſaluation, which is the true 


end of vertue, he is not able to 


endure thẽ. For a naturall lou 


i ' Time * 5 
is not able to product this ef- 


fect: but a loue ſopernati 


and grace from Heaueh iv need(- | 
fary for the enduring rhereof, 
And fo wee ſee, that the Philofo- 


phers and wife mẽ of the world, 


who by the ſtrayning vpon the 


force of nature, did profeffe ro 


obtaine the true vertue of Pa- 
tience, were able indeed to reach 
but to the ſhadow and apparãce 
thereof, as Saint ch notes 


intheſe rordes. I Ende not, O 


* , 


| JaNdwrherfiretfinde ti wan l- 


tat he ir in fo great moceſſity 
| thatof,: tfhnkuingorelbin this 
. 30 k Ba & wn A 5 Chriſt 


Of Patience. C hap. t. "09 : 


my brethren, that amongſt all 
the wayes of ſpiric which are 
taught vs by our holy Religion, 
! anyone of them is more vſe- 

full, rowards the obtayning of 
er the Kingdome of heauen, then 
this of perfect Patience. hie 
mas profeſſed by the Philoſos 
phersz but as the wiſdome which 
they profeſſed was for the moſt 


part not ſollid, and true ſo nei- 


ther was their Patience; berauſe 


ho man can be truly wiſe, or pa- 
tient, who knoes not the wiſ⸗ 


dome and: Patience of Cod by 


way of faith. This is the diſ- 


| eourſo of SiiCyprien; e 


wofmaniieſo great; in ſuffe- 
ning eroſſes with Patients, and 


5 <1 # Hort. treated 


ou , 
Chaiſt, our-Lord, ro prouide vs 7 
vit hto. very prineipall. aud 


efficacious .remedies ,'- for the 
ſtrongthening of our weakenes, 


and Arche exalting of our na- 


dure; in (uck ſorte, as that it 
might obtayne this diuine ver- 
tue, and the perfection thereof, 
with much facility. One of theſe 
meanes; is the example of his 
moſt holy life, & paſſion, wher- 
by ue may be animatedto beate 
eroſſes with Patience; and the 
other are thoſe ſupernaturall 
hel pes, and-ſuccours of grace 
_ whichhedeſetued for vs, bychis 
ſufferings. Let us vheeformges 
& elaring the dhieſ raampl i of 
hifllife; iwhesebyhe moucizand 
Nerſu:ades vs, 70% ſuſfar all che 
adiferf@ics; paines, ormonta 80 
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2 Of Patience. Chap. i. 1 
cer ing chem at good leaſure, 
and wich true feeling and ſpirit, 
the wer may ſtirre our ſelues vp to 
an effectuall purpoſe, and deſire 
to bvare Croſſes. And ſo alſo, by 
A 45imely faith of thoſe ſo holy 
et- 2 bleſſed Myſteries, & by the 
of,  the;meanes-of humble and de- 
eſe unt prayer, we ſhall obtaine all 
tmhoſe ſuccours of grace, which 
; arencedfull for the bearing the 
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eee ot 

Oftbe euils, or inconeniences of payne” 
zi Wichobriſt eur Lard beganne to 
ꝛi gen fem bis Conception, 

14 and of the example of 

| 04 enge, Which be gaue vs thertifle- 
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and forrow .. He inſtancly fl | N 5 
the paine of cold ; for he was | 


born in winter, and in zn o 


vndefended place. And for as | 


much as the body of the infant 


leſus, was extreamely tender, 88 
delicate, in regard that he vas 
of a moſt perfect pure comple- 
xĩon, he felt the iniuries and in- 
eomoditics of the ſeaſon, more | 


then euer anyother infant did; 
oy delicate 'foeuer- he might 


be.V pon the arriuall of the ſea- ; 
venth day, he'felrthe głief and | 
tormẽt of Circumcifion, which | 


who | 


WAS extreme. For 650 they, 


IE 


e ar g 


Rand it; how much m 
muſt — kefus feele 


ey had ec o 


EE Patience; Char p. 2. 2 
vſe of reaſon in perfection. An 
— paine of his was increafed 
in him, becauſe the Virgin, who 

"Was preſent there, and ſawe the 

| blood and reares which the ih- 

| Tahr ſhed , did all melt with 
4 ief;and, hauin g her _ full 
= 2 fdſt dolorouscomps 

| Wouldbeſureroſigh, Ae 
| mmournfull teares. And her moſt 


Dleſſed ſonne, obſeruin the ſor- 


| dae his moſt dere ther, 
; incemp 
And bf whoſe — * t 


knew how: great it Wis: had 
i much pitry of her; and that ; 


f hr — . — 
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"7 A short treatiſe 
and Yerypainfull: aud tocke vp 
the toyle of many: dayesg and 
che, bepiſhmeny laſted "Mapp 
; e 1 
Another zone (orraw 4 
ich Chriſt our Lord enen 
and which began.) in him from 
rhe Taltant of: In Concerning, 
continued 3;lL his eXPILINE: g 
— — Cxoſſe, vas that h 
was cauſed in him, hy all thefπ m | 
nes afglie nt pn t ew : 
kimi 
| | pay ng camigted: 
eps eng ache world; till | 
Nat siche, ang thoſp which: — f 
ch ar — f 


Of Patience.Chap.2, » 
I and ſo much more as a mi loues 
Sod, andhis;neighbours, ſo 
Much more is che o ce of Cod, 
and the loſſe of ſ oules,intollera- 
ble to him. So ſaith Saint Peter. 
8 . 2. c. that the ſinnes of the 
Inhahitants of N 05 


usouſly tormẽt the ſogle o 
Lot, day and ail. Mas 

fore N one A. 0 ſu- 
premely loue the glory the 
eternall eee l the falua- 
7 pa ofiſgy. en ale lawn all 
wayes preſent to him i. ſo many 


Annes, wherebythg ererpall Far 
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leaſed to ſuffer for vs, was te 
rempred by the diuell in the 
efarr. For to be tempted, is to 
be prouoked, and ſolicited to 
fin ; which is a thing moſt vgly 
and to be abhorred . And £24 
was: nor onely 4 vaſt affront ro 
him, by varies whereof he & - 


ereiſed Humifity(a- re haue de- 


_ elswhere;)bur itwas alſo 


n to him, by oc- 
Whetre6f he exerciſed P4- 


one were a 2" great Joifer | 
Lo a gteardeteſter 
of al 0 —1 25 th Jer ; 

zecelvrs 


91 Wotld feats i 
| 0 8b e ed, 
hen I they Idi beate Her 


wo 1 — hn 
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to Al Farher, an 


of Patience. Chap. 2. / 
Yd , ho did ſupremely Ioue 
© will , and go y of his eter- 
who deeply de- 
| reſted all kinde of ſinne, finde it 
for an incomparable Kinde of 
torment, and feele i it more then 
i 12 of the tormentꝭ of his ve: 
Y hon, to ſee himſelf ſolicj 
ted, an Fpfeuoked bythediuel, 
ro_affront his Father, and ro 
ene vo, and (0 ab- 
| I eathing, as fin 19. 
ey WY, 8 | 
ern by another, which was to 
be carryed by the diuell from 
, 5 deſart to the pinacle of eh 
Temple; and from thence to the 
| top ofthe mountaine. Which, 
f Whether i ie were, thit he were 
taken vp. & carryed intheayre, 


ern ſome of the Saints vnderftid 


I: or that the diuel guided him, 


. | Jike one who would lead an- 


. viher by rhe hand as other __ 
; 7 
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che amedive, This inthe ſaying | 


18 4 chore treatiſe |. 
' Jy writers haue conceaued, the 
diuell being ſo wicked , and ſo 
deformed a er e C heat fa 
nic Lord feeing fo ckerly ö 
malice and deformity of 2 


and yet to be ſo long ſo neer 


him, 2 dro be to ched or car- 
12295 him, m mu e 
exceſſiue paine to him, 2s fo | 
equzall ' many tormenti of 
Paſſion . ; Ando doth enge ; 


Þ 

man, was cartyed by 
1 the Citty of Sfx ay it 
cauſer | horrour and amazemet | 
ih as heare it. But ye! it is 
no bender, hr be ſhould fuf- 
fet himſeſfe tobe catryed by the ; 
depill, * is 8 W we | 

s; ſince he was pleaſed to 
be crucified by the gde of | 


| 5 92 22 mJ; whereby he 
| | be tormer to 0 | 


bertel by that infer 
f e divell; imports a kind 
_ 2 l to that o- 
ther torment, of his hauing ba- 
ns crucified by ſinners ;; and fo 
3 it was a moſt greiuon 


affliction to the ſoule of Chri 
All thoſs croſſes and contra: 


n | ditions, which Chriſt aur Lord 


through the whole 
courſsof his preaching; the in- 
iury of ill wordes ; the deeds of 
exſecution which were caſt vpa 
a 3 the ſlaunders, falſe reſti- 
| monics , the attempt to break 


17 his necke de une the hill in Na» 
| zaceth, and toſtone him many 


times in Ieruſalem, belong to 
the vertue of Humility „ In as 


| much as they carryed diſgrace 


and contempt with them; but 
; for 


4 +hort nent 


” 
for him to haue made choice; 


thar they were 


15 9 5 
indure them as ſuch, belonges 
to the vertue of palit And 
Chriſt our Lord indured them 
vich ſo exrreeme Patience, that 


haue taken vẽgeance ofhisene- 
mes, for every one of thoſe pai- 
nei in er; and might 4 
Aal hats deliticred ther 

to the futicofhell, ere we ffs 
fer that torment, which they 


nihilated them, by taking off 
his hand of protection and pre- 
ſeruatĩon From: them; yet he 
would not doe them any hurt at 
all, nor gaue he to them by way 


tir be ſo ſeuere or marpe, as 
abrghe occaſion the leaſt diſguſt 


ro 


and ro baue imbraced them, in . 
olorbut to His heart\andro 1 


wherear be might moſt inftly || 


&eſcrued; orels might haue an- 


of anſwere „ any word, which | 


of Patience, Cha 


: Viithe <a ed chef 
6 5 8 lle 
em holz 1 1 5 0 
e 
ache wordes, Which h Frs 


4 3 ed, wett order, th to 77 
5 16m m doe penance, & that iht 
„might not beloſt ant dambet: 
Hy | but becomeTaued ſoules in hex 
| nen, 


Alt that time did he endure the 
ſociety and the ſinnes of that 
miſerable ludas, wirh ynſpeak- 
able Patience. Our Lord percei- 
tied well, the malice and ingra- 
-7: | titude of his hart; the thefts 
& | which he committed vpon the 
Ames 2, hich. Was deliuered to 
Mis care; & Bar ttechiefy, wher= 
«With he knew he would fell bim 
| Gher'r0 higenemies; and yet d did 
þ nor caſt 15 our of 91 om 
gnity a en 9155 of 


? 
5 hs po- 
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, By theſe examples of Patien- 
fe, which our Lord gaue vs in 
rhe rims of hip e and courſe | 
ot his preaching, lie raught and 
perſwaded vs to haue Patience; 
whereby wee are to ſuffer all the 
crofles and contradictions of 
this life;and all rhe perſecutios, 
oppreiang,and teen 
nor giuing Place, nor;ſo ür 
as entry into our _barts, to 1 
will, or hatred agaiaſtan 


hatred ag y man; 
nor for compla 
ring either 3g 


— 
2 . a Wy: ' 45-4 $650 a nne FIN potato 
3 1 9 © na Br Re TOES” 0 ** n 5 
| EE IT Mx 
„ E 1 % * 1 * WM pF 5 gee 1 AL. oe OB] he NC MEE + YO 
. * 2 $5 Wo FAG Oo r 
81 4 I af _ 1 8 1 J 1 I wy | 0 


6.4 r mur : "4 
7 ae Val 
| | TN SIO FTP nf TAP "= 
Nor get to any inordimate grief? 


„ „ „ 417774 
Ren fene, ler 


* 4 


& 


i ahr Lord. did, teach, 
he was man; nor onely by 


Ni Chr 
word, 
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but by deed alſo, For he 
he came into the world ro 
worke the will of his father, Ang. 
amongſt thole other adniirable' 
| Ver- 
| 


-_ 
þ wo 


— 
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. 
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4 tert treatiſe. 
vertues, whereby he diſcouered 
to vs the Power of his diuinity; 
ond Vas, the Paribice whereby 
he ithirared bis erernall Father; 
and fo all thoſe: thinges which 
ke did, from the rime when he | 
was bornewith mortall fleſh in- 
ro this worſd, di q carry th ſeale 
and Ranips of Patience'y 15 
them. For he tooke on Hin 
hath been ſaid „the waight ofa 
5 ſinnes of men, that I mi 

by ſuffering 12 en 
ar $2 bh pred bye * And a 
t he did him! noe hurt fas 

ut was one 3 
Lede e de. 


Aer e ee e 

rible wieke rode 

Patienti"fo Nats 1 0 
the end of hir! 1 endured 


thelewes whowere incredulous, 
Bun rebelljovs, ,, 


5 tos omni e 


[ 
. 
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Of Patience. Chap. 2. 25 


Andured them in ſuch ſorte, as to 


heape. benefits vpon them; and 
to treate them with meekenes, 
and to receiue ſuch of them to his 
fauour and friendſhip, as would 
be conuerted to him. What grea- 
ter Patience, and what greater 
clemency can be conceiued, then 
by meanes of ſhedding his blood 
to purchaſe, and to impart a life 
of grace and glory to them, who 
through hatred, and by moſt wic- 
ked meanes, tooke a courſe to 
ſpill that very blood? And ſince 
wee are the members and diſci- 
ples of Chriſt our Lord, who is 
the way of ſaluation and life ic 
ſelfe, it will become ys to follow 
his example. Theſe ar the wordes 


red | of Saint Cyprian, 


B THE 


26 bert trtatiſe 
THE HI. CHAPTER. 


Ho Cbrift our Lord endured thecome 
pany of che Picked, and of the ex- 
ample of Patience, Which he gaue 

vs thereby, + 2 


Ne of the thinges which 
O good men finde moſt diffi- 
culty to endure, in this life, is the 
ſociety and conuerſation of wic- 
ked men, whileſt they continue 
Ih their wickednes. For in regard 
that they abhorre ſinne ſo much, 
and haue ſuch feeling of the of- 
fences, which are committed a- 
gainſt God, and of the loſſe and 
damination of ſoules; for them to 
ſee thoſe offences before their 
eyes, and to obſeruetheirneigh- 
bours to lie vnder the wrath of | 
God, condemned and loſt, accor- 
ding to the ſtare of preſent iu- 
”  _ tigg » 


this ſo great miſchiefe, 2 ue 


Of Patiente. Chap. 3. 27 
Rice, & yet not foeling their on 
miſery, by reaſon of the great 
blindenes and obſtinacy, wherein 
they are; and to ſee withall, that 

they can prouide no remedy for 


any impediment to theſe offen- 
ces againſt God, and to this loſſe 
of ſoules; they receiue, I ſay, her- 
by intollerable paine; and carry 


their hearts euen trãſperſed from 


ſide to ſide with the ſword of ſor- 


towzand haue extreame deſires to 
depart out of the ſociety & con- 


uorſation of ſuch ſinners, and to 
be ſtill remayning farr from the, 


And in regard this miſery hap- 
pens ſometimes to good men, be- 
cauſe ſometimes the wicked are 
ſuch perſons, as whoſe company 
they cannot leaue , becauſe they 


ate either ſonnes, or parents, or 


brothers,' or husband, or wife, or 


Z their gouernours, or ſeruaunts of 


B 2 the 


4 shors treatiſe 
the ſame Lord, or ſubiects of the 
ſame Prelate, their paine & grief 

doth extreamly increaſe vpõ this 
occaſien. Now how vehemẽt this 
tormentis , for good men to en- 
dure; and how great deſire they 

haue, for as much as may concer- 
ne themſelues, to depart out of 
their company, Chtiſt our Lord 
himfelf,did õce declare in waigh- 
tie wordes. Matt. 17. Marc 9. When 
he deſcẽded from the Moũt Tha- 
bor, he came to thoſe troopes of 
eople, which were expecting 
kim, and he found his diſciples 

much afflicted and dee eee, L 

in that men had brought one to 


k 


them, who was both a poſſeſſed 


& a lunaticke perſon, whom they 
vers not able to eure. And by oc- 
caſian thereof the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who were preſent , reg 
proached them, as wanting ver- 
tus from heaucn to ſend deuills 

_ out 


* 
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of Patience. Chap. 3. - 29 
* 


they affirmed that their 
Maſter did it in the power of Bel- 
zebub.Saine Marke ſignifies thus 
much, by ſaying that Chriſt our 
Eordfond the Scribes in debate, 
and argument with his diſciples. 
And then our Lord ſaid to them; 
O you incredulous and rebellious _ 
generation, how long (hall I re- 
maine, & conuerle amongſt you, 
how long ſhallI expe you, and 
endure your obſtinacy & malice. 
By theſe wordes did Chriſt our 
Lord declare the trouble which 
the wickednes and conuerſation 
with vitious perſons, who would 
not be conuerted and hindered 
the conuerſion of others, did put 
him to, and that he felt that paine 


more then death ir ſelfe. So ſaith 


Saint Chriſoſtome . Our Lord ſig- 
nified by this, that he euen deſi- 
red death, and that his Paſſion 
was not to be trouble ſom, or grie- 
5 B 3 uous 


30- A bert tnatiſe 
udus to him; bur that the thin 
whereof he was moſt ſenſible, and 
which afflicted him moſt , was to 
conuerſe with rebellious ſinners, 
who made reſiſtance to the truth; 
and ypon whom he ſawe, that the 
fruire both of his life, and death 
would beloſt; 
Now as this was an zmmenſe 
torment to Chriſt our Lord, ſo is 
it very grieuous to bo endured by 
vertuous men But that which 
they are to doe, for ſuffering it 
wich that Pahence which is fit, and 
for gathering from thence, that 
fruite of merits which God deſi- 
res, is this: To diſtinguiſnonthe 
one ſide, by the vſe of reaſon be- 
tween that which is the fault of 
others, and the loſſe of ſoules, and 
the offence of Cod; and that on 
the other fide, u hich i is their owne 
affliction, and paine; and then to 
be afflicted for thoſe ſinnes for 
aſmuch 


Of Patience. Chap. 3. 21 
afmuch as they imply the offence 
of God, and wit hal to be ſory for 
the loſſe, which ſoules receiue 
thereby, and to make inſtant 
prayer to God for them; and as 
for the paine and torment, which 
reſults thereby vpon them ſel- 
ues, to accept it at the hands of 
almighty God, and willingly, to 
be content to ſuffer it, during all 


that time, which God ſhal thinke 
fit not to take them out of that 


company, and conuerſation of 
the wicked. By this meanes, that 


company of the wicked, will be a 


divine Purgatory to them;which 


my clẽſe their ſdules both from 


ſinnes, and the puniſhments due 
thereunto; and a way of exerci- 
ſing chatity and humility, and 
patience, which ar of ſo great 


| worth and merit, and fo very ac 


ceptable in the ſight of Cod. 
And to animate them to ſuffer 
B 4 this 


' 4 hort treatiſe 

this puniſhment with this Pa- 
tiene , they are to confider thoſe 
exaples of Chriſt our Lord, wher- 
of wee haue ſpoken; which: are, 
the immenſe and vontinuall ror- 
mer which he felt inbehoulding 
all the ſinnes of mankinde; and 
that which he felt in being car- 
ryed by the diuell to lerufalem, 


and tothe Mount; & that which 


he receiued by his conuerſation 
with the Iewes, who continued 
rebellious in their infidelitygand 
that particularly, which he re- 
ceiued by — ludas in his 
company, and in the Celledge of 
his Apoſtles. For to this — it 
was, that he choſe that miſerable 


creature for an Apoſtle; as well 


knowing how wicked he was to 
bez and for this, after he was per · 
nerted, did he continue him in 
his owne company ; andhe tole- 

rated him, to the end that . 
| this 


[ 


* 


of Patience. Chap. 3. 33 | 
this example they might ſerioui- 


| F lie endeauour to endure thoſe + 


wicked and peruerſe people with Y 
Patience; whom they might chaũ- 
ce to haue in their neighbours 
hood, their houſe, their family 
and their ſociety. So doth Saint 
Auguitme aduiſe ys ſaying. Chriſt F 
our Lord had one 'amongſt his 
Apoſtles, 'who was wicked z and 
he ſerued himſelfe well of that 
wickednes : Firſt, by complying 
with that eternal] ordination of 


| Cod concerning his Paſſion;and 


ſecondly to giue an example to 

the world, of the Patience wher- 

with they were to endure wicked 

men. | 

Let vs therefore animate our 

felues, by theſe exiples of Chriſt 
our God and Sauiour, to ſuffer 


with a good will, and a conſtant 


minde, whatſoeuer troubles, con- 
tradictions, and croſſes may gfow ' 


he A short treatiſe 


to vs, by our neighbours , „ our 


domeſticks, and our familiar 
freinds;Ler vs conſider and pon- 
der well, what Chriſt our Lord 
endured at the hands of ſinners, 


for the laue of vs; 3 and how he 


hath endured our very ſelues, diſ- 
ſembling our ſinnes, when ve de- 


ſerned hell for committing the; 
beitowing benefits on vs, when | 


wee committed offences againſt 


him; imparting mercies to vs, 


when wee did him wronges; cry- 


inge our, and drawing vs to him, 
and conuerting vs by his grace, 
when we had departed from him, 
and were fled: our of his houſe, 


and were making, warre. again 


his Law. This Patience of Chriſt-- 
ourLord, wherwith as Cod heen. 


dures If nners, & hath-enduted 


our ſe ves; and, as man, endured 


el 2 5 „ 
Id, 


con \*  gurg 


_— — 
an 
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Of Patience, Chap. 3. 35 


"| duce and ſtrengthen vs much, in 


Kore? if. mam 


the way of ſufferance. | 


Grear (ſaith Saint Ambroſe) is 


the Patience of God, in not inſtar - 


lie puniſhing ſinners, but in ſuf- 


| fering them for ſometime, till 
they may be conuerted , And in 
| another place; If our Lord, our 


Cod, and Sauiour leſus Chriſt, 
who with one ſingle word could 
haue caſt his enemies into the 
moſt profound pit of hell, did yet 
endure them with Patience, why 
ſhould not miſerable men, who 
are full of ſinnes endure thealſs 
with Patience, whe in this life they 


kreceiue paine and trouble from 


other meh, dy whoſe meanes they 


Almighty God for theis linnes? 
This is the diſcourſe of Saint 4m. 
broſe . Let vs therefore giue this 
loch to God, that for his loue 
wee may endure all euills of pu- 

= Bs niſhment; 


36 4 chort treatiſe 
niſhment; Let vs yeeld this ho- 
nour a d giue this guſt to Chriſt 
our Sauiour, in that, to imitate 
him, wee may haue occaſion to 
ſuffer all the iniuries; and contra- 
dictions of men. Let vs beſtow 
this beneſit vpon our owne ſou- 
les in wiping away our ſinnes by 
exerciſing this vertue of Patience; 
and let vs fill it full of comforts, 
and merits. For, as Ecclefieflicus 
chap. 1. ſaith, the Patient man ſuffers 
anely during 4 time which is limi- 
ted;and afterward, for his hauing 
ſuffered , Almighty God giues 
him true joy, vhich ſpringes fro 
that grace which at the preſent 
he receiues, and from that hope 
of glory, vherewith he is to be ing 
-gowed afterward. 9 


Of Patience. Chap. 4. 37 
THE IM CHAPTER. 


Of the evils of paine, Which Chrift aus 
Lord ſuffered in bis Paſtion; and of 
the example of Patience, Which bs 

fgaue vs, by ſuffering them-With ſ0 
great good Will, - 


He chief examples of Pa- 
tience which Chriſt our Lord 
gaue vs, were of his moſt ſacred 
aſſion, by reaſon of the many, 
and various kindes of ſorrowes, 
and tormentes which he ſuffered 
therein, with vnſpeakeable Pa- 


gience: and ee will declare theſe 


torments, and the Patiencs wher- 
with he ſuffered them, for the edi: 


fication of our ſoules; and parti- 


cularly that wee may learne to 


ſuffer all the miſeries of this life 


_. with Potience.- | 
When they apprehended our 
Lord 
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38 A v bort treatiſe 
Lord (he giuing them leaue to 
pur the malice and fury of their 
wrathed harts in execution) the 
torments were many , and very 
rieuous which they gaue him, 
with their hands, and feet, by 
cudgells, and jrons, and other 
inſtruments, which they had,and 
vſed throughout that whole way, 
till they came to the houſe of 
Annas. For if, after they had im- 
ployed ypon his perſon, ſo many 
and moſt cruell kindes of tor- 
ment;throughalltharnight,and_ 
ſo much ofthe next day, till they 
nailed him faſt to the croſſe, they 
yet were not ſatiſſied at all; but 
after they hadctucified him, they 
did yet cõtinus to perfecure him, 
with their viperous tongues;z and 
after they had fetched all the 
blood our of his vaines; roge- 
ther with his life, they We bl nes. 
des open hig fdde, and fetch che 
e 5 blood 
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oOf Patience. chap. 4. 39 
blood forth from his very heart; 
vhat is to be thought, that they 


would doe in that furious onſet, 


when firſt they began to exerciſe 
their cruelty vpon him, and to 
ſtreame our their deadly poiſon 
againſt him, which had lyen for 
ſo long time horded vp in their 
malitious heartes? 

In the houſe of Caipbas, the 


High Prieſt, whe Chriſt our Lord 


had confeſſed who he was, and 


vhen all the Iudges had conde m- 


ned him as a blaſphemous persõ, 

and worthy death; the ſoldiers & 
Miniſters of iuſtice, together with 
the ſeruãts of the Prieſts in vhoſe 
er he was, ruſhed in vpõ him 
h Gttreame cruelty, and moſt 
jeuouſſy tormented him, with 
öffers, blowes, and ſpirring on 


{ Hit Wins, an d they vent continuing, 


augmentin >rhoſeromients, 
1 that whole night f 
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4 aber traatiſe 
with many inuentions, all fall of |; 
cruelty & helliſh fury. And ſome 
holy men, to whom God hath re- 
uealed many ſecrets of his life & 
death, haue ſaid, that in that |; 
night, our moſt bleſſed Lord was | 
ſtroken foure hadred times, with | 
hard buffers , and cruell blowes, | 
vpon his face and necke , and all 


the reſt of the parts of his moſt 


bleſſed body. : 

This paſſed i in the houſe of the |- 
High Prieſt; z and nom, let vs ſee, | 
what torments he ſuffered inthe | 
houſe of Pilace. The ſirſt was, to 


be bound to a pillar, and there to 


be moſt cruelly ſcourged. What 
extreame paine muſt it be, for 
him to be tyed ſo forcibl K 8 . 
pillar, thar the cordes x} 
would be ẽtering ſodeep i 543 i if 
delicate fleſh, — to make the“ 
blood euen breales forch? What 


u, nay what flood of or- 


ments, 


Or | euerye: one of thoſe ſcourges , 


x of Patience, Chap. 4. ©BiÞ 


> [did it, were moſt cruell, conſiſting 
of ſharpe rods, and biring cords; 
| which (as many affirme ) had 
| hookes and ſpurres of. iron at 


all were full of mortall hate and 


» | cred fleſh was moſt tender, and 


of the blood of that moſt pure 


other men, the feeling ofa dee- 


the imagination; & ſo they haue 
ns feeling of other leſſer paines: 


ments, would it be, for him to 
be ſcourged after that manner. 
For the whippes; wherewich they 


the ends thereof. The executio- 
ners were ſtrong, fierce & many; 
ho yet changed by turnes; and 


ſpite againſt our Lord. His ſa- 


moſt delicate, and all framed 


Virgin. The imaginatiue parte 


vf Chriſt out Lord did perceiue 


vhich they gaue him, after a moſt 
diſtinct and perfect manner. In 


* 


per paine or grief doth aſtoniſh 


and 
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and therefote it happens, that 


ſome ma may haue his very skull 


parted , and his body thruſt 
through, and yer not feele the 
painez by hauing his imaginatiõ 
fo much imployed, and diſcom- 


poſed by his inward Paſſion and 


rage. But in Chriſt our Lord it 


was not ſo: for he had his imagi- 


nation, and the apprehenſion of 
his ſoule ſo perfectly bent vpon 


euery particular paine; which he 


felt, as if he had onely felt that 
ſingle paine; & rhe ſence and ap- 
PRI ſton of one paine, did not 

inder his feeling of any other. 


And this proceeded from | the 
great perfection which he had in 


all the powers and (ences , both 
of his facred body , and ſoule, 
Thoſe ſcourges being ſo cruell, 
and thoſe executioners being ſo | 
able and ſtrong, and his ſence f 


the paine ſo perfect, there was be · 


ſides, 
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| fides , ſo great multicude of 
ſtrokes, and blowes, which he 
receined, that ſome holy men af- 
firme, that thoſe which were in- 
flicted vpon him at the pillar, 
did paſſe the number of fiue thou- 
ſand . And not onely did they 
ſcourge his backe, but after they 
had dreſt that in ſuch a faſhion, 
that there was nothing to be ſeen 
but wounds and blood, they vn- 
tyed him firſt, and then tyed him 
againe, with his backe turned 
towards the pillar; and ſcourged 
him the ſecõd time, uith the ſame 


eruelty, vpon the belly, breſt, 


{ face, & all the other parts, which 
were diſcouered in ſuch ſorte, as 
that the v hole moſt holy body of 
Chriſt our Lord , was flead, and 
palowed ouer, into ſuch furrowes, 
as diſcouered the very bones. And 


he who had bene the moſt beau- 


tifull of all thoſe men whom Cod 
N euer 


any 
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euer made, remained fo disſſgu- 
red, and deformed, chat it was e- 
uen a horrour to behould him. So 
ſaith Saint 4*guiiine. The force 


of thoſecruell ſcourges beingre- | 


newed ſo many times,did breake 


the skin;and diſcouered the very 


fleſh of the moſt blefled body of 
Chriſt our Lord. 

That rorment ofhis ſcourging 
was followed by that other tor- 
ment of the crowne of thornes. 
For thoſe Pagan ſoldiers,to plea- 
ſe the chiefe of the- Ieues, and (as 
Saint CbriſoFome ſaith) for the 
intereſt of that money,which was 
giuen them co the end that they 


might be the more cruel rowards | 


kim, tooke our Lord into their 
power, who was already woun- 
ded, and as it were euen all ope- 


ned by thoſe ſcourges.; and then | 


they placed him all tremblinge 
with cold, in the Court of Pilates 
houſe; 
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Of Patience. Chap. 4. 4 
thouſe; and in that publike Thea- 
tte, in the fight of all that peo- 
ple, they ſtript him againe of his 
' ownecloathes ; and they put an 
old purple veſt ypon him for ſcore 
| ,me; and vpon his head a crowne 
ol thornes. 
| This act of theirs, beſides that 
it was of extreame affront (as we 
haue already ſhewed, ] was alſo 
moſt painful to him: for the thor- 
nes, whereof the crowne was wo- 
uen, were extreame heard and 
| ſharpe; and they enuironed his 
| Whole head, and temples ; and 
they paſſed and penetrated them, 
? euecn to the veines, nerues and 
bones; & made his ſacred blood, 
| ftreamedowne ouer his face, bis 
* .necke and his haire. Theſacred 
| bead of Chriſt our Lord had in 
zl that day, & the night before, 
receiued innumerable blowes, & 
Voundes; ſometimes with cud- 
£7 8 gells, 


— 
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ells, other times with irons, 
| non Per} with ſwordes, other ti- 
mes with gauntlets , and often 
with the fiſts; and by this meanes 
it was ſo battered, that whatſo- 
euer touched it, cauſed exceſſe of 
paine being then ſuch already, 
and then inſtantly placing a 
.crowneof thornes vpõ it, ſocruel 
as this, whereof wee haue ſpoken; 
what exceſſiue paine, or rather 
tormẽt, would it be ſure to cauſe? 
And to this it may be added; that 
the paine and torment which the 
.crowne of thornes cauſed;zhad no 
intermiſſion like thoſe others, | ly 
which either were ſoone ended or 
much diminiſhed, bur ĩt ſtill con- 
tinued , and laſted euen till his 4 
very death. For he euer had it on, 
and the thornes ſerued to nayle 
it to his head; and if at any time 
they tooke ir off, eĩther to cloath, 
84.85 him, they inſtantly put it 


ON 
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en againe . And nor only did 
theſe ſorrowes laſt till his death, 
but they encreaſed much. For, 
l euery time when they ſtroke his 
head, either with the cane, or any 
bother inſtrument of paine; and 
| euery time when the crowne did 
| -by See ſtirre of it ſelfe, that 
paine renewed, and encreaſed. 
| Another principall torment, 
which followed vpon this, was to 
lay the Croſſe vpon his backe, 
that ſo he might carry it to the 
| place, wheels was to he cruci- 
| . fled. This torment, was extream- 
ly grieuous; for that the Croſſe 
as very heauy, and contayned, 


i 


| as holy men obſerue, fifteene feet 


"© 


and wounded, euen to his bow- 
ellszhis ſtrength was vtterly con- 
| fimed; and his ſhoulders vpon 
which the waight was laid , were 
ad. And now, if the onely tous 


An lẽgth. Our Lord was all worne, 
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ching of ſuch a parte, with the | 
hand, doth put a mã to great grief | 
and paine, what paine and grief 
would it cauſe to our Lord to lay 
ſo heauy a waight vpon a body ſo | 
wearyed , and ſo wounded? And 
for as much as the Croſſe was 
longe, and would be dragging 
vpõ the ground, by meeting with |! 
ſtones in the way and ſtirring by 
that meanes vpon his ſhoulders | 
his-paine and grief would be en- 
creaſed. $8 5 
In this ſorte went our Lord | 
with great ſorrow and paine, all 1 
that long way from Pilates houſe 
coMoner Calvary, which confiſlted | _ 
of one thouſand eight hundred || +} 


r i... 


* 


and ſeauenty two paces. And be- 
Cauſe our Lord would werke no | 
miracle, in carrying the waight |) 
of that Croſſe; but giue leaue 
that nature might ſuffer as much, | x 
as poſſibly it could; therefore, | 2 
55 when 


| 


8 
. 
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E when he had diſpatebed. a Soon 
| Part of the way,hegrew to faint, 
| and fall downe vaderthe burden. 
And the prime men of the lewes, 
concejuing that there might be 
danger, leaſt he ſhoulddy amõgſt 
them in the way, gaue him Simon 
Cyrenaus for a companion, who 
might helpe him to beare the 
Croſſe: & ſo the aſſiſtence, which 
they affoarded him, grew noi fr 
clemency in them, but from a de- 
ſite to impoſe greater torments 
þ vpon him, by his dying, not there 
n the way, but on the Croſſe it 
ſelfe. | 
Ihe ſorrowes and torments of 
chat way being paſt, and he being 
|| thEarriued at Meant Caluary, they 
began to giue him new torments. 
8 ( One was; that they ſtriprhim,by 
taking his ownecloathes away, ſo 
ro put him naked ypo the Croſſe. 
. Now this was a moſt painfull 
C thing 
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thing to our Lord ; becauſe his 
cloathes ſtucke faſt to his woũds, 
by the meanesof baked and con- 
gealed blood; ' 7nd whenſoeuer 
they tooke them off with violen. 
ce; they ſtill opened the wounds 
againe, they flead his body', and 
renewed all his former paines, 
To this was added that other tor- 
ment, which the cold ayre cauſed: 
for that penetrated into his body, 
vpon the opening of his fleſh, & 


made him all quake and rremble, 
through the much cold he felt; 
and this torment laſted till he 


expired. 

The other torments which fol- 
Jowed vpon his nakednes were 
theſe . The ſoldiers tooke that 
— moſt holy body, with extreame 


fury, and ſpred it forcibly vpon / 


the Croſſe; & applying his backe 
to the wood, and extending his 
armes and feet at length, they 


beganne 
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beganne to nayle one of his hãds; 
and the nayle being great, and 
not very ſharpe, it earryed before 
itchrongh the hole, both of the 
skinne and of the fleſh, Then 
tooke they the othet hand, and 
becauſe the body and the nerues 
were ſhrũke vp together, through 
the cold, they were faine to draw 
out the hand wirth'vialence, to 
make it reachithat hole, which 
they had already made. They alſo 


tookłe his ſacted feet, and they 


Fariouſly ſtretched them forth to 
nayle them, And there be holy 
men., who deliuer, that for the 
Abe g of his hãds, they gaue ſix 
c twenty ſtrokes with the ham- 
mer; and for the nayling of his 
feet, fix & thirty; & that through 
the violence wherewith they drue 
his hands and feet to nayle them 
Yowne ,' the joynrs of his ſacred 
body were diſſolued, & the bones 
75 "Ca diſpla- 
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diſplaced , in ſuch ſorte, as that 
they might be numbred, one by 
one. O how great & ſharpe, were 
theſe torments, to thatmoſt de- 
licate body? how did they euen 
arte his bowels, and euen pearce 
his hearte? Our Lord did very lit- 
terally performe that which the 
P ſalme 21. had ſaid, They baus boared 
abrougb my hands and feet, and they 
haue faſtened them with nailes to 
the Croſſe; and by reaſon that the 


parts of my body were ſo exten- 
ded one from another, and all 


the ſubſtantia!l humaur thereof 
ſo conſumed, al ny bones might by 


Suxmbred. T- 425 
As ſoon as his moſt ſacred body 


was nailed, they raiſed the Crofle 


vp on high; and they ſuffered it 


to fall with great force, (together 


wich his moſt ſacred body which 
was faſtened to jt) vpon a hoale 


made in a ſtone, which was there 


Pro- 


„ 
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prouidedfor that purpoſe. This 
was another incomparable tor- 
ment; for then all the parts ofhis 
body did euen open their ĩoynts; 
and his bowels did all quiuer; and 
the hoales of his hands and feet, 
did ſpred abroad, and beganne to 
ſtreame forth blood, like ſo many 
ew. Ic is paſt — to 
Hew the greatnes of the tormets, 
whicti rhoſe bleſſed armes endu- 
red, being nayled and ſo ſtrictly 
extended; and thoſe ſacred feet, 
which ſuſtained t he waĩght of his 
whole body; & that diuine head, 
which now had no reſting place 
but vpon'thornes; andthe paines 
which all choſe parts of his body 
felt, euery one of them being out 
of the true placezand thoſe finally 


which were felt by that bleſſed 


ſoule of his, which carried vpon 
ie, the immenſe weight of all 
thoſe torments together, conti- 
C 3 nuing 
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nuing after that manner, that 
ſoulo being grounia very (ca of 
woe, for the fpace of three houres; 
till expiring, he laid it in the 
hands of his eternall father. 


"THE Ve! CHAPTER. 


of the Patience, ee lber. 
With: Cbriſt our Lord indaved. all 


thoſe torments, for the example and 


IO” of our ſoules. 


L theſe immenſe forrowes 
and totments did Chriſt 
our Lord endure with a Patiente, 
which was vnſpeakeable, and in- 
deed only worthy of himſelfe. He 
complained not of his enemies, 
who treated him with ſo extreame 
teruelty; nay he defẽded not him- 
ſelfe againſt them, nor was he an- 
8 them , nor did he ſhew 
any co ütenance of diſguſt, 
nor 


o* 
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nor did he ſpeake any one word, 


which might doe them any af- 
front, or offer them any threate, 


or put them to any paine. Nor did 
he ſo much as wiſh the any hurt, 
but did both wiſh and ſpeake be- 


nignely & mildly to thẽ. And he 


conſeruedin his moſt dear heart, 


a great loue towardes them all, 
wherewith (for as much as they 
would becapable therof)heloued 


them; giuing them holy inſpira- 


tions, and offering them diuine 
ſuccours, and praying for them, 
& wiſhing that they would pro- 
fit thereby, and cooperate with 
them, and be conuerted to him, 
and ſo be ſaued. And he was euer 
ready to pardon them, and to re- 
ceiue them to his grace, & glory, 
if they would be conuerted to 
lum. 
In this'manner did Chriſt our 


Lord carry himſelfrowardsthoſs 


C 4 $119 


56 4 Hort treatiſe 
enemies of his, Who tormented 
- him;and with this loue, and with 
this Pence, did he treate them. 
And he ſuffered thoſe paines and 
torments in ſuch ſorte, as that he 
did greatly deſire and delight in 
them and he imbraced them with 
the extreame guſt of his hart; & 
reioyced in the interiour part of 
of his ſoule with vnſpeakeable 


gladnes & ioy, that he had them 


to ſuffer. Andiſo when. they laid 
the Croſſe vpon his backe , and 
when they nailed him to it, he 
intertayned it with ſo much ap- 
petite and guſt, as cannot be ex- 
preſſed. Great is the contentmer 
and affection, wherewith a mo- 
ther embraees a molt beloued ſõ- 
ne, when (hee findes him deliue- 
ted out of a long and dangerous 


captiuity; and ſees him returne 


ſafe and ſound into her houſe . 
But incomparably much greater: 
| Was 
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was the contentment and guſt, 
wherewith Chriſt our Lord em- 
braced the Croſſe. For already 
there were paſſed, three andthirty 
yeares, ſince he had be gunne to 
deſire, and loue it, with an im- 
menſe deſire and loue; that ſo he 
might worke the ſaluation of the 
world thereupon: and then per- 
ceiuing, that his ſo long and ve- 


hement deſire was to be ſatisfied, 
it cannot be expreſſed, how great 


guſt he had; when they laid and 
recht him vpõ that Croſſe. And 
therfore, embracing it with thoſe 
bowells of his moſt tender loue, 
he would ſay to it in this manner, 
in the interiour part of his hart. 
O moſt happy Croſſe, how long 
is it ſince I haue loued & deſired 
thee ? it is now three and thirty 

eares ſince I liue enamoured of 
thee, and all enkindled with 
the flames of this deſite and loue, 
1 Cs 79 
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ro ſee mylelfe conioyned to thee: 
Othoumoſtpretious wood, u her- 
upon the juſt price for ſinne ſhall 
be payed, and the diuine 3 
ſhallremaine'f fly ſatisfied; 

my Father TR perfectly ky o- 
Tified, and man ſhall be faded, & 
freed from ſinne and death, and 
eternall damnationz & (hal make 
his entry into the Kingdome' of 
Heaven : O with how good a will 
J ſuffer my ſelfe to be nayled to 
thee, and will ſo continue vpon 
thee, till Ileaue to liue! 

And becauſe the affection and 
deſire which Chriſt our Lord had 
to ſuffer, was the cauſe of that 
vnſ peakable Patience, wherewich 
he endured all the ſorrowes and 
rormentꝭ of the Croſſe, let vs cõ- 
. of the Gho- 
ſpeſ wherjn he d<clateJthefrike 
will & deflre which he had to ſuf- 


ſelfe 


* 
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ſelfe to his Paſſion and death. He 
diſconered this his pleaſure, in 
that he manifeſted and declared 
many times, and in particular 
manner to his diſciples, how he 


vas to ſuffer in leruſelem; and the 


torments & kinde of death which 
he was to ſuffer. Once he laid thus 
to them. Mart. 16. It is fic that 1 


gꝑꝗ de to leruſalem, and that Iſuf- 


fer many torments, at the hands 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
chief Prieſts; and that I be put to 
death by them. And Saint Peter 
8 him, not to endure it, 

e reproued him in ſharpe man- 
ner, for ſeeking to hindet his Paſ- 


ſion. It is cleer, that ſince he knew 


ſo long before, what he was to 
ſuffer, he might haue avoidedir 
and fled from it, if hewould;an 
finde he did not ſo, it is plaine ho 
had an affection and deſire to ſuf- 


f 


E 6 Ana ther 


60 Abort treatiſe 


Another time going vp to Ieru-- | 


alem, ſome few dayes before that 


Eaſter, when he ſuffered, he ſaid 
thus to them. Mart. 20. Behould v. 


are going vn to ſeruſalem, and the ſon. 


ef man to be delinered-vp to the. | 
Princes of the Priefts, & to the Scribes,, | 


Who Will condemne bimto death; and 


Will deliver bum ouer to the Gentiles, | 


to tbeend tbat be may be ſcorned, ſcour- 


80e, in a moſt voluntary manner 
to leuſalem, u here t hoſe thinges 
which concerne my Paſſion. and 
death are.to be accompliſhed; to 
the end:thatyou.may vnderſtãd, 
how willingly I offer my ſelfe to 
that Paſſion and death, whereby 
Lam to ſaue the world: 
HFHle alſo: diſcouered the great 
affoction, and deſire which he had 
to ſuffer, by his going ta · that 
- garden, 


Led, and cruciſied by them, As if he | 
had ſaid ; Behould, how without 
being carryed; or compelled, we | 


, a oetwywooconog gowwsus orb Uma 
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garden, which was ſo notorious 
place, and where he knew his 
enemies would ſeeke, and finde 
bim out; as alſo , in that being 


there, and knowipgaher his ene- 
mies came ro apprehend him; he 


went nor. thence to ſome other 
ont wo; they might not finde 
im.; but he went by that very 


way where they were. cominge 


towards him; & he wentro meet 
them; and animated his diſciples 


to goe with him;ſaying. Matt. 26. 
Riſe vp: and let vs goe; for he who ih 
betray mee, is neer at hand. So faith 
Saint Ierome, when he. declares 
theſe words. Our Lord wet to en- 


unter his perſecurors; without 


any feare at all of his Paſſjon;and 


he voluntarily deliuered himſelf 
to them, thar they might depriue 
him of his life, and he ſaid to his 


diſciples, Riſevp, and let vs ges: as 
Ihe had ſaidz let not our ay 


— — — — 
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finde vs heer like fearfull men; 
but let vs goe with good courage 


to receiue them; and let them ſee, 


the confidence and cheerfullnes, 
where with we offer our ſelues to 
death. | 1 A mY 
Being gone forth to meet his 
enemies, and already.ſtanding 
before them; and they hauing 
many lighes herby they looked 
vpõ him; & he being well knowen 
to them, and eſpecially to ludas: 
— was it not in their power to 
know him then, becauſe he gaue 
them not that power, not concur- 


red with that faculty of their 


minde,wherby they were to haue 
knowen him; till ſuch time, as he 
diſcouered himſelfe to them by 
ſaying, It is I:declaring thereby, 
How truly it was in his one hid 
not to be takẽ, or ſo much as tous 


ched by the; vhles he woüld him- 


ſelfe So ſaith Saint Coons 
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| Our Lord ſtading i in rhe middeſt: 


of his enemies, did blinde their 
eyes; & this he did, to make them 
Hos, that not onely they could 
not haue apprehended him , bur 
hot fo much as haue ſeen him, if 
himſelfe had not given thẽ power 
to doe it. He alſo declated thus 
much, by making them returne 
and fall backwarq to the ground, 
like dead men, and that with one 
onely word; diſcouering cleerly 


thereby, how eaſy a thing it had 


bene, for him to Jefend himſelfe 
from them, & to take away both 
their ſtrength and life if he had 
bene pleaſed. He had formerly 
bene in feare' in the garden; to 
declare the weakenes of mans na- 
ture; and by the immenſe loue 


which he bore to man he ouer- 
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which he bad to ſuffer for the 
ſaluation of mankinde, wẽt forth 
to receiue his enemies, as if they 
had bene his moit beloued friẽds. 
And firſt hauing made it plaine, 
that they could not once haue 
touched him, nor ſo much as 
haue knowen him, if he had not 
bene ſo pleaſed; he then gaue thẽ 
Ieaue and power to doe i they 
would to him. And this he decla- 
red, by ſaying. This it jour houre, and 
the po ver of darcknes. This is that 
hower, wherein liberty is giuen 
you, to the end that you and the 
Princes of darcknes, by your mea. 
nes, may execute both his power, 
| &hiscruell wil, vpon my perſon. 
This affection , wWherewith 
Chriſt our Lord offered himſelfe 
to the torments of death, and this 
inuincible Tang whe rewith he 


endured them, had bene rop he- 
Hed 1 Eſa ra 
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of Patience. Chap. 5. 6g 


| Hpoffered bimſelfe to death, becauſe be 
| Would . The ſame Prophet had 
| faid, The eternal Father had layd ai! 
eur fines vpon C hriſt our Lord, to he 

nl ibat he might ſatisfy for them alli; 
and all thoſe ſinnes might be de- 
{ Rroyed, & conſumed by the ver- 
tue of his Paſſion. And inſtantl 


he declares the manner how he 
layd them vpon him, which was 
not by foreing, or conſtraining 

him to ſuffer; but by infuſing an 
immenſe charity into him, and 
by inſpiring, & mouing his heart 
thereby to the end that volunta- 
rily and freely, & with extreame: 
readines and gladnes he might 


offer himſelfe to death. And de- | 


claring the Parience;wherewith he 
ſuffered that death, he ſaith; 4r6 
sbeepe be opened not bis mouth. So 
great was the Patience, the deſire 
and loue, wherewirh he endured 


the torments, which he tooke vpõ 


him, 


66 A short treatiſe 


him, for the diſcharge of our ſin- | 


nes, that he opned not his mouth, 
either to defend himſelf, or com- 
plaine of others. Like a quiet 
ſheepe, which bleyes not, when 
his throate is cut; ſo went he in 
ſufferance and ſilence, as he was 
earryed to death: and as an inno- 
cent and ſtill lambe, which is ſilẽt 
&x& quiet whileſt they ſheere him, 
ſo our moſt bleſſed Lord, did in 

uiet ſilence and repoſe endure 
that fierce outrage, vherewich his 


_ _ enemies tormented him, and that 


moſt ctuell fury where with they 
put him to death. By theſe and 
other reſtimonies, did Cbriſt our 
Lord declare the immenſe loue 
and moſt ardent deſire, which he 
had to ſuffer the torments and 
death, which he endured for man, 
yea & yet to endure greater tor- 
ments, & to ſuffer more deathes, 
if his enemies had power to 3 

im 
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him morez wheereupon wee may 


nually meditate,with a very pro- 


dure with true Patience, all thoſe 


Of Patience. Chap. 5. 67 


' nferre, the vnſpeakeable Patience 
and: ioy ,, wherewith he ſuffered 


Mee muſt ponder, and conti- 
| und and deep conſideration j 
-theſe examples of Patience, 
| rhich ſhine in the life and Paſſion 
of cbriſt our Lord; and thereby we 
muſt be animated to ſuffer & en- 


euills of puniſhmene, which may 


happẽ to vs in this life, how great 
dr tedious ſocuer they may be: 
For therefore (ſaith Saint Efrem) 


the afflictions and tribulations of 
this life, ſeem grieuous and into- 
lerahle to vs, becauſe wee conſi- 
der not the Paſſion and death of 
Chri our Lord. Let vs therefore 
allwaies carry before our eyes & 
imprint in our hearts this death 
and Paſſion of his; and all thoſe 
l am- 
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examples, which he gaue vs ther- 
in of Patience: and let vs imitate a 
him, by ſuffering all the contra- p 
dictions and penalties of thislife | 
with a good will. And ſince it be- 
comes a ſoldier to follow his cap- | 
taine, with much labour and with 
offering himſelfe to troubles, and 
wounds, and dangers of death; 
though he be but a mortall man, 
who cannot giue him ſtrength 
wherewith to fight; nor can raiſe 
him . if he ſhould dy 
in the combat; nor ean giuehim, 
who conquers any other reward 
then ſome tẽporall thing of ſmall | 
value; how much more is it rea- 
ſonable, that wee follow and imi- 
tate Chriũ our Lord, & Sauiour, 
by ſuffering with Patience?Sincehe 
pow ſtrengrh:ro them; who fol- 
whim wherewitlito ſuffer, and 
oõforts wherewith to do it cheer- 
fully; and deliuers them who imi- 
tate 
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Of Patience, Ch 69 
ute bim from eterna "AE and 
At beſtowes the moſt exc ilent 


| he vpõ them of eternall life. 
For, as the Apoſtle ſaith, it is a 
| word molt faithfull, true, & wor- 


y of all eſtimation, that, if ee 
our Lord, that is to 


| deſires, aphorring and morti- 
ing them, as Chr our Lord 


2 to his corporall life; ve (hall 
' Jead a molt glorious and bleſſed 


fe together with him; And if ve 


ſuffer the ſad and painfull things 


of this world, andeuen death it 
| ſelfewich Patience. , for.the loue of 
 Chri our Lord, andi in imitation 
df him, wee (hall reigne with him 
for euer in his celeſtiall King- 


dome, 


; THE 
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THE VI. CHAPTER, 


% rb4 Patience vlefrwirb Wee ough; | et 

theloſſe of temporall goods, de 
of the erample Which Chriſt our | "a 
» Lord gaue vs berein. |. 


T Hough any one of the pai- 


nes & torments;which were | Mt 
ſuffered by Cbrift our Lord, may | & 
ſerue for a ! fafficient i motiue, to | * 
animare vs toendure all the af- 
flitions and tribulations of this 
life with Patience; yet that kind of 
paine endured by him, which car» | Eu 
ries moſt reſẽblãce to the Croſle, | 
Which moſt vſually is to be ſuffe- 
red by vs,doth yſe to comfort & 
induce vs beſt to ſuffer it: and for 
this reaſon wee will treat of ſome | # 
particular Croſſes, for which we | | 
may finde particular examples of } $4 
Patience , in the Paſſion of Chrift | 0 

= Our 


of Patience. Chap. 6. 71 
bur Lord. One of the ills of pu- 
niſhment, which happens ordi- 
narily to men, is the loſſe of their 
eſtate, & temporall goods, which 
pefalles them ſometimes be- 
'cauſe they are robbed;ſometimes 
| they looſe them by meanes of 
| Her, and ſhipwrackes; ſometimes 
Sy vniuſt ſuites inJawe; ſometi- 
mes they are cooſened of them; 
Re ſometimes they are pur to pre- 
"Judice by the intemperate ſea- 
ſons of the yeare. By what way or 
meanes ſocuer we growe to looſe 
£ | ©urtemporall goods, wee muſt 
» | eodure it with Patience, accepting 
Fat the hand of God, and con- 
| Forming our ſelues to his holy 
vill. 
The particular example which 
Muſt comfort vs in this afflictid, 
and giue vs heart to beare it with 
Patience, is to ſee that Chrift our 
Lord was vniuſtly ſtript a his 
Ds | EE 
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22 Hort treatiſe | 

| cloathesin his moſt ſacred Paſſiõ, Þ 
by thoſe molt baſe ſoldiers, who 
_ crucified him. He Hued poore in 
this world; and becauſe he loued | « 
and extreamely delightedin po- þ 
perty , he poſſeſſed no temporall | . f 
Feat at all. Thoſe things which! « 
he receiued by way of almes to | ] 
ſiuſtaine his Apoſtles, & to deuide 
8 8 the poore, he had al- 
ready beſtowed. There remained 
no more to him, but his cloathes, 
and of thoſe they ſtript him, and 
left him naked: & that nakednes |/ 
was accõpanyed with great cold, | 
and great [hame, which heſuffe- j 
| by remayning in tbat ſorte | 
till he dyed. From others who are 
executed, me take not their cloa- | | 
thes till they be dead; but from | 
our moſt bleſſed Lord, they tooke 
his, whileſt yet he was aliue; and 
he was pleaſed to ẽdure this being 
diſpoiled of his cloathes, and this | th 
paine 
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Of Patience. Chap. 6s. 73 
paine and (ſhame in remaining 
naked, that he might ſuffer for 
vs, andwithall * e vs an 
example of Patien e. 


Let vs therefore animate our 
ſelues by this example of Chriſt 


our Lord, to ſufferanywant, or 


\ Joſle of temporall goods: and let 
vs ſay thus in ourowne heatts, 


Since Chriſt the Kinge of glory, 


and the vniuerſall Lord of the 
whole world, would needes, for 
loue of me, and for my ſaluation, 
endure pouerty and the want of 


temporall goods; & was content 


* that they ſhould: ſtrip him of all 


his cloathes, and expoſe him na- 


| ked'ro the ayre, and put him to 
the ſhame of appearing ſo to the 


whole people; moſt iuſt it is, that 


I., for loue of him, and for the ſal- 


uatio of mine owne ſoule, ſhouſd 


endure this want of meanes, and 
this loſſe, or wrong, whereby Lam 
551 D 


de pri- 
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depriued of the temporall goods 
which once I had. And let vs con- 
ſider for the better exerciſe of our 
Patience, that whatſoeuer preiu- 
dice or temporall loſſe wee haue, 
doth come to vs from the hand 
of God , and for the good of our 
ſoules. 


This did Cbriſt our Lord diſ- 


couer to vs, by another example, 


and teſtimony of the holy Cho- 
ſpell. Matt. 8. Luc. g. Mar. 8. He went 


into the country of the Gera- 
ſens, where he found two men 


tormented with diuells . He caſt 


f 


the diuells out, and ſo cured the 
* 


| 


men, he would giue them leaue to 


men by the power of his word. 
The diuells beſought him, that 
ſince he had caſt thẽ out of thoſo 


enter into a great heard of (wine, 
which was feeding in thoſe fields 


hard by, and which belonged to 


theinhabirats of that Citty. Our 


Lord 
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Of Patience, Chap. 6. 75 
Lord gaue them leaue to doe it, 
and inſtantly they poſſeſſed thoſe 
ſwine, which might arriue tothe 
number of two thouſand, & they 
carried them with extreame fury 
into the ſea, where they were 
drowned. Hereby wee are taught, 
that the diuells could do no hurt 
to the ſwine, vnles our Lord had 
giuen them leaue: as neither the 
diuell, nor any other creature, 
can doe vs any hurt at all, vnleſſe 
God giue the power to that pur- 
poſe, and vnleſle he worke by 
meanes of the diuel, or that other 
creature, which doth vs hurt, 
whatſoeuer ĩt be. For though od 
be not the cauſe of any fault or 
ſinne; yet is he the cauſe of the 

uniſhment, which is brought on 
reaſon of the ſinne or fault, & 


is teceiued by meanes thereof. So 


ſaith Saint Athanaſius. Since the 
diuels haue not ſo much as power 
OT D 2 ouer 


56 A bort treatiſe 
over ſwine , which are but the 
goods of men, it is cleer that they 
haue no power ouer men, who are 
made according to the image of 
God; and ſo wee haue no cauſe to 
feare the diuells, but onely God. 
And the ſame did he declare con- 
cerning the hurt which might 
groweto vs from any other crea- 
ture, that it alſo proceeds from 
the hand of God, ſaying, Hatt. 10. 
Two ſparrowes are of ſo little va- 
lue, that they are (old for a toy, 
and yet Cod hath ſo particular 
gare and prouidence quer euery ö 
one of them, that not one can fall 
dead to the ground, or be taken 
in a ſnare, without his diſpoſition 
& will. And thẽ how much more 
will he take care of men; and not 
conſent that any: creature ſhquld *' 
ſo much as touch them, either 
in ſoule or body, or ſo much as 
in their goods, without * | 
| | n 
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Of Patience. Chap. 6, 77 

In this mãner did Chri# our Lord 

| declare, that all ills of puniſh- 
mont: proceed to vs from che had 
\ _* Healſo ſhewed, how he or- 
daines them all, to the good of 
ſoules; that is, to the end that 
finners may be cõuerted, and iuſt 
perſons ſaued;ʒ becauſe he defires 
| *notthedearhof a ſinner, but that 
he may be conuerted and liue; & 
particularly he. procures this, 
: when: he takes their goods from 
them, as Saint Angaſtine notes, ſay- 
ing thus hen God viſits his 
ſeruants with the want of thinges 
neceſſary for this life, and makes 
them ſuffer hunger, or thirſt, as 
he proceeded with the Apoſtles, 

* he failes not thereby of the pro- 
miſe which he made them, that 
nothing ſhould be wanting to 

them. For theſe temporall goods, 
are helpes and kinds of Phyſicko 
ö D 3 to 
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to the ſoule; and God is the Phy- 
fitian, who beſt knowes, when to | 
miniſter them, and when to re- 
moue them; and ſo when they ate 
wanting to vs, as they are many 
times, wee muſt knowe that Cod 
Almighty is the cauſe thereof, | 
forthe exerciſe of our vertue, and 
for the good of our ſoules. And 
ſpeaking in particular, of that 
which Chri our Lord did with 
the Geraſins, in depriuing 
them of their goods, when he 
gaue the diuells leaue to drowne 
their ſwine, Saint Toros faith; | 
 Chrif our Lord gaue thẽ not that 
liberty, by way of granting their 
deſite, or to per forme their will; 
but to the end that the loſſe of 
their goods might be profitable 
to the owners for their ſoules, & 
be an occaſion of their faluation. 
And the ſpitituall profit, which | 
came to them hereupon, as Saint 

| | Chri- 


of Patience, C hap. 6. 79 
cbriſoſtoms obſerues, was that rx 
might knowe the power, whic 
diuells had to doe men hurt, if 
God did not hinder them, and ſo 
they might be thankefull to him 
for defending them by his diuing 
prouidece; as alſo to the end that 
they might feare, and fly from 
finne, by meanes whereof , men 
grewe ſubiect to the power of di- 


uells, to be vexed by them in this 


life with temporall paines, and in 
the next with eternall torments. 

- Theſe are the Motiues & rea- 
ſons, which a faithfull Chriſtian 
muſt conſider, to the end that hs 


may beare the loſſe of temporall 


goods with Patience; namely, tho 


exãple of Cbriſt our Lord; & that 


it comes from the hand of Cod; 
and for the good of his ſoule. And 


_ thus the loſſe of temporal goods, 
vill be of greater profit ro him, 
then the encreaſe thereof would 


D4 haue 
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haue bene. For, that little tempo- 
rall loſſe, will be the occaſion of | 
a great ſpirituall gaine : The 
Saints of God, haue confeſſed & 
experimented this truth. Whileſt \ 
the bleſſed Laurentius Iuſtinianus 
(he, whe afterward was Patriarch 
of Venice). was one day out of his 
Monaſtery, the houſe fell on fier; 
and chat parte thereof was burnt, | 
where he kept the prouifions of 
food, which he had laid vp for 
the whole yeare. W hea the Saint 
came home from abroad, the Re- / 
ligious men tould him what had 
paſt, and they were afflicted by | | 
occaſion of ſo great a loſſe. But 
the Saint, cõſidering howit came 
ordained by the prouidence of 
God, who ſo deerly loues vs, and | 
who in all thinges procures the 
good of ſoules, andeſpecially of 
ſuch as ſerue him, receiued this 
loſſe with much contentment ; 

| though 
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Of Patience. Chap. 6. 81 


though not for the loſſe ir ſelfe, 
but becauſe the will, and ordina- 


tion of Almighty God, was ac- 
compliſhed thereby. And ſo with 
a cheerfull contenance he ſaid to 


his Religious; What hurt is there, 


my children, in this which hath 
happened to vs? It is no ill, but 


. good;it is no loſſe but gaineʒſince 
by meanes thereof, wee ſhall bet- 
ter execute our good deſites, in 
practiſing pouerty, and Patience. 


It is a great benefit to the ſer- 


uant of God, and-of mnch merit 
and value, when he may diſtri- 
bute his goods to the poore, and 
imploy them vpon the workes of 
mercy:burtif he chace to looſe his 
goods, if they beſtolne from him, 


if gotten away by iniuſtice, or loſt 


buy any other accident, and if he 
Accept of that loſſe with much pa. 
Fence and. with much conrent- 
Jabnc, fes che laue of Cod, and ta 
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conforme himſelf with his diuine | 
will, who ſo ordained; he ordi- 
narily dorh aduantage his ſoule 
more, and it doth merit more, 
and pleaſe Cod more by this 
courſe, then by the other. For this 
Act of the vertue of Patience & re- 
ſignation is more pure & free fro 
ſelfe loue, & thereby a mandoth 
more deny and mortify his owne 
will, & doth more exerciſe Faith 
and hope in God, as alſo the loue 
of him, and theeſtimation of his 
holy will. And ſo wee ſee, that our 
Lord hath rake aray theſe goods 
by ſome finiſter accident from 
many Saints, which they would 
haue giuen away in almes; to af- 
foard them meanes of greater 
merit thereby; and forthe exer- | 
eiſe of that rare Patiencs, wherwith- | 
they accepted and loued their ad- 
uerſity, and had guſt therein, as 
procecding from the e 
al — 4 | — ung 
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of Patience. Chap. 6. #$ 
Saint obs the Patriarch of Alex- 


andria, a man of rare mer cy tow- 


ards'miſerable men, and euen 2 
very miracle of mercy,fent from 
Alexandria, to the Adriaticke ſea 
thirteene ſhips full loaden with 
marchandiſe, and thinges of va- 
lue, which he had raiſed out of 
the Reuenues of his Church, that 
ſo they might be ſold in diuers 
parts remote, and the whole price 
be giuen by him to podre people 
in the way of almes, as his cuſtom 
was . Now it pleaſed Almighty 
Cod, that vpon the riſing of a 
great tempeſt at Sea, al the goods 
were caſt away, and the ſhippes 
returned empty to Alex ãdria. And 
Cod did thus ordaine, becauſe he 


more eſteemed the great Humi- 
lity, and Patience, which the Saint 


would exerciſe in this wracke, thẽ 


the Mercy which he would haue 
grereiſed, if the goods had not 
. 


bene 
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bene loſt. And ſo without all faile 
the profit, which the Saint drew 
from thece, was admirably great; 
be receiving it with a good will, 
and giuing: Cod harty thankes 
fortheſame;and humbling him- 
felfe much; by the knowledge of 
his ſinnes;. in regard whereof he | 
confeſſed, that God had ſent him 
that loſſe, to clenſe him more per- 
featly from thoſe ſinnes. 
Saint Chriſoſtome teaches vs this 
truth, and confirmes it by the ex- 
ample of holy lob, ſaying thus; 
Not onely the doing of good, but 
the ſuffering, of ill, obtaines a 
high reward, in the ſight of God: 
and lob ſeemes to haue profited 
more in vertue, by the afflictions 
which he endured, then by the 
good deeds which he performed. 
For. really, it was not ſo illu- 
ſtrious, & ſo high an act in him, 
Shẽ with the ee 
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Of Patience, Chap. 6 
heclad the naked, & ſet his houſe 
open to the deſtitute, that they 
might take parte of the goods he 
| had; as when, hearing that the 
| fier had conſumed his ſtocke, and 
that his houſe was fallen, and his 
fortune ouerthrowen, he accep- 
red of that loſſe, at the hands of 
God, and thanked him for it. And 
a greater victory did he obtaine 
of the enemy, and he confoun- 
ded him more, in giuing thankes 
to God vpõ the loftleof his goods, 
then in beſtowing the vpo poore 
people. For certeinly it is an act 
of greater vertue, to endute the 
loſſe of goods with a generous & 
3 minde to God, then to 
eſtow almes ypothe poore. Nor 
is it a thing to be admired, for a 
man to giue God hearty thankes 
hen he is in good eſtate, & when 
things ſucceed proſperouſly with þ 
him; but vponthoarrjuallofmiſy 
mY Os _ chances, 
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chances, and in the loſſe of tem- NH 


porall goods to giue harty thaks 
to Cod, and to eſteeme ſuch con- 
tradictiens for benefits, is a very 


admirable thing; and giues a verjß '& 


excellent teſtimony of great ver- 
rue. This is the diſcoutſe of Saint 
Chriſdſtome, 

Let vs therefore ſerue our ſel- 
ues of theſe examples, and teſti- 
monies of Chrit our Lord and of 
his Saints, to make vs ſuffer all 
loſſe of temporall goods, with Pa- 
tience. Let vs ſo much eſteeme of 
of the ſpiritual health of our ſou- 

les, that whatſoeuer may be pro- 
fitable to vs for them, wee may 
value as a great mercy , and gift 
of. God. And ſince the loſſe of tẽ- 
porall goods, giues vs matter and 
occaſion for the exerciſe of Cha- 
rity towards God, by louing ic 
| becaufe he loues it; and for the 
exerciſe” of Patent, by endu- 
ang 


a- king it and accepting it willingly 
{ Becauſe God ſends it;and becauſe 
- | therby we diſcerne the loue which 
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od carries towards vs, and the 
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tare he hath of our ſaluarion- 


(fince he giues vs helpes, and mi- 


* 


niſters vs occaſions whereby wee 
may ſerue him the better and ſo 
profit more ;) let vs eſteeme of 
euery temporall loſſe for a very 


great benefit, and mercy of God; 
| andas for ſuch let vs thanke and 
praiſe him ſaying, with holy Iob. 
cCbap. 1. It is God Who gavemee this 
temporall bleſſing, and it is hewho 
| "bath taken it ay; ar himſelſe Was 


7 1 ſo bath be proceeded With mee. 
oſt 1uſt and holy was his will, 
both in giuing it and in takin 

it, and his holy will the bleſſed 
for Sue? 


%. 


. <x 82 
n Rk 
. 
n ” Ge 
+ 4% -. 7 =, 

3 

* 

X 

by I 

* £ 

D wy 


38" A short treatiſe - 


= 
R 


THE VII. CHAPTER. | 


_ Of the Patience, WhereWith Wee are t. 
endure corporall infirmittes.; and of 
the example, Which Chriſt our Lord | 
hatb guen vs berein. | 


Nother euillof puniſhmet, | 
and very vſuall and com- | 
mon inthe life of man, is corpo- | 
rall infirmities and feauers , and | 
ſeueral other paines & torments, 
and wounds, which he ſuffers; by : 
reaſon whereof, he is in great 
need of Patience: '& we mult fetch 
it alſo in this kinde,from the ex- 
ample of Chrift our Lord. And 
though our moſt bleſſed: Lord 
had no naturall infirmities at all; 
nor was it fit that he ſhould haue 
any, becauſe theſe are wont to 
proceed, from ſome defect of cõ- 


plexion, or natural faculty of the 
body, 


r 


N Of Patience. Chap. 7. 39 
body, or from ſome diſorder in 
| \Jife; yet all che paines, and tor- 
ments of his moſt ſacred Paſſion, 
may ſerue for a molt efficacious 
motiue, to make vs ſupport all 
| Kkindeofthole infirmities with Pa- 
| Fience-whitch may happen to vs in 
this life; and particularly the 
t, | Phine, & torment of thirſtwhich 
1- | he ſuffered vpõ the Croſſe, & the 
being ſo forſaken & abandoned, 
as then he was. For that which me 
are much troubled with, in their 
ſickneſſeis the paine and torment 
which ſiekneſſe put them to; and 
the want of that aſſiſtance & ſer- 
uice, which is neceſſary for the 
| cure, or caſe atleaſt, of che infir- 
| | mity;&altchiswas found extrea- 
| Iy in that thirſt, which Chrift our 


Lord endured vpon the Croſſe. 
The thirſt, which Chriſt our 
Lord ſuffered, was moſt vehemet; 
Firſt by reaſon of the incompa- 
_ Table 


— 2 
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Table labours & vexations, which der 
he had ſuffered all that day and] #3 
the night before; and fecondly, | 4 
beeauſe by the hurts and wounds, | # 

which they had giuen him, he had | ME 


ſhed either all, or in a manner all V 


the blood out of his veihes; and 
by the waie as he went, and by the 
vexation and labour to whichhe W 
was put he had ſweat away all tho | 
humour of his ſacred body, which! 
then was growen all conſumed, | + 
and dry. And to this it muſt be 
added, that from the ſupper of | 
the night before, and in all that 


day following, he had not drũke, 


© 


fo much as one Urop of water, 


Now if any one of thefe thinges 
be wont to cauſe great thirſt , as 
wee ſee in men who are wounded, 


and haue ſhed much blood, and 


in them who-haueJaboured, and 
ſweat much, and in them alſo wo 


haue not drunke of a long time 
8 | before, 


) 


3 Of Patience. Chap. 7. 9 
| before; what kinde of thirſt (hall 
has haue bene, which was endu- 
ted by un our Lord? Infallibly 
| 3ewas molt extreame; & the tor- 
ment, which it cauſed, was grie- 
| nous, beyond any thing which we 
Are able to expreſſe. And now de- 
ſelaring the paine and torment, 
which he felt thereby, he ſaid 
thus, I thirñ; and the remedy and 
| .comfort , which he obtained for 
the eaſe thereof, was, that one of 
the ſoldiers tooke a fpunge, and 
| vetting it in wine, which was 
! Fpoyled and growen vineger, and 

| :mingled with gall, he tyed it to a 
Jong cane, ai ſo applied it to 
his ſacted mouth; and our Lord 
'tooke thereof, not to drinke it 
done ( becauſe it was nor fit that 
de ſhould drinke of ſo deadly a 
thing) but he tooke it to haue a 
"taſte thereof;he tooke as much as 
might ſerue to afflict, & 
5 is 


* 


\ 
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his taſte; ſo to ſuffer the more for | 
Vs. So doth the deuout Lenſper- | A 
gius declare, ſaying ;z Our Lord, I 
- vaderſtanding well, how bitter | WF" 
that drinke was, which they gaue | 
him, did yet take therof, through | V* 
his great loue to vs; not ſo ſwal- 
lowir downe, but onely to afflia | 4 
his tongue and taſte with bir- | 
ternes: that ſo he might rake tor- | 
ment in that parte of him, from 
which ſinne grew in vs. For Ewe | 
committed her ſinne by taſting | 
; of the forbidden fruite , and by | **. 
meanes of her ſinne, did Adan |; 1 
finne ; and ſo haue wee all done 
after him. | 
Such a kinde of refreſhinge 
was allowed to Chriſt our Lord 
againſt his paine, and torment 
of thirſt , which was to encreaſe 
the ſame paine, and torment. f 
So ſaith Saint Cyrill; In ſtead of 
ſome wholeſome drinke , which | 
might 


of Patience. Chap, 7. 92 
night refreſh him,they gaue him 

' abircer and hurtfull drinke; and 
that curteſy , which they would 
eme to vie in giuing him ſome- 


. F Le + 


| what to take, was conuerted into 
| cruelty , by giuing him ſo vile a 
| thing. And this did Saint Luke 
| re ſignify, ſaying; that the 
ſoldiers , putting a ſcorne vpon 
| our Lord, did ol him vineger. 
The Pſalme recounts the iniury 
and affliction, u hich hereby the 
put vpõ Chriſt our Lord, amon of 
the reſt of his torments ſaying. 
Pſal. 68. They gane mee gall inſteed of 
nate, and in my thirſt they gaue mee 
| vineger 50 ka har is to ſay: 
they were ſo farre from hauing 
compaſſion of me in my miſeries; 


1 
2 
p 
> 
14 


| & ſo great was the cruelty which 
they vied towards me, that when 
I came with my Croſſe ypon my 
backe to the place of torment, in 
ſteed of ſome aromaticall wine 
no. (ſuch 


} 
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(ſuch as they vſed to giue dying 


men for their comforr)rhey gaue | $2 


mee wine corrupted, and min- 


gled with gall, and mirrhezwhich & , 


being ſo very rhicke was become 


as a moſt bitter, and moſt hurtful | ; 


meate. And being afrerward nay- 
led vpon the very Croſſe, hauing 
my blood exhauſted, and I being 
. tormented with thirſt, and decla- 
ring the thirſt I had , they gaue 
mee vinagre mingled with gal to 

drinke. 
I his was the torment of thirſt, 
which Chrift our Lord ſuffered 
vpon this Croſſe, and thus was 
he content to be abandoned; and 
by meanes of this, and the reſt, 
which he endured there, all faith-⸗ 
full Chriſtias are to comfort the- 
ſelues in their corporall infirmi- 
ties, and muſt be animated to en- 
dure them, with Patience; to imi- 
tate our Lord thereby, and con- 
| | forme 


> Of Patience. Chap. 7. dy 
forme themſelues to his holy wil. 
o ſaich Saint Gregory; To the end 
that ſicke perſons may conſerue 
che vertue of Patience in their ſick - 

neſſes, they muſt cõtinually con- 

Ader the paines which our God 
| and our Redeemer did ſuffer at 
the hands of his owne creatures, 
| & how many affronts, how many 
buffets, how many ſpittings, how 
many ſcourges, and how many 
thornes he endured for our ſalua- 
| tion;and particularly how, to be- 
' Rowtheſweernes of heauen ypon 
vs, he tooke, when he was moſt 
| thirſty , the bitrernes of gall for 
{ Himſelfe. This is the ſaying of 
Saint Gregory. TOE 

Beſides this, Chriſt our Lord de- 
clared by many examples, and 
| reſtimonies of the holy Ghoſpell, 
| how great bleſſings are contained 
in corporall infirmities;and how 
Bieat fruites are gathered from 
13 = thence, 


+ + 


96 Abort ereatiſe 
thence by ſuch as endure them 
with Patience. By this meanes of 
fickneſſe, he drew many to his 
Faith,and to his grace, and to the 
obedience of his Choſpell; and 
he cured them ſo, of many ſinnes. 
For when they found themſelues 
ſicke, they went in ſearch after 


health of the body; and then be- | 


lieuing, and doing penance for 
their ſinnes, they obtained alſo 
health for their ſoules . So doth 
the holy Euangeliſts informe vs 
often. For ſpeaking of thoſe woe- 
men, who with great devotion & 
faith followed Chriſt our Lord, 
Saint Luke ſaith.chup. b. Our Lord 
going to preach amongſt thoſe 
Citties, and townes, diuers woe- 
men follow ed him, whom he had 
deliuered from impure ſpirits, & 
cured of their infirmities. 
Some of theſe, were Marie Mag- 
dalen and leanna the wife of 
Cbuſa, 
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Of Patience. Chap. 7. 97 
Chuſe, à lawyer of Herods, and 
Suſanne, and many others. And 
they following our Lord, did ſup» 
ply him out of their meanes, with 
neceſſaties for the ſuſtentation of 
his life. By theſe words, the holy 
Euangeliſt giues vs to vnderſtãd, 
that their hauing bene ſicke,and 
cured by our Lord, was the way 
to make them belecue in him, & 
to follow him; both in body and 
ſoule. And of the woma, who was 
ficke of a bloody fluxe, Matth. 9. 
Marc. 5. and had found no re- 
medy by her Phyſitians. S. Mat« 
thew declares the ſame; and that 
her infirmity had made her looke 
for remedy in Chrift our Lord; & 


to be beleeue and confide in him, 


with ſo liuely faith, that ſhee ob- 
tained health both in body, and 
ſoule. And the ſame thing happe- 


ned tothe paralitike, Mat. 9. Mar. 2. 


for whom the roofe of the houſa 
E Was 
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was taken of, that he might be 
brought before our Lord: for his 
infirmity was the cauſe why he 
made himſelfe be carryed, & pre- 
ſented to him; and that ke wou 
beleeue in him, with ſorrow for 
his ſinnes, and ſo obtaine pardon 
thereof. The ſame alſo happened 
to innumerable other ſicke per- 
ſons, whoſe ſickneſſes were the 
cauſe, why they ſought out Chf 
our Lord, and gaue eare to his 
word, and beleeued in him, and 
amended their laues, and obtai- | 
ned true cure of their ſoules. 
A great bleſſing of God, is this 
 Kindeofcorporal inſirmity, ſince 
it is the roote, and occaſion of ſo 
high a good, as it is for man to 
know his ſinnes, and to be ſoryß 
for them, and to obtaine a cleane | Ep? 
and healthfull ſoule, and eternall / 
happines afterward.Saint Gregor) 
 adniſes ſicke perſons, to conſider 
4 this 
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this well; that ſo rhey may vn- 


derſtand the great beneſit᷑ of ſick- 


neſſe, and thus he ſaith. Let ſicke 
perſons conſider how profitable 


the ſicknes of the hody is for the 


health of the ſoule, & how great 
a gift of Cod it is. For it makes 
a man enter into himſelfe, and 
knowe his weakenes, and his ſin- 
nes, and the miſeries to which he 
. Is ſubiect. It makes him feare 
| God,' and reforme his life, that 
ſo by meanes of penance, he may 
be made cleane from his former 
' finnes, and may be bridled and 
; fortified towards the not cõmit- 
ting others afterward. Saint Gre- 
90 Nax ianx en relates how being 

one day preſent with Eudoxius, a 
| holy man,who was ficke; and in- 
| rerpreting , at the requelt of the 
ficke man, the ſeauenty ſecond 
' Palme , wherein the holy Ohoſt 
declares, how Cod is wont to viſit 
1 E 2 hs1 
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his ſeruants in this life, with the Is 
ſcourges of ſickneſſes, and other b 
afflictions;that holy man(whom P. 
ſome cõceiue to haue bene Saint #b 
Baſil) lift vp his eyes to heauen, 
and exclamed ſaying, I giue thee 

thankes ò celeſtiall Father, and 
Creatour of mankinde, for that 
thou doeſt vs good againſt our de 
wills; that is, thou ſendeſt ys in- pi 
firmities, & other miſeries, which pa 
wee would not hauezw hereby yet th 
thou doeſt good to our ſoules; & bl. 
eee this exteriour man, me 
which is the body, thou clenſeſt loi 
the interiour man, which is the fir 
minde ; and thou carrieſt ys on | tio 
towards eternall happines, by ad- | bir 
uerſities, and contradictions to Va! 
Dur guſt. And Saint Gregory addes | ing 
further, that the Saint ſpoke | 7 

thoſe words, as reloycing and de- f 
Lighting in his ſickneſſe. | 
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of Patience. Chap y: io) 
is thus declared in holy ſcripture 


by the mouth of the wiſe man. 
Pro, 20. The ſigne of the burt, and 


the ſecret wonndes of the belly, doe cure 
mens exills , His meaning is, that 
both the exteriour hurts of the 


body, which are not very grie- 


uous; and thoſe alſo which are 


deep and dangerous, and doe 
- Pierce euen into the moſt inward 
parte of the bowells , doe clenſe 
the ſoule from ſinne. An admira- 
ble mercy of God is this, and a 
} moſt ſingular teſtimony of his 


loue, and of the moſt ardent de- 


fire which he hath of our ſalua- 
| tion. For man being forgerfull of 
| himſelfe, and careleſſe of his ſal- 
uation, and inſtead of vertue lou. 
| Ing vice, & not walking on tow-- 

ards heauen, but towards hell; Al- 
mighty God is pleaſed to viſit 


him with ſickneſſe, and tribula- 
tion againſt his will; whereby he 
| E 3 makes 
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makes him enter into himſelfe, 


and to abhorre the ſinne which he ; 

Joued before; and to forſake the 
way of hell, wherin he was going; © 

and to purſue the way of heauen, 
which he had left;and to fly from 
many finnes, into which former - 
ly he had fallen. This is that , 
mercy of God, which Saint lj | 
dorus ponders ſaying . Almighty 
God, ſeeing that many men will 
not reforme themſelues vpon the 


} 


motion , and at the inſtance ot | 
their owne will, ſends them ad- | 
-verficies; that being troubled, & 
afflicted, they may be amended, 
and ſo growe to loue thoſe things 
which formerly they loued not. 
And finding that ſome are ſo in- e 
olined, and prompt to ſinne, he h 
ſcourges them with infirmities of 
the body, to the end that they 
may giue it ouer; and he leaves h 
them ſicke, becauſcir is bette : for 
| them 


Of Patience. Chap. 7. 103 
them to be broken by ſickneſſe, 
and paine, and ſo to obtaine the 
eternall ſaluation of their ſoules; 
then to liue full of health, and 
full of ſinne; and ſo to walke on 
towards hell. This is the ſaying 
of Saint Iſidorus. 

And becauſe ſickneſſe doth not 
produce ſo excellent, and diuine 
effects in all Chriſtians, to take 
away their former ſinnes, and to 
hinder ſuch as are future; but 
onely in ſome, who when they 


are ſicke, doe enter ſeriouſly 


into their owne hearts, and haue 
contrition for their ſinnes, and 
change their liueszit is therefore 
neceſſary for all men, vpon ob- 
ſeruing that they are ſieke, to opẽ 


the eyes of their ſoule, & to exa- 
mine their conſciences well, and 


to conſider ſeriouſly of all thoſe 
thinges, which may giueimpedi- 
ment to their ſaluationzand con- 

E 4. feſſing 
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feſſing their ſinnes with ſorrow) b 
giue a faithfull account of all to 
their ghoſtly Father; & inſtantly & (« 
put all things in order, with great | « 
diligence, which concerne the & 
amendment and reformation of 2 
their liues; leaſt otherwiſe that | 
ſiekneſſe which God did ſend a | 1 
man with loueand mercy, and to T: 


the end he might be clenſed from 2 
ſinne, and io be ſaued; doe not n 
growe to ſerue but as a preface | m 
and beginning of thoſe endles | Ji 
torments , which are to be ſuffe- | fe 
by him, in the next life; as it vill | li 

be to all them, who will not pro- 
fit by the ſickneſſes which Cod & 
ſends. So ſaith the ſame Saint. du 


The ſcourge of aduerſity and tri- 

bulation , doth then clenſe the 
ſoule from ſinne, when the man 
changes his manner of life; for [ 
vnles he change his life, his ſin- 


nes remaine where they were. 
. 80 
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6 So that, vpon the whole matter, 
euery ſcourge & aduerſity, vhich 
God ſends à man in this life, is 
either tobe as a ſpirituall Purga- 
tory for his ſinnes committed, 
and of the penalty to which he is 
ſubie& for the ſame; or els it will 
ſerue for a beginning of that o- 
ther paine, which he is to ſuffer 
afterward. For certainly, the pai- 
nes andtorments which are eter- 
| nally to be ſuffred by ſome, in tho 


life to come, are begun to be ſuf- 
7 ſome of them, euen in this 
e. 

The truth which this holy Do- 

; Rorhathdrawe out of holy ſcrip= 
ture, carries great force with its 
and the Holy Ghoſt therein doth 
teach vs » and confirme by the ex- 
ample of many ſinners , that 
Qod did ſcourge them with great 
infirmities;and becauſe my pro- 
ted nat thereby, they paſſed on 
5 E 5 from 
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from temporall paine and death} 
to eternall. And this ought to 
moue vs much , to receiue any 
fickneſle, as a moſt pretious gift 


of God',and'to giue him great 


thankes for it, and to profit by it; 
making a change of our life to 
the better; to the end that, being 


vleer both of guilt and paine, we 


may make a ſhort and certaine 
entry into erernall life. And ſo, 
that may be fulfilled in vs, which 
Eecleſiatticus chap, 3: ſaith. A great 
infirmity of the body 14165 2 
mas minde ſober; that is,itcleers 
it from ſinne, and doth moderate 
andiuiſtify it in all thinges. 
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char by his freeing him from that 
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"THE VI. CHAPTER. 


Of other great bevefits , Which are 
drawen from corporall infirmi- 
ries, when they are borne 

With Patience. 


Eſides this ſo excellent effect 

of clenſing and freeing the 
ſoule from ſinne, infirmity of the 
body vſes to produce diners o- 
thers, which are very high, & of 
incomparable bMefit. Which diſ- 
poſe the ſoule, to the end that it 
may receiue giftes from God, & 
that it may better and perfect ĩt 


ſelfe more in vert ue, and increaſe 


in merit; and that it may praiſe 
and glorify almighty God more, 
and that a man may ſo, become a 


particular inſtrumẽt of the glory 


pf God, which ſhines in him, ei- 
"| WG ſick- 


tos [ short treatiſe 
Kckneſle with particular prout? 
dence,and loue;or by giuing him 
admirable vertue and ſtrength, 
wherby to endure it with ſo great 
Patience, that it may be ſeen how it 
is God, who helpes him to endure 
ſo much, and with fo good a will, 
in contemplation of eternall life. 
Fhole blinde men to whom 
Chriſt our Lord gaue their ſight 
at his entry and iſſue out of the 
Citty of lericho . Luc. 18 Mat, 20. 
had neither ſeen his miracles,nor | 
heard his dodtrige;but had onely 
met wi th the fame of che wonder- 
full chinges which he did; and of 
the mercy which he vſed towards 
all; and thereby they grew to be- 
leeue in him, wichſo great faith, 
and deuotion, that, before all 
thoſe troopes, which followed 


him, they did wich great cries, |. 


confeffe him to be the true Meſ- 
Gas, and the Sauigur of the world, 
faying, 
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of Patience. Chap. 8. 109 
faying , leſus then ſonne of Dauid 
baus mercy on vs. And after, when 
they receiued their fight, they 
followed our Lord , praiſing and 
glorifying God. Many of the 
children of Iſrael], and of the wiſe 
and prudent men of the people, 
had heard the doctrine of Chriit 
our Lord, and ſeen his miracles, 
with their one eyes, & yet they 
had not embraced his faith, nor 
had they bene moued by his 
orks, to glorify Almighty God; 
whileſt yet theſe blinde men, by 
the onely fame of the workes of 
Cbriſt our Lord, which had como 
to their eares, receiued his faith, 
and glorified and confeſſed our 
Lord. And the cauſe thereof was, 
in regard that the blindenes and 
pouerty of theſe men, made them 
more capable, and better diſpo- 
ſed to conſent to thoſe diuine in- 
ſpirations , wherewith gs ir 
Or 
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Lord toucht their hearts, and cal« 
led them, to receiuethe light of 
faith which' Chrift our Lord offe- 
red the;as alſo to the end that the 
fier of diuine loue, might more 
eafily inflame their ſoules with 
true deuotion , and moue them 
to glorify the diuine Maieſty. 
The Ghoſpell expreſſes not, 
that Chriſt our Lord did pardon 


their ſinnes; or that he bad them 


ſinne no more, as he had done to 


other ſicke perſons ; but that he 
gaue them light, both in body 
and ſoule, to the end that they 
might ſee and beleeue in him; & 
deuotion, wherewith to confeſſe 


praiſe & follow him. Vpon which 


wee may inferre, that they were 
already good men,and in the fa- 
uour of God: and ſo this is proo- 
ued to be that effect of ſickneſſe, 
which wee are now declaringe; 
Namely that it diſpoſes ſuch as 
e axe 


are good, to receiue new giftes 


ed by the Emperour Theodoſius, a3 


of that time; one of thoſe coſorts 


Of Patience, Chap, 8. in 
from Cod, and to better them, 
and perfect them, by their grow - 
ing in vertue, and by making thẽ 
increaſe in merits, both of grace 
and glory. 

The bleſſed Euagrius Biſhop of 
Antioch, and diſciple of Saint Ma- 
cbarius, relates that; going one day 
in company of other ſeruants of 
God to viſit that moſt holy man 
Tohn a Moncke of Agypt, and a 
great Prophet, and much reueren - 


being one of the greateſt Saints 


of his fell ſicke of a violent bur- 
ning feauer; and beſought the 
Saint to cure him. But the Saint 
made him anſwere in theſe words, 
Thou deſireſt to driue that from 
thee which it imports thee for the 
ood of thy ſoule ro keepe . For 
Mow, that as bodies are _— 
8258 an 
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and clenſed with ſalt- peter, and 

other thinges of that nature,and 
doe ſo become more beautifull, | 
and more pleaſing to the eye; ſo | 


areſoules moreclenſed by corpo- | 


rall ſickneſſe, & made more beau- | 
tifull, and acceptable to the eyes 
of God. Thus ſaid this Saint. And 
this is the effect, which is produ- 
ced by ſickneſſe, in good men; 
Namely that the ſoule growes 
thereby in purity, and grace, and 
in all thoſe vertues, whereby they 
are to pleaſe and ſerue Cod. And 
let vs now caſt our eyes vpõ ſome 
other examples, which may de- 
clare to vs, how ſickneſſe makes 
men become inſtruments of the 
glory of God , that ſo his power 
and goodnes may ſhine more in 
them. 
When Chbrift our Lord was eu- 
ring the mã who was borne blind, 
Bis diſciples asked him, 0. . bar 
Fun 


| fine it Dat, Ybicb had cauſed blindnes 
is that man, TÞhetber it Werc of bim, 
| or of bis parents. Chriſt our Lord 


Of Patience. Chap. l. i 


made them, this anſwere; That it 


was neither for hit, nor bis partts ſinne; 


but to the end that the Workes of God 
might be manifeſted in him. His mea- 
ning was, that neither the actuall 
finne of him, nor of his parents, 
was the cauſe of his being borne 
blinde: nor was that blindnes im- 
poſed on him in puniſhment of 
any ſinne, which either his pa- 
rents or himſelfe had committed; 
but he was borne blinde by the 
_-_ will of God, to the end that 
by giuing him ſight, the world 
might growetoſee thoſe workes, 
which were proper to the diui- 


nity; namely the working of Mi- 


racles, by his proper vertue, 
which might teſtify and declare, 
that he who wrought them, was 
true Cod. By theſe wordes, did 


Cbriſt 


| 
: 
F 


that ſickneſſe is a 


| Of Patience. Chap. 8. 115 
the light of faith, & grace which 


be gaue, ho declared the glory of 
Bis divinity . Let vs produce an- 
other example of the ſame na- 


ture . When Lazarus was fallen 
ficke , his ſiſters ſent a meſſenger 
to our Lord; To. 11. who ſaid, 
looke beer O Lord , for he Whom 
theu loueſt is ſicke. Now, in that La- 
Karus was ſicke, being ſo good a 
man, and ſo mich beloued by 
Chriit our Lord, wee are taught 
reat gifr, 
which God not onely beſtowes 
vpon ſinners for their cõuerſion, 
but alſo vpon juſt and holy men, 
for the bettering of their ſoules, 
and for their encreaſe in grace, 
and merit; and therefore when 
God ſends ſickneſſe, it ſhould be 
receiued with a right good will. 
Saint Auguſtine ſaith, he who loues 
God, loues that which God loues; 
and there fore it is, that heloues 
cor - 
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8:6 A bort treatiſe 
corporall ſickneſſe, which is the | 
worke and gift of God. O how | 
full it is of all reaſon,thata man 

' whois the ſeruant of God, ſhould |} 
receiue that ſickneſſe which God | 
ſendshim,with a great good will, | 
and a cheerfull heart! If a man 
being ſicke, God ſhould giue him 
health, hewould receiue it very 
readily, andwith much ioy and 
thanksgiuing ; and = certainly | 
ought he to receiue that ſickneſſe, 
wherewith God viſits him: with | 
greater affection, and thankesgi- | 
uing: as being a moſt profitable | 
\ 
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gift of God. This is delivered by | 
| Saint Augatine , And although it 
bdetrue, that for the point of not- 
| ſinning through impatience, it 
ſuffices to endure, and beare the 
infirmity, without deſiring to be 
quit of it, by valawfull meanes, 
(as wee declared before;) yet to 
gaine and merit much more ther- 


| by, 
0 1 
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Of Patience. Chap. 8. 1 
by,and to obraine greater gifres, 
and graces from God, a man, as 
Saint Angcſtine ſaith, muſt receiue 
it with much contentment, and 
with a very affectuous manner of 
thankesgiuing. And it is fir that 
wee proceed after this manner, in 
regard that ſickneſſe is of much 
greater profit to many ſeruants 
of God, then health would be; 
and it is a great gift of Cod to- 
wards all; & giues them meanes 
of much ſpirituall good; and for 
this reaſon doth Cod giue it to 
whom he loues, as he did to La- 
zarus, Whom be loued mich, 

Our Lord hauing receiued this 
meſſage from the two fiſters, ſaid 
to chem who brought it;This ſick- 
neſſe is not to death, but for the glory 
of God; and to the end that the 
onne of God may be glorified by 
occaſiotherof.His meaning was: 
chat that inficmity was not to end 
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118 A short treatiſe 
in death;becauſe;rhough the man 
were to dy, yet he was not to con- 
tinue dead; but ſhortly to returne 
to this preſent life; and ſoit was 
not ordained for his death, but 
for the glory of Cod. And the 
particular glory of God, ro which 
it was ordained, was, that tlie ſon 
of God, might be glorified by 
occaſiõ of that ſickneſſe, & death 
which followed thereuponzhe gi- 
uing life tothe dead man, & per- 
fe& health to him who at that 
time vas ſicke: & fo he was knowẽ 
by meanes of that werke with 
faith and obediece, to be the true 
God and Sauiour of the world. 
By theſe examples did Chrif 
our Lord diſcouet to vs, how the 
ſickneſſe of his ſeruants, might 

turne to his glory; which hap- 
pens ſometimes by his freeing 
them from their infirmities, and 
from the dangers & paines ther- 
of, 
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of patience Chap. 8. 19 
of, by ſuch particular and extra- 
ordinary meanes of his diuine 
prouidence, as greatly ſerue to 
manifeſt the love and care, which 
he hath of them; and inuite all 
ſuch as knowe thereof to praiſe, 
| and Joue, & confide in his good- 
nes more and more. At other 
times (and this is moſt vſuall) this 
is performed by Chrift our Lord 
in the ſickneſſe of his ſeruants, by 
his giuing them great and effica- 
cious fauours, & ſuccours; wher- 
by they are madeable to carry 
their infirmities with rare Patizce, 
& with admirable contentment, 
And ſo, whileſt they are ſicke, they 
performe high acts, and of great 
| ſeruice to God; by meanes wher- 
of, thee awake, and prouoke all 


men to praiſe and glorify Chriſt 


our Lord, for working ſuch won- 
ders in his ſeruants. This ſo pre- 
tious fruite offckneſſe, 1 is excel- 
lently 


5 A dort treatiſe 
lently deſcribed , by that divine 
Diadocus, in theſe wordes. As, for 
the making of a good impreſſion, 
by any ſeale ypon waxe, it is ne- 
- ceflary firſt, to ſoften that waxe, 
with the fingars, or with fier; ſo, 
to the end that the ſeale of divine 
vertue, may be imprinted vpon 
the ſoule, & that ir may encreaſe, 
and growe perfect in vertue, and 
In the gifts of God, it is neceſ- 
ſary that it be exereiſed, and reſi- 


ned by infirmities, and many o- 


ther tribulations, and troubles; 


whereby is may be diſpoſed, and 


ſoftened, for receiuing the im- 
eſſion of this diuine ſeale. And 


zuſt, as in the primitiue Church, 


Cod wrought this glorĩous effect, 


in his ſeruants, out of the perſe- 
tion of Tyrants, and * 
tormẽts, wherwith they aft 


ed, 


h the |: 


and martyred Chriſtians; ſonow | 


doth God produce the ſame ef- 


fect, 


A 
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of Patience, Chap.s. 1. 
ſect, in the ſoules of his ſeruants, 
„ by meancs of cemprations , and 
Anteriour aſſaults of the diuellza: 
„ _ alſo of exteriour and corporall. 
\ | . ficknefſe, and paine. I ſay, chat in 
„place of perſecutions, which are 
> || _ ceaſed, God ſends them the affli- 
n || .Rionofre tations in their ſoule, 

and of ſickneſſe in their body; to 
q || che end that the image ofdinine 
beauty may be made perfect. in 


. || - their hearts. Ie doth therefote 


2 much import, that wee receige 
8 with great content ment the tẽp- 


13 þ - tations and ſicknefſes, which God 
1- | ends vs; and that wee giue him 
d _Fhankes for them: for by his 
b, | means they wi groe t be a 
% 1 Kinde;of martyrdome to vs, This 
a2 | wee are taught by Saint Diadecus. 
ne Let vs therefore be much anima- 
d. ted, to receiug any infirmities or 
* | . tribylatios, which God may ſend 
f. s, with à goodwill and let vs be 
F con- 
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content to ſuffer them as long as | 

te (hall pleaſe God; not limiting 

him, either in the degree, or qua- 
lity of the Croſſe; nor yet in the | 
time, that it is to laſt. For it i 
Ood who knowes, what is conue- 
niente for vs to endure; and ther- 
fore wee muſt remir our ſelues to 
his will, and refigne our ſelues 
wholly, into his hands. For if{as 
Saint Eybrem ſaith) me, who haue 
beaſts, ypd which they cauſe their 
"burdens to be laid and catryed 
from one place to another, doe 
well know, what waight or burde | 
euery one of the is able to beare, 
andi thar very burden doe they 
impoſe, #hd no greater: and if 
the potter, ho makes veſſelles of 
clay, and puts them into the fur- 
nace of ſier, doth well know how 
long they are to be kept there, to 

the end thar,wh n they are taken 
fortij they may be Fell condirio- 
Ned, 


* 


. mankinde, know 


: a by 


atience. Chap. 8. 
ned, 1 —— N 


le torbevſe of manz and not re- 
maine therein more time, then is 


conuenient, leaſt ſothey growers 
be burnt vp, or broken; nor yet 


iſs time then ir neceſſary; leaſt 


To'; they be taken forth X44 fofr, 
and be ſubĩect to looſe the forme 


they haue: how much moredorh 


God, who 1 is of infinit wiſedome 
And poodnes;' and milaceines a 
moſt exact Prout ence ouer all 
his crextures, and ſpeclally ouer 
at iuſt burden 
of ficknes,ororhdr afflictiõ which 
J One is able to vndergoe 
by meanes of that helpo 
himſelfe is pleaſed to af- 
foard; as alſo thor time, re 


which 3 it is fic, that he beare i ic 
Mor vill he impoſe more wai ight, 


cen a man can carry, nor let it 
1 N longer time, then ir is 
him to beare itz tò the end 

+ that 


#24. T 4 mort ereatiſt +: 
that he may grove afaithfull & | 


true ſetuant of his, and may be 


alle eternity, deb had re for 
him. $319 8 


able of that glory, which from 


A moſt certaine chin jo ghee 1 


Ood, of whom the holy Scripeure - 


(aith , that be made all tbinges, is 
W4igbs number , and meſure, and 
ouernes them all with ſo great 

uauity;and who well knowes the 
qualiry and. degree of that in- 


mity, er other affliction which 


euery one is able to beate, either 
by that naturall or ſupernaturall 1 


ſtrength, which he hath, recejued 


of him, as alſo how: long ha is able 


to bears ĩtʒwill not impoſe a fick- - 
nes, or other Croſſe, nor permit 


that ic continue any longer time 
then he can ſuffer it with Patiunceʒ; 


or then is fic for the good af his 


ſoule. So ſaĩth Saint aas. 
not troubled about thy bodily 


os | 


health, | 


li : 
7 be 5 
rom 


for, 
me” by 


chat 
tus 
% 
and 


' is moſt conuenient for thee: and 
ſo if he know, that thy health will 
bo good for thee, he will be ſurs 


ſicke, eonſerue themſelues cleans 


in- || it health, would haue comitted 
ick many: and many men being in 
her health, deliuer themſelues vp to 


had bene ſicke, would haue auoi- 
died the ſame. God doth well 
: know what is fit far every one. In 
this Jer vs place our chief care, 
that our ſoules may be, and con- 
tinte whole. This is deliuered to 


Let vs ther fore herein, be very 


bench but defire thou of Cod, 
that he will giue thee that which 


to giue it thee; and if he giue ir 
not, be thou well aſſured, rhar ir: 
would nor haue bene good for 
thee . Wee (ce many, who being 


from ſinneʒ who if they had bene 


great wickednes 3 who if they 


vs, by Saint 4#guftine. 


faichfull and true to God, and 
* very 


476) & sbore naa], - 


& let vs fo deſire health, or any o- 
ther conueniency ofthis life, and 
ſo let vs beg it of God, as that 
wee may yet be ready ſtill, to re- 
eeĩue any ſieknes, or ther con- 
tradiction, at his holy hand, whẽ- 


foeuer he ſhall be pleaſed to ſenld 


itz ſince our ſuffering theſe things 


very obedient to his diuine will: 


with Patience, ſerues ſo greatly to 


the glory of God, & to the good 


of our ſoules. And not onely hẽ 
the: inconuenience which happẽs 


to vs, is yety great, let vs eſteem 


it for a great merey, and bleſſing 


of God; and full of profit to our 


ſoules; but alſo wee muſt thinke 


highly of it, & value it as a great 
benefit, and of much profit and 
merit, euen when the ſic kneſſe is 
not great. For, as the diuine Ruſ- 
| brochius ſaith; what ſoeuer euill of 
puniſhment, (how light ſoeuer ic 
may be) we ſuffer to the 8 
an 
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Of Patirnce, Chap. 8. 127 
and glory of Almighty Cod, will 
be of greater benefit to vs, then 
if he had giuen vs the Empire & 
dominiõ of the whole world. For 
whatſoeuer euill wee ſuffer with 
Pgtience,for the glory of Cod(how 
light ſoeuer it may be) God doth 
giue vs for the ſame, no kfle 
thing, then himſelfe: For giuing 
vs his grace, he giues vs himſelfe 
with itzand ſo poſſeſſing the gift, 
we come to poſſeſſe therewithall, 
that Lord himſelfe of infinite 
goodnes, who giues it. Our Lord 
will not permit, that wee ſhould: 
ſuffer -aduerſicies for his loue', 
without much profit and great 
reward: and ſo, by meanes of that 


which wee ſuffer, he communi- 


cates all that chief fruite of his 
molt ſacred Paſſion, which. are 
thoſe ſpiritual and celeſtial bleſ- 
ſings, through which we poſſeſſe 


. God heer by grace, & afterward' 


F 4s by 
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by eternall glory. And thertore 
doth God givevs afflictions, and 
paines in this life; not becauſe 
our affliction or paine is pleaſing 
eo him; but for that incompara- 
ble benefit, which he knowes that 
wee ar to obtaine by meanes her- 
of; and which he ordained, from 
all eternity to beſtowe vpon vs, 
in reward of that Patience, wher- 
with weebeareit, This is ſaid by | 
Ras3broching, „ 

And now by this conſideration 
muſt wee faithfull Chriſtians, be 
greatly moued, and encouraged 
to ſuffer corporall ſickneſſe and 
all other euills of puniſhment, 
with great contentment. For, if 
the diuell (as Saint Iohn Chryſc- 
tome ſaith) when he propoundes 
to the heart of man, ſome tem- 
porary , and euen momentary 
delight, (the fruite and puniih- 
ment w hereof, are moſt ron 
an 


ble and to endure it with Patience, 


teſt reward and fruite, which can 
e conceiued. 


. 


and eternall torment:) doth in- 
duceandGuercomehim ſofarre, 
as to winne him ro expoſe him- 
ſelfe to ſo great a miſery, for ſo 
fleder a delight; how much more 
is it reaſon, that wee, whoare the 
fairhfull ſeruants of Teſus Chrift, 
when he propoſes to our hearts, 
thoſe immenſe and eternall ioyes 
of heauen, be moued and per- 
fwaded to receiue a ſicknes, or 
ſome other light and ſhort trou- 


which bringes forth ſuch fruite, 
and reward after it, as is eternall 
life, and an everlaſting kingdom 
of glory: and (aboue all) which 
produces the frvite of pleaſing, 
and-glorifying Almighty God, 
which is incomparably the grea- 


„ THE 


330” Albert treatiſe 
THE IX. CHAPTER; © | 


W bereiw it it confirmed, by the exam=- 
phe of Saints, bop great the fruite | 

ef ebnet, and other tribulation is, | 
and how this is an eſfict of Gods | 
mercy > Which be abe hes to ard: 
bis friends, - 


Ecauſe it is of ſo great im- 
D portance to haue an vnder- | 
ſtanding, & feeling ofthis trath; | 
namely that it is a worke-of vn- | 
fpeakable loue in-God to ſendys / 
fickneſſes and other afflictions, 
which. he expreſſes toward his 
greateſt friends; andhe prooues 
and perfects them thereby; and 
makes ths worthy of maſt beau- 
tifull and moſt pretious crownes 
of glory, wee will confirme it by 
he example of ſome very emi-- 
ant Saints , Timerby , that holy 
Riſhop, 
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of Patience, Chap. 9. 131 
Biſhop, ànd the diſciple of Saint 
Paule, was ſicke of a paine in his 
ſtomacke , 1. Tim. 5. Which is a 


grieuous and irkeſome diſeaſe, 


and had alſo many other infirmi- 
ties. And Saint Paule, louing him 
much, and very tenderly , and 
well knowing the great need he 
had of health, that ſo he might 
with guſt, vndergoe all thoſe dif- 
fieulties, which the office of a Bi- 
ſhop exacted at his hands; did nor 
yet take away this ſicknes, nor 
defire of Almighty God' that it 
be taken away. He cured other 
ficke perſons, 44.9, and that with 


ſo-great facility, that it coſt him L 
no more the to put of his girdle, 


or to take out ſome handkercher, 
which had wiped of his ſwear, & 
then to gine it, that it might be 
laid ypon thoſe ſicke perſons, and 
inſtãtly the men were cured. And 
he- obtajned ſo very eaſily that 

| F 6. which - 
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which he yſed to aske of God, as 
that begging once the liues of 
tro hundred ſeauẽty and ſix per- 
ſons, who were going with him to 
Rome, and were in danger of pe- 
riſhing by the way, God did grãt 
the ſuite, and freed them from 
death at his requeſt ; and yet to 
this diſciple of his, who he loued 
fo much, he neither gaue health 
by miracle, nor did he beg the 
cure of God; but permitted him 
to continue ſicke as he was. And 
for ſome eaſe in thoſe mfirmities 
which he had, he gauenoe other 
the that ordinary remedy, which 
any Yulgar friend, would haue 
preſcribed, ſaying; doe not ſtill 
drinke water alone, but take a 
little wine, for chat paine of ſto- ' 
macke, which you endure;and for 


the many orher jnfirmities which 


you ſuffer. But why then did not 
Saint Paule free his diſciple Ti · 


mothy 
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ding chat he was ſtill ſo ſicke, he, 


of Patience, Chap. 9. #133 
mothy from theſe ſickneſſes⁊ Be- 
cauſe he knew, that they were 
great teſtimonies of the loue 
which God bore him; and that 
they were profitable to his ſoule, 
by occaſioning him to growe in 
Parrence and humility and fauour 
in the fight of God. 4623.6 

Saint Gregory Natianzen had 
many and grieuous ſickneſſes; & 
in his age they were both greater, 


EX grew in effect to be continuall. 


Amongſt che reſt, he had the 
goute, which tormented him 
much; and ſo , as that he could 
not ſtirre, but earryed. And thus, 


| howſoeuer he were of ſtrong con- 


ſtitutiõ, his many acts of penace, 
and continuall infirmities, con- 
ſumed him at laſt; and he eame to 
dy, at the age of 65. yeares as Ca- 
far Baronias collects by the wri- 
tings of the Saint. Notwithſtan- 


yet 


— — 1 
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— greatly benefited the 
Church; and by his infirmities, 
he greatly benefited himſelfe, for 
he carryed them with Patience, & 
had much comfort therein. 

Saint Bafil was tormented with 
moſt grieuous ſickneſſes; and 
ſometimes they brought him to 
the very dores of death. Yea 


they were ſocontinuall, that the 


paine he ſuffered, v hẽ he vas heſt 
in health, might paſſe for grie- 
wous ficknefle in another. Him- 
felfe in his Epiſtles,ſpeaks therof; 
and in one of them he ſaith; 1 
bane had many fickneßes, and one of 


Jam alſo ſicke, and there is ſcarce an 


boure of my liſe, herein I expect not 


m7 death. And in another letter of 


his, he ſaich; If vhen I am belt, (ac- 
cording to the apparunce; I baue of 


dealtb Itbey account m am ce 
| - 


e labouced much; and by thoſe 


then bath ſucceeded another; and now 


_—_— 
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| ting, diſpuring;, preaching, go- 


Of Patience: Chap. 9? uy 
he areginen auer; fromthence it may 
mage, What, kinds of thing 
„ By Ian fallen inte an ex preſſe 
liſaaſe, And it was matter of greax 
admiratio,that vnder the waight 
of ſo many, & ſo great fickneſles, 
he could labour ſo hard by wri- 


uerning;and going, as it were, in 


pilgrimage, to preach the Cho- 
; palin diuers parts of the world; 
that heing ſo waſted with ſuch: 
ines of body and diſtempers of 


ood, he ſhouldnot ſlack onewhic 
in the care, and ſolicitude which 


be carryed, in effect, to all the 
Churches of the Eaſt;whiek were 
you fg perſecuted by heretikes. 


meanes of theſs/infirmi- 


| ties; that moſt holy Doctor, did 


- | mightily augment the merits of 


| bis mo? pure life. 


Saint Gregory the Pope, was ex4 


wiiled by Amighey God, with 
1 xtra. 


| 


zs A obertereatiſe. | 
extraordinary infirmities; ind 
moſt ſharpe paĩnes, which eonti- 
nued a long time with him. He 
had certaine ſeaſons ofthegoure, | 
ſo long and tedious , and which 
aue him ſo exceſſive paine that 
in one pany thereof it continued 
withhim, no leſſe thẽ two yeares. 
He ſaith thus, in one of his Epi- 
ſtles, I baus ſach termeut by the goute, 
that ny hſi is grienous to mee . I daily 
faint vnder my paine, aud I expett the 
remedy of deatb. He bad alſo in his 
body, an interieur ardour of beate, 
Which did, asit Were exen breyle, and 
dry vp bis very bowells, And in all 
theſe infirmities, andtorments, | 
his heart was in ſuch conformity 
to thewilof God, & ho ſo greariy. | 
did deſire to ſuffer them; thathe | 
fought not for comfort and eaſe 
of his miſeries in this life, but 
_ onelydefired it for the next. And |: 
de eſteemed thẽ for ſingular bleſ- 9g 
TOES fings, t © 


= - — 
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{ ſings, and gift of Cod and was , 


thankfull for them as being ſuchz 
as he declared in an Epiſtle which 


he wrote to Saint Leander, Arch- 
, biſhop of Sevil, (who had ritten 


a letter to him, wherein amongſt 
other thinges he tould him, that 


he had bene much tormented by 
the goute) and Saint Gregory an- 


ſwered him, after this manner. 
You tell mee that you are tormented by 


' thegome; and my ſelſe am alſo vebe- 


metly tormented by tbe continuall paine 
of the ſame lifuaft ; but it Will be eaſy 


er vs to finde comfort intheſe miſeries, 
. if ee call our finnes to minde, and 


confiler that Wee are parged rom the, 
by theſe infirmities;aud that fo they are 
not meer ſcourges of God, but bleſsings 


1 alſo, bereby bis diuine Maicity doth vs 


fo much good. Vith ſuch Patience as 


this, did Saint Gregory beate his 
ſickneſles ; and fo they were of 


great helpe to him , for the ob- 
. taining 


— 


— 
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taĩning ofthat moſt eminent ſan« 
Aity » and moſt profound humi- 
liry , and of that moſt plenrifull }Þ 
liphe , which ſhined in his moſt | 
holy ſoule. Of the infufferable in- 
fitmitics,of Saint Toby chien, 
and of the inuincible Patience, and 
conſtancy wherewith he ſuffered 
them, and loued them;and of the 
rear'merits, which he acquired 
by hem, it would be a long bu- 
inelſe to write, and therefore 
wee will remit our (clues to his 
hiſtory; and to his letters, where 
he ſpeakes of them. 
Almighty God gaue alſo to the 
Holy Saint. Bernard, many grie- 
uous , and dangerous ſickneſſes 
for the encreaſe of his yertue, & 
for the greater purifying of his 
life. And yet, to giue more en- 
creaſe to the paine of his ficke- 
neſſe, and of his ſanctity thereby, 
God ordained, ſo that ſuch _ 
| ies 


> aut 1 19 Fer 8 8 9 * A , Reg _— 
* 8 N ** 7 g * : e — 0 
* 7 LY 
= - 3 - Y - 
Dd as As as ad DS ds nes e aft ms a= a ed bs frond i#i .i.c... co .T .T .. 


„ 


@ wv @ 11a Gt, 


TOTAL 


eaſe. of his faine , ſhould prooue 
to hs of greater. torment to him. 


| ö For a certaine holy Biſhop ,; 2 
friand of his, (through 
he had, leaſt the Saint would not 


therxihe cured well, by reaſon of 


the rigour, which he was wont to; 


vie againſt himſelfe, tooke him 
out from the Monaſtery, wherein 
then bg was, and daliuexed him to 
an Infiematian;who ehrovgh ig 

orzance chanced to treate him ſo: 
ill, and gaue him thinges ſo hurt - 
ſull to eate, and ſo painfull to 
take ;. that euen men, who had! 
bene healthy and hungry, would 
haue had difficulty therein. And 


| if the Saint asked for ons thing, 
the Infirmarian gaue him an 
| other, very cõtrary to that wher- 


of he had need. Now the Saint 


} endured theſe ſickneſſes, and this 
| Mcreatingewith ſo great Patiẽce, 


that 


1. 


46 "lf rhort treuvfe w 
Mo 


t 
vttered fo much as an one word 
of diſguſt; but obeyed that rude 


fellow, in all thing es, as any very 


obedient ſubiect would doe his 
_ _— my gr « 4 


ſaperiour, 


Saint Hegb, the Biſhop-of Lin 
colne; had extreame paines in his 


fides which to any other man, 
would haue bene of great impe- 


diment, in the exerciſe of the 


Epiſeopall function; i but he ſuf- 
fered rhem wirh fo great Patience, 
and ſtrength of minde, that he la- 
boured wich that afflicted body 
of his, as if he hag bene perfectly 
in health; and indeed it was a 
Kinde of miraculous thing, how 

he could haue ſtrength and cou- 
rage to doe ſo much. 

Saint Dominicke had many in- 
firmiries, and extreame paines in 
his ſtomacke, and yet through 
the great deſite which he had to 

ſuffer, 


4 


t he neuer complained j- nor 
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| «hey diddjpers.zhinges af much 
dontradictio 


> 9. 14 


verted. to God, 


many grieuous 


die had a ſprenes of eyes , whic 
; . him bi ren trou ble; 


| Fas great, that he could rake 


of Patience. Chap. 9 ii 
ſuffer and well zerfrning: that 
ithoſs: pere particular giftes of 
God, he had much ioy therein. 
And though whileſt he was ſſcke, 


on &c le tg mm; 
heineuer eom ee 
that he was of ended chere bit 
Baue God thankes for all. 

Saint Franc, beſides che icks 
helle hehad, wherein hex dere 2 


ane twenty yeares kor eh CO 
of ewenty other yeares of his life, 


ckneſles; and he 


ered extreme paine in them. 


 paine . ö 
e ſhut vp. ff 


be was —— to 


| p | yes, without being ance 17 — 
| behould any light at all, either 


| 7 day ox nightzand the tormeit 


ne 
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no reſt.at all:? He had extreame 
Aches im his head, in his fide; and 


burhing 
Kü ortnents were ſuchithat he 


n ttonenreq With excefNte 
es; Sc his fleſh was ſo waſted, 
that his skinne did euen cleaue 
6'his bones. And' beſides all the 
erin in tri dies te Had 2 

inde of ibis et "which 
G Ar aftiction. So that 
Kit very diſcaſes were ſo painfull, 
That they my be actoùnted te 
haue brought him a tedious mar- 


ome full of tm t. Now this 
Sint, emdatad-cheſe infirmities 


wich fo adiffirable Patience, that he 
neuer complained of chem; 3 nor, 
ſo much as ſhewed to be troubled 


Elie 7 


in his ſpleen, & hehadalſo | great 
feduers. His fieknefſes | 


parte of his body, which 


At thent; but he loued them, and 
teioyced in them; and through 
ear "WT which he bare to 
them, 


| 
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| And he wa as wont to ſay, I giue 

| Thee thankes, 6 Lord for theſe 

* paings;, and I beſeech thee, that 
Afirbe pleat leaGog to Fheg,chou giye 

mee a hundred timgs,as much 

this ſhall be of of great guſt to mx. 


1 For che guſt of my heart,conſiſts 
Ga in this 7 that thy will may be ac- 
ne compliſhed in mee. e Thomas 
2 EE bunt bad d great fickneſles., He 
fied rieuous paines in his ſto- 

ch dg. P 

. | | Macke; and he had aFiftulcinone 


75 Ren and heendured theſe 
; ies. with. ſo great laue of 
deſire ro ſuffer, thathe 

(elf, byforbearipg 
Aga haue 
and calc, Being 
olly. wichaur-appp- 
40.8 chinking vpon a certzine 
ud | 18, Fþere * 9 cop 
gh \ | , Saren; 1 they er ut he, to 
| . Mortity his ſence,did il en refuſe 
itz 
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it; and God accepted this act of 4 
a Abhegatien at his hands, and re- 
© medyed his neceſſi ity by ocher | 
War mp: A 
The bleſſed Lavrenties Iuſtinia · 
N had grieuous and u e | 
*djſeafes . Once they th hot |, 
iron through his mf mak another {| 
time they opened a parte of his 
throat, with a razour. Theſe pai- 
nes were extreams, and the Saint 
endured thẽ wit ſo great Patitec, 
that neither did he complaine, 
nor ſigh nor made any ſhew that 
he was in torment; bur remained 
immoueable, as if it had not bene 
He, v hom they urn and woun - 
F ded; but ſome otherman'. That 
» which: happened'ro 1880 Saint 
hm wes haue mentioned her, 
hath happened alſo to innume · 
rable others; namely to be excr- 
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them with admirable Patience, & 


Of Patience, Chap. 9. 145 | 


to gather ineſtimable fruite from 
thence. | = 


' THE x. CHAPTER. 


Of the fruite of the enercaſe af Faith, 
and Patience, Which ves. muſt ga- 
#ber fromthe Patience, Which the 
Saints bane abe ved in [affering 


their infirmuties and paines. 
F Irſt we may drawe from hence 
4 a very great and cleare teſti- 
mony , of the infallible cruth of 
the moſt holy Religion of Chriſt 
our Lord, which was profeſſed by - 
all thoſe. Saints. For to ſuſſer ſo 
grieuous ſickneſſes, and ſo bitter 
paines, ſo many yeares, with fo 
inuincible Patience, for the obtaĩ- 
ning of ſpirituall & inuiſible be- 
nedictions, doth incomparably 
exceed all the naturall power, and 
6G ſtrength 


146 4 short treatiſe 7: 
ſtrength of man. And ſo wee ſee 
by experience, that men, who are 
voyd of the Faith of Chrift our 
Lord, cã not beare ſuch ſickneſles 
and paines with true Patience ; but 
they faint and faile of courage | 
therein; and they fall into great 

Aorrowes and other diſorders a- 
gainſt reaſon: and ſome goe ſo 
farre as to deſpaire. 

Silicius Italicus a moſt worthy 
3 the Gentiles, and 
of great wiſedome and authority 
who had bene Proconſul in 4ſia, 
and Conſul in Rome, had a grienous | 
ſicknes, and was ſubie& therein 
to much paine; and not being 
able to endure it, and being ſea- 
uenty and fiue yeares old, he kil- 
Jed himſelfe. And as Cate Fticenſis, 
(ho went for ſo wiſe a man) not 

being able ro endure the affront ' 
of being held ro be ouercome by | 


__—_ - if 80 
— 2 Is 3 
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Ceſar, killed himſelfe, to be fre 
| from ö 


by) 
Tree ] 
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Of Patience, Chap. io. 147 
from that affront: So did Sus 
Italicas, kill himſelfe to be freed 
from the paine of his ſickneſſe, 
which he was not able to endure. 
The Oentiles, who'through'their 


oOrrne fault, were not aſſiſted by 


ſupernatural fauours from God 
for the ſuffering of ſuch paines 
with Patience, were ſubiect to this 
great weakenes, andimpuiſſance 
in ſuffering them. And euen a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, they who are 
not in the grace of Chriſt, ſuffer 
fickneſſes and paines with great 
difficulry: and when they chance 
to be very great, men doeby oc- 

cafion thereof, commit many 
ſinnes, and fall into much diſor- 
der againſt the vertue öf Pariẽce. 


| Whereas wee ſee, that Saints and 


the ſeruants of Cbriſt our Lord, 
endure moſt grieuous ſickneſſes, 
and intollerable & moſt tedioùs 


paines, with ſo great Patienct, that 


G 2 they 
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they loue them, and reioyce in 


them, and thanke God for them. 


And al the power of the ſickneſſe, 


and the ſiercenes of the paine, can 
not make them comir any litt le 
exrour againſt vertue; as we haue 
proued by ſo many examples. lt 
- 3s therefore a moſt clear, and cer- 
taine truth, that theſe men are 
reatly aſſiſted, and ſtrengthened 
by Almighty God, as true faith- 


full ſoules , and ſeruants of his; 


and that they are exalted by ſu- 
pernaturall fauours, both co doe 
and ſuffer thoſe things, which all 
the power and ſtrength of hu- 


aduerſity, is a gift of God, as the 


Plalmiſt ſaith , Pſal. 61. Patience © 


mane nature, can by no meanes | 
doe, or ſuffer, For certainly Pa- 
Al JHience,whi a man is in ſome great 


| | 


ſomes to mee from eur Lord. And 5. 6 Is 


and root of this truth. Amongſt 
FEY wicked 


 4nguſimethus declares thereaſon, 


wt yrs 
- _— n * — 29% 


Of Patience. Chap. 16% 149 


' Wicked people ſo much more coue- 


ragious is any of them towards 
the enduring the inconuteniences 
of this life, as thete aboundes in 
him more couetouſnes and con- 
eupiſcence and loue of the world, 
in regard wherofhe endures the: 


| & amongſt iuſt perſons, ſo much 


the more couragidus is any ſuch 


man to ſuffer paines and tor- 


mers, as he hath the greater cha- 


\ whoſe ſake heſuffers them. The 
loue of the world hath his roots 


| rity and loue of Cod in him, for 


in free will, being aſſiſted & car- 
tryed on by the guſt and delight, 
\ Which men take in thinges of the 


world; and the charity, and loue 


of Cod is infuſed by God him- 
ſelfe: and ſo the Patience of iuſt me, 


\ 


is a gift giuen by Cod, which was 


communicated to them by cha- 
rity, whereby they exerciſe true 
Patience. 

| A 
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muſt gather from hẽce, is a great 
courage and heart for the endu- 
ring of any ſicknes, or afflictions, 


vszas alſo a firme confidence, that 
wee ſhall be able to endure them 
by Gods grace, with true Patience, 
and to the great benefit of out 
ſoules. We know well indeed, that 
wee are not able to endure them 
by the only ſtrength of mans na- 
ture, but by the fauour and helpe 
of God: and that God is ready to 
impart thoſe helpes and fauours 
in great abundance, & with much 
liberality; and that, in fine, he 
will beſtow them vpon vs, as he 
hath done to all his Saints and 
true ſeruants. For ſo the eternall 
God (ho is truth it ſelfe) hath 
promiſed, and ſo hath Chriſt our 
Lord merited for vs. And as the) 
truth of God cãnot faile, nor the 
merits; 


The ſecond fruite, which wee 


which it may pleaſe Cod to ſend 4 
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Of Patience. Chap. 10, 151 
merits of C hriſt our Lord be dimie 
niſhed; ſo ir is certaine, that ſuc- 
cour cannot be wanting to vs, on 
the parte of God, if wee be diſpo- 
ſed to profi: by it. Becauſe (as 8. 
Paule ſaith) 1. Cor. to. God is faith- 
full, and true in the accompliſh- 
ment of his promiſes: and will 
not permit vs to be tempred with 
any affliction, or tẽptation which 
may be too heauy for vs to beare, 
and maiſter being aſſiſted with 
that grace,and fauour from hea- 
nen, which he is ready to giue vs 
for chat purpoſe. Bur rather he 
will rake care,that in the time of 
the tempration or tribulation, 
things (hal ſucceed in ſuch ſorte, 
either by encreaſing our ſtregth, 
or by diminiſhing our Croſſe, as 
that wee may be able to endure 
itʒyea and to ouercome it at good 
eaſe, and reape much fruite, and 
merit by it. This is deliuered by 

GC 4 Saint 
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Saint Panle , And ſince, after the 


example of Chrift our Lord, and 
of his Saints, wee are reſolued to 
make the right vſe of theſthelpes 
from God, and to ſerue our ſelues 


of theſe fauours, and to doe on 


our parte, what wee canzwee may 


be confident & aſſured (if we ſtill 


rely vpon that ſuccour from hea- 


_ that wee ſhall endure fick- 


neſſes and:all other Croſſes with 
Patience. And that thoſe thinges, 


which it is impoſſible, or at leaſt } 
very hard for ournaturall weak- | 


nes to endure, will be made eaſy 


and ſweet to vs by theſe helpes ; 
from heauen;namely by the gifts || 


of grace, and thoſe diuine con- 
ſolations, which God will impart 
to vs; to the end that wee may 
ſuffer them not onely with Pa- 
tience, but euen with ioy alſo, as 
the Saints did. | 
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Of Patience: Chap. io. 13 
ge vs to ſuffer, but it muſt 


tour, 
greatly comfort vs therein. Saint 

aint Bafil declared it by theſe 
words. In the time of our tribula- 
tion wee muſt not ſeeke for helpe 
at the hands of our ou ne ſtrẽgth, 
or power, or riches, or authority, 
or humane glory; but at the hãds 
of Cod, who giues it to all ſuch, 
as ſceke it. And with this confi- 
dence in Cod be glad if thou be 
ficke; forwho God loves, he cor- 
res and betters by ſickneſſe: and 
if thou be poore, be glad; for God 
hath prepared eternall bleſſings 
for thee : and if thou ſuffer any 
affrõt for Cbriſt our Lord, eſteem 
thy ſelfe happy therein; forthat 

front will be changed into that 
lory, which the Angells enioy. - 
et vs therefore reſoſue our ſel- 
uos, not to make our firſt recourſe. 
in our tribulations to humane 
helpe; and ler vs not rely theron, 
G5 but 
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but haue recourſe to God with 
prayers, ſighes, and teares . Let 
vs place our confidence in him, 
and expect that from him: for he 
it is, who can ſaue vs. This is the | 
ſaying of Saint Befil. And by this 
very reaſon of hope, doth Saint 
Peter comfort vs ſaying. 1. Pet. 4. 
Do you greatly reioyce, ſince you 
comunicate with Chrift our Lord: | 
in his afflicti ons and paines, by | 
ſuffering in imitation of him; to 
the end that when after this life 
the glory of chiſt our Lord ſhall | 
Be manifeſted in heauen, you mã 
alſo be made partakers thereof, 
and may exult in that ſupreme 
and euerlaſting ioy, becoming 
like him in glory, as you haue 
VEene in panne 
| 


THE | 


[ 
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;  Oftbe Patience Wherewith diſcomſorts 


and ſpirituall deſolations, are to be 
endured; and of the example Which 
Chriſt our Lord gaue hereofs 


F Heſe ordinary evills of paine, 
of the remedy, whereof wee 
haue already ſpoken (ſuch as are 
loſſe of goods, and ſickneſſes) are 
common both to the good and 


5 bad; but there is another euill of 


aine, which vſually doth onely 

1appen to ſuch as are good; and 
for the enduring whereof, they. 
ſtand in great neceſſity to learne 
Patience frõ the example of Chriſt 
our Lord. This euill, are thoſe 
diſcomforts, and drynefles , and 
ſpirituall afflitions, which Cod 


is wont ſometimes, to impoſe vpũ 


dhe ſoules of ſuch, as do moſt car- 
G4 dially 
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by the exerciſe of Patience, and 
humility, they may grow vp in 
vertue, and ſetue him better. Whẽ. 
a ſeruant of God, who loues 
him much, doth treate and con- 
uerſe with him by meanes of 


Prayer and Meditation and con- 


templation, and guſteth much in 
that familiar communication & 
commerce with God; he findes 
byexperience the vnſpeakeablo 
dear ſweetnes of his loue; he en- 


| IJoyes a molt lively feeling of his 


preſence, his goodnes; and his 
mercy; & he poſſeſſes a moſt eni- 
dent and ioyfulbhope, and very 
intire promptitude of deuotion. 
Now it happens ſometimes, that 
this man, remaining in this ſpi- 


rituall paradiſe, and paſſing there 


great parte of his pilgrimage 
| in this life,, God doth fo ordaine 
concerning him, not onely ſome- 
times 


ally ſerue him; to the end, that 5 
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1 Ames but very often, and long 


together, that enabling him ſti 
to mainteine and hould the ſub» 
ſtantiall parte of his loue, which 
confiſts in loving: that which he 
loues aboue all thinges, and in 
takingecontentmenr therein, and 
in yeelding obediẽ ee to his com- 
maundments; and in carying a 
hatred againſt all ſinnes; and in 
vſing diligence: to auoid them, 
& in being watchfull and atten- 
tiue in the performing of all 
od workes; enabling a man {l 
ay) to doe all nis, God yer de- 
iues him >f the experimenrall 


| knowledge & guſt; which he had 
of him, and of his goodnes; and 


of the ſweet feeling of his pres 


| ſence,and of the facility and caſe 


which'hewas worto ſinde in trea- 
ting and communicating. with 
him, and thereadines of his des 
notion, and theioy which he was 

ont 


7 
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wont to take in his hope. And | 
though that ſouleremaineſtill in | 
grace, and friendſhip with God; | 
and with a firme determination 
euer to ſerue him, and neuer to | 
offend him; yet ĩs it dry withall, 
and ſad and diſcomfortable, and 
full of feates, and aſſaulted by 
diſmaies, & doubts. And though | 
it be true, that this ſoule hath | 
Joſt norhing in point of vercue, | 
or of the merit which it had, or of | 
the loue wherewith it loued God 


and was beloued by him; yet in 


finding it ſelfe ſo al. ered, it feares 
leaſt it ſhould be hated and aban- 
doned by Almighty God. This is 
the greateſt tribulation and af- 
fliction, to which good men ate 
ſubiect in this life'; &that which 


they apprehend moſt: and Chriſt | TU 


pur Lord diſcouered both the in! 
Conuenience, and the remedy in 


Of Patience, Chap. n. fro 
The Apoſtles were full of com- 
fort in the ſociery of Chri our 
Lord, Matt. 14. Mare. 6. enjoying: 
the ſuauity, & regalo of the ſight 
of his preſence, of the hearing his 
doctrine, and of the fauour & pri- 
nilege of his Miracles. And our 
Lord hauing once wrought that 
Miracle of the ſiue loaues of 
bread, whereby he had ſo parti- 


cdularly giuen them comfort, and 


done them honour, he ſeperated 
them from himſelfe; comanding 


vi 8 them to imbarke them ſelues: 
without him, and that ſo they 


| ſhould' tranſport them ſelues ! 
to the other ſide of that ſea. The 


| much againſt their minde. This 


Apoſtles found this to be a very: 
vntoward, and vapleaſing buſi 
neſſe; and notwithſtanding that 


| they obeyed, yet they did it with 


great repugnãce, the thing being 


was noteg by the Euangeliſt ſay 
ing 
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ing. He compelled and conſtrai- | 


ned his dĩſciples that they ſhould 
enter vpothe ſhip, without him; 


which is as much as to ſay, he 
made them enter perforce; and | 
much againſt their will. And-the | 
reaſons ofthis repugnance inthe | 


was firſt, becauſe they would 
faine not haue wanted that ſweet 
preſece of Cbriſt our Lord, which 
they did ſo dAtrly loue . For fo 
faith Saint Chriſoſtomt. Our Lord 


conſtrained his diſciples, in re- | 
Perc it was a thing ſo very hard | 

or them to depart from him. 
Which grewe, withour doubt, fro | 
that great ardour of affection 
which they carried towards him; 
Another reaſon therof might be 


the feare they had, leaſt wanting 
His | 
trou 


ble or danger might happen 


to them ar ſea. And thũs alſo ſaith 
Saint A,, The diſciples _ 


dreſence and fauour, ſome | 
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i- | reaſon to depart vnwillingly, & 
* with muchrepugnance from our 
Lord, for feare leaſt in his ab- 
| ſence they might ſuſtaine ſome 
| _ or incurre ſome hazard by 
4. | 


| winde, which made them a hig 


of Patience. Chip. 11: 166 


The diſciples being departed 


| from our Lord , and being em- 
| barked and already vnder ſaile, 


there roſe. a ſtiffe and contrar 


4 


Sea, and brought a great ſtorme 


vpon them. The diſciples rowed 
hard, but could not aduancetheir 
backe a whit; and ſo paſſed the 


reſt of that day, and all the night 
following in great labour and 
hazard; till at length, toward the 
morning, our Lord did viſit and 
comfort tliem, & make the tem- 
peſt ceaſe . By this difficulty the 
diſciples knew their oune weak - 
nes, & the great need which they 
kad of our Lord; and ſo _—_ _ 
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fired his preſence much the more, 
And when he had viſited them, 
& freed them from that danger, 
they grew more in faith, & hope, 
and loue of him; and ſo caſting 
themſelues all proftrate at his 
feet, they cried thus out, with a 
more feruorons faith, and with 
more intire deuotionz Thou art cer- 
tainly the ſonne of God, 

By the departure which Cbriſt 
our Lord cauſed his diſciples to 
make from him againſt their wil, 
he taught vs, how ſometimes he 
would parte his faichfull & great 
friends, who ſerue him, and loue 
him, and haue much guſt in his 
preſence, from that dear com- 
pany of his. Not, for as much 28 
concernes the friendſhip, which 
he beares them, nor for as much 
as concernes the ſtare of grace 
wherein they live;bur onely con- 
gerning the ſweet comunication 

: which 
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| whichthey had with him, and the 


toy and comfort which they felt 
by his preſence. And this he doth 


very much againſt their will: but 


howſoeuer, he doth it yet for 
their good; to the end that they 
may growe to vnderſtand their 
weakenes better, and what poore 
thinges they would be without 
Cod; & may become more hum- 
ble, and diſtruſtful of themſelues, 
and exerciſe themſelues more in 
Patience, and haue a greater deſire 
and make a greater eſtimation of 
the gifts of God; and that when 


afrerward, he ſhall viſit them, & 


reſtore them to the gift of his de- 
Iightfull and dear preſence, they 
may grow vp in faith, and hope 
and loue of him. Thus ſaith Saint 
ChryſoRome. Our Lord ſuffered his: 
diſciples to labour all night, by 
rowing , and to let their ſhip be 
toſſed from one ſide to the ar 

that 
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that ſo they might deſire bis pre? 
fence ſo much . morezand that 
the feare, and danger of ſhip- 
wracke being paſſed ouer, they 
1. confide the more in him, 
and carry him the more deeply 
impreſſed in their memory, and 
their heart. ; 1 
An other time Chriſt our Lord 
tooke his Apoſtles with him, and f. 
he put himſelfe with them, vpon | x 
the Sea; and laid himſelfe dou ne A 
to ſleepe, in the pup of the ſhip; | g 
and whileſthe was ſleeping;there | a, 
roſe ſo fierce a tempeſt, that ĩt put | a1 
them in danger of periſhing. And 
they, coceiuing that becauſe our 
Lord was ſleeping, he ſaw not the 
perill wherein they were, came 
towards him, and awaked him d 
ſaying; Sexe v1 Lord, for ee perisb. | jg 
Our Lordthenroſe vp; and ha- 0 
uing reproued them for their lit- fe 
dle faith, he made the * 
ce ale. 
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Ceaſe, ; 
By this did our Lord diſcouer 
| to vs the ſame myſterꝝ, although 
in other termes , In that, when 
Chrift our Lord was on ſhipboard 
with his diſciples,a tempeſt roſe; 
wee are taught, that whileſt he is 
Preſent by grace with his ſeruacs, 
who are iuſt , and holy men; the 
eribulacion, & temptation, & the 
ſeeming to be abandoned by Al- 
mighty Cod riſes yp againſt the, 
And though our Lord doe well 
diſcerne the afflictiõ wherin they 


and will be ſure, not to let tbem 
riſh; vet to their thinking, he 
ath little better then forgotten 
them; and ãt ſeemes to them, as 
if they were forſaken, and aban- 


| are, and hath great care ofthem, 


doned by him, and that they are 
in great dager of periſhing. Now 
our Lord proceeds thus with the, 
for their greater good, to the 7 

„dna 
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that they may the better knowe 
themſelues; and vnderſtand by 
experience. of how little ſtrength 
they ars in time of tribulation; 
and that, being freed from it by 
our Lord, vpon whom they call, 
they might the better iudge of 
the aſſiſtance and fauour which 
he affoardes them; and that they | 
may confide more in him , and 
more admire his goodnes and 
power and diuine prouidence , 
and become more perfectly ſub- 
ieR to his heauenly will. So ſaith 
Saint Cynil.Our Lord permitted, | 
that a tempeſt ſhould riſe, for the | 
exerciſing of the Apoſtles in ver- | 
rue; and that knowing and con- | 
feſling the danger, wherein they 
\ /were,they __ frame the high- | * 

er conceit of the power of the 
power of the ſame Lord; & might 
re ſorte to him, and place all their 
confidence in him. And _—_— 
p t ey 0 : 
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| 
' ſhing, yet in very deed they were 
'fafe; nor was it poſſible that they 
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they were in ſo great feare of peri- 


ſhould be loſt, hauing that om- 
nipotenr Lord ſo preſent with the 


as they had. This is delivered by 


Saint Cyrill. 
| of Chrit our 
Lord , which is moſt proper to 
comfort his ſeruants in this kinde 
of tribulation,and to animate vs 
to ſuffer it with Patience, is that 


abandoning by the eternall Fa- 


ther, which Chrif our Lord endu- 
ted ypon the Croſfle;which he de- 
clared when he ſaid thus, My God, 
my God, Why bait then forſaken mee? 
The eternall Father had not for- 
ſaken him, for as much as con- 
cerned the grace and glory of his 
ſoule; nor for as much as concer- 


ned the vnion of the humane 


cir } and diuine natures in himzbut he 


1gh 


hey 


5 


abandoned him (according to 
T what 
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| what we haue already declared) 
for as much as concerned the ſen« 
ible caſe and comfort, which 
might flowe from the ſuperiour 
parte of his ſoule, to the inferiour 

parte of the ſame ſoule, and to 
the ſenſitiue parte of the body, 
which he ſulpended, and detei- 
ned, to the end that it might noe | 
redound vpon ĩt, nor be commu- 
nicated to it; that ſo the paine of 
dis Paſſion, might be the more 
pure, more grieuous, and more 
ard to be endured. 

By this abandoning, & diſcõ-· 
fort of Chriſt our Lord, all the ſer- 
wants of Cod are to be hartened, 
and comforted in this kind of af- |} 
fliction of drynes and deſolationz 
conſidering, and diſcourſing with 
great waighr of reaſon after this 
manner. Singe the eternal] Fa- 
ther, did abandon his Sonne in 
his Faſſion, whom ke infinitely y, 
loued; } 


2 
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oft. Chap. 1 wy 

- Toned; depriuing him of all fen 

Able eaſe and comfort : and finve = 
baue ic fo, ro che en ehae he 

'# mig he ſuffer ſo mucli te more 


for the loue of many molt uſt it 


o and: moſt teaſonable; thar the? 


men of Dod vh pre nem bers of 


| the ſame Cindi; be alſo deprined 


, | arſometime of ſenſible ;coforrs; 


} which ** boneʒ 


nok 


| and that they may be afflicted, 
and forſaken, to the end chatthey 
may reſemble Chrift himſelfeʒ and 


do like the head . Yea it is moſt: 
reaſonable chat they ſhould ſuffer 


this: diſcomfort and deſolation 


euen gladly and with guſt:, for 
1 them alſo conſider, that ag c brit 
our Lord (chough 

doned by his Father) depanded; 


the ſame Lortla Let 


he were aban 


not as:hewas 


* 
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nor from the vnis, which he had 


immenſe glory, which he had in 


| hismoſt holy ſoule: ſo alſo his 
ſetuants (though they want thoſe 


ſpirituall feelings, and ſenſible 
comforts, & though they be mo- 
leſted and afflicted) are not ther- 
fore departed from the amity & 
vnion wich God; nor haue they 


loſt any parte at all of his grace | 


and loue ; but they comiaue ſtill 


his friends, and ſtill are pleaſing | 
in his * z but by this exerciſe 

ility, and Patience, they | 
groweivp in all vertue, and me- 


of hu 


tit, both of grace and glory. 


Fenfpergivsichus deſcribe theſe af- 


with thedivinity;nordid he looſe | 
one:iote of the inſinite grace,and | 
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:»>Moſt: excellently doth laſtar \ 


lifted feruants-of Cod, of whom | 
tie-had knowen many by expe- 
rience'.:W ce finde many friends | 
ob Odd in this world, who _ ö 

x 1 all 
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all that ſenſible cõfort in all the 
ſpirituall exerciſes of deuotion, 
which they were wont to enioy;ſo 
farre, as that ſomerimes they can 
hardly once raiſe their ſpirit vp 
to Cod; and by a ſecret diſpenſa- 
tion of Gods prouidence, they 
ſeem to be (as it were) oppreſſed, + 
| with a great obſcurity of heart. 
And, notwithſtanding all this, for 
as much as concernes the ſub- 
ſtance of vertue, they haue ir, 
with a great feare to offend God; 
Se they fly from al kinde of finne, 
whether it be great or ſmall, with 
much care; and they watch very 
attentiuely, and keep ſtraight 
ward vpon their hearts, for main 
teining the purity of their con- 
ſcience;complying exactly in all 
thoſe thinges, which they vnder- 
ſtand to cõcerne the will of God; 
and they are truly mortified, and 
humble . Such perſons as theſe, 

| H 3 although 
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although they haue not thoſe 
feelings of loue, and ſenſible de- 
udtion, haue get a true and lively 
faith, whereby they liue, and di- 


rect their courſe; & they are cer- 


tainly great friendes of Cod, 
though themielues doe not vn- 
der 
Lanſdergius. F 
Let therefore the ſeruants of 
God, be comforted in this kinde 
of tribulation, and be encoura- 
god to beare ir, with Patience; re- 
oluing to take it at the hand of 
God ; and reſigning themſelues 
to his diuine will;to the end that 
he may doe,and diſpoſe of them, 
as (hall be molt pleaſing to him- 
ſelf. And let them remaine firmly 
perſwaded in their very hearts, 
that ſo long as they conſerue 2 
hatred againſt finne, and a firme 


reſolution to comply with the 


> 


commaundments of Cod, (and 


that 


ſtand it ſo. This is ſaid by 


"us, ee Pb 
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that chiefly for the loue of him, 
and through an effectuall deſire 
and will to pleaſe God in thoſe 


.thinges which he harh ordained) 


although they be much afflicted 
withall, and loue without any 
comfort or ſenſible feeling of de- 
uotion, yer in truth they are the 
friends of God; they are in the 
ſtate of grace; they walke on to- 
wards ſaluation, & eternall life; 
they are pleaſing to God by their 


good workes; and he will neuer 
abãdon or forſake them. For thus 
hath he promiſed, to ſuch as with 
loue perſeuer in his ſeruice, ſay- 


ing to euery one of the as he ſaid 
150 1. and Heb, 13. I Will not fer- 


"ſake thee , nortakg my band off , from 


thy defence. 
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THE XIt. CHAPTER: | 


Of tbe neceſticy,and uite of Patience; 
and ho ut is « figne of tbe ele 
and predeflinated of Gods 


BY many wales did Chrift our 
4 I Lord declare the great fruices | 
and merits of Patience, in his holy 
Ghoſpell; Firſt by hauing ordai- | 
ned, that tribulations and aduer- | 
ſities ſhouldbe the way to heauẽ; 
which cannot be well wg and | 

without diſaduarage to the ſoule, 

but by the vertue of Patience. This 

ordination of his did he diſcouer \ 
£0 vs, in that himſelf being come | 
Into this world to ſaue it, and to | 

reſtore man to the grace, & glory | 
of the eternall Father, which man 
had loſt by ſinne, he was pleaſed, 
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that his moſt holy life ſnould bo 
aſſaulted and exerciſed (fromthe | 


ficſ 


50 


Vitgin; This infant Abl be ſet? 
Tas tiſt our Lord was the ſign 


\ 
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firſti inf ant of his birth, to ole! 
when he expired vpon the eroſſe) 
by many perſecutions, & aduer- 
ties of many kindes. And this is 
that,which was ſignified by Sime, 
Luce 2. when taking the infant 
Jeſus into his armes, he ſaid to the 


for 26 ne, Which shall be enfin 


Ss 
of mans reconciliation 1 God, 
and of the pardon of ſinne and 
of eternallife:for'Chr did Hof, 
wrod lit all this. And as 4 548 
i ſigne vf the e 78, fo Ebrift gi 
Lord, was the Agne of all the 
ood, which came to man; 30d, of 
ehat merey and laue, 5 h God 
ſhewed him: bur yet wich kaif » he 
was a ſigne contradicted, by the 
diuell, and by the world. A ſigns 
he was, againſt which al che louers 


of the world, and all maligne ſpi- g 


rits did, by their meanes, datt 
HH 4 forth 
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Forth h the: arrowes of perſecutiẽs, | 

os in iniurjes,of torments, and con- 
tracletien both in word & deed. 


This is that way, which Chriſt }| ._ 


our Lord choſe for himſelfe in 
this world: and ſince all theeleR, | 
and predeſtinated of God, are to 
; 13 Chriſt our Lord (as Saint 
DI Red declarech ſaying, The 
lg approued from al 

LON be ordained that they should | 
2 1 is ſoune., Who is the perfed | 
in g ofthe gel e it fol- | 


7 Ou e N f that they; e 
1 17 of tribulstions and 
| 6 Rebe M our Lord dig; 
to the end that being partakers 
0 f hiß P; Pon, the; may alſo par- 
rake; the honour of the-ſonnes of 
od, & · beglory of being * 
1 heaven.” his is explicated by 
Saint Gregory, i in theſe words. He 
4 0 what is the reaſon, why 
all ts and abaſes chem i 4 
this 
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hielte impoſing contempt, and 
"pains Vp on them, hom he hath 
Zected from all eternity, to be- 
Tome ſo very high and glorious 
in the Kingdome of heauen. And 
e anſweres his owne queſtion 
thus; Becauſe God'ſees that he is 
to resompence, and reward men 
with ſuch immenſe and eternall 
benedictions in heauen, for this 
vory cauſe dorh he afflict them, 
eocetning rheſe inferĩour things 
ef the earth; depriuing them of 
| things of ſmall value, and infli- 
. Ring paines vpon them, which 
luaſt not long. Since therefore itis 
ſo cerrain}yrrue;; that a man can 
| Ju erſities of this 
life to the profit of his ſoule, and 
vith the fruite of vertue, and the 
merit of eternall glory, but by 
fortifying his heart throa hithe 
the vertu of Panence;it followes, 
that panence is that thing, which 
5 Bs 5 carries 
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carries men on with ſecurity, and ch 
certeinty, through the right way | | 
to heauen, which is that of tribu | 
lations; and that conſequently, 
the ſame Patience is the marke of | 
ſuchas are elected, and predeſti- | 
nated by Almighty God. For all | 
men both good, and bad, haue 
aduerſities & tribulations in this 
I. , though ſome more, then | 
others; and therefore the onely | 
hauing them, is no ſigne of pre- 
deſtination; but the ſuffering the || 
with Patience, that indeed is the | 
igne, which diſtinguiſhes them, | 
who are elected and predeſtina- | 
ted, fro ſuch others as are not ſo, 
This did holy Iudith lib. Ind. c. 
$. confeſſe ſaying, that all they 
who haue bene pleaſing to God, 
haue paſſed faithfully through 
many tribulations . He ſaith not 
that they only had tribulations, 
but chat they pyeſeuered,fairbful 
1 the rein 
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therdin ro God, and obedient to 
bie uinine will; which fignifies, 
that rhey exerciſed true Parience, 
in theirtnibulations . TRñIs very 
ordination did our Lord diſco- 
uer alſo, in that bejng able to caſt 
all thoſe en- itz third the 
bottomles abiſſe of hell „ andrd 
keepe them ſhut vp there till the 
end ofthe world, without giuing 
then power to goe ence out from 
rhenceʒyet he doth not ſo, but al- 

owes them liberty to goe forth, 
to remaine in the aire amongſt 
menz though yet withall, (for as 
much as concernes eee 
they carry the 5 paine of he 
about them. Of this wee haue a 
teſtimony in the Ghoſpell . For 


| Chrifour Lord being in the com- 


| 2 of the eee Luc. 8. and 
buauing caſt a legion of diuels oue 
| of a certainemih;they beſought 
him, not to taſt them into hell, 
9 H 6 which 
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b:be graunted, e gaue 
themliberry to poliefſea heard of 
Twine, W! feb rh hey. drowngd. And 
that lib To iehour Led gaue 
to ch ediug! te remaine here a- 
mogi mi beallo heallowes.to innume- 
ae le, & he doth it, to the 
at they may aſſault me with 
N temptations; that ſo they 
may exerciſe Patience, and humi- 
Iity, by ſuffering their attempts; 
and by ouercoming the perſecu- 
tion of the diuells. So faith Saint 
Ebryſofteme. The diuells deſired of 
ebriſt our Lord, that he would 
not caſt them downe into that 
bottome, that is, out of the world 
into that darkenes and Abiſſe of 
Hell, as the diuells had 275 rued; 
and our Lord forkore ro caſt the 
downe ; and ſuffered them to re- 
maine in this world, to the end 


that, vertuous men nigh not 


Iooſe. choſe crow lory ; 
* Which 
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I ere togaine, by re- 
Aung thoſe diuells, and by ſighir- 
Ang ich tbem, and guercoming 
| [Their temptations. 


- 
„ 


Since there fore for the ſuffe- 
ring of che perſecutions, & vexa- 
tion of diuells, & reſiſting their 
temptations, and continuing ia 
-combate againſt them, the vertue 
of Patience is ſo neceſſary; it fol- 
Jowes that ir is the fruite and ef- 
fect of Patience, to conſerue the 
ſoule in ſuch ſorte, as that it may 
receiue no hurt from temptatiõs, 
and aſſaults of the diuell; and to 
encreaſe their merits in heauen, 
by the victory ouer choſe temp- 
tations; and thereby to manifeſt 
by anexperimentall way, who are 
truly iuſt, and elect of God. So 
doth the holy ſerĩpture declare to 
vs in many places. It ſai th in Re- 
ole a ſticus, c. 25. 4s the furnace of fier,, 


= 


tries be pots of the potter. ſo doth tmp 
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Sion. anduribaletion try iuſt men. The | 
meaning is; that 4s thehorbur- | 


ning furnace dot i ek amine and 
declare which veſſells are good 
and ſitly tempered, and which in- 
deed are they, which being caſt 
into the fier, are not cracht orc 
broken therby, bar remaine hard 
and whole, and fir for the vſe of 
man; and as it doth alſo ſhey, 


which other of them are ill made, | 


for they eracke, and breake, in 
the hot furnace; ſo doth temp - 


tation and tribulation, whether 
it be offered by diuels or by men, | 


declare and ſhew who are iuſt, 
and holy. And theſe are they, who 
through the euills and tempta- 
tions which they endure, are not 
broken or ouercome by impa- 
tiẽce, or other ſinnesʒbut through 
the vertue of Panence, perſeuer 

firme and conſtant, in the practiſe 
of vertue, and tlie keeping of the 
lave of God, THE 


nod — — 
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TEE XIII. CHAPTER. 


| . HoWpleafing the vertue of Patience is 
t 80 God, and oftbe great favours 
Ibich he affoardes them, who 

_ ſuffer with Patience. 


A N other way, whereby Chrif 
our Lord declared the fruit, 
and merit of Patience, is, the par- 
| .ticularfauours & extraordinary 
| benefits, which he vouchſafed to 
to men, who ſuffered aduerſity, 
with Patiẽce. Cbriſt our Lord came 
to the Piſcina of Hiernſalem , and 
amongſt ſo many ſicke perſons 
as he found there, he imparted 
only to one of them, who had re- 
mained there ſicke eight & thirty 
yeares, ſo great a fauour, and ſa 
uſtrious a benefit, as it was, 
25 to cure his body, and to ĩu- 


* 
* 
8 


his ſoule, And the cauſe, why 
eus 
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our Lord beſtowed this bleſ- | 
fing, rarterivpon him, then any 

of the reſt, was becauſe he endu- | 
red his fi ckneſle, with more P«- | 
tience then others. As is plaine, | © 
inthar he, having bene ſicke ſo | xe 


many yeares,-made ho cõplaint, d 


but anſwered ſo meekly ro what 
was asked. Saint Chryſoftome ob- 
ſerues this, and faith; Cbri# our | PP 
Lord, To. 6. did hor aste the ſicke | : 


man if he had any deſire robecu- | m 
red, as if he had doubred of his, 
wilizbut only for the manifeſting || h 
of his Patience, who hauing been |; WN 
eight and thirty yeares, and daily || © 


hoping for healtty,whichhe could | 1 
not finde, dic yet neuertheleſſe A 
continue wirhour going away, 
and deſpaired not being there; 
& to teach vs alſo, that the reaſo | 


why he cured rarher him rhen o- 


chers; Was his great Parievce. Let dhe 
* declare another oxãple to the bet 


K 1 
ame 
1 ® 
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| ſame purpoſe. 

our Lord 19. 9. cured a 
| manzwhowas borne blinde; and 
| forthe conſtancy, where with be 
| confeſſed the ſame Lord, and de- 
| Fended his truth, the Phariſees 
did perſecute, and affront him, 

both by word and deed;and they 
| Eaſt him, as an excommunicare 
persõ, out of the Sinagogue. The 
good man obeyed this vniuſt co- 
mandment, & endured that vrõg 
Wich Patience;and Chrift our Lord, 
Fho kneu it at, ſeein⁊ the affliQis 
| wherein his faithfull ſeruant was, 

Ex the Patience wherewith he bore 
i Ir ſought him our of ſer purpole, 
; 79 ipake to him after this man- 
ner, with great affability & loue. 
g 1 then beleeue in the ſonne of God? 
| which was as much asroſay;Wile 
thou beleeue, that he who cured 
the, is che true sõne of od? And 
\ n as he was ſpeaking theſe 
Han wordes, 
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wordes, he did withall infuſe 4 
moſt excellent clear light into 
the moſt inward part of his ſoule, 


to make him know and beleeue, : . 


thathewho had cured him, was | 
not onely a Prophet, and a Saint | 
(as already he had confeſſed him | 


to be) but alſo the true, and natu- | 3 


rall ſonne of God; for the que- | 
ſtion did import ſo much.Andſo | 
he beleeued, and asked; Whou | 
Is O Lord? And that Lord anſwe - 
red him thus. If is exen be hi!!! 
ng with thee; Then inſtantly | * 

e fell proſtrate, & adored him. 
This ſo admirable fauour,, to | 
ſeeke him, and comfort him, ane] 
honour him, and communicate 
ſo great light of faith & grace to 


him, did God vouchſaffe to this I. 


mi, for his having been ſo faith | | 
full in confeſſing him, andio} 


patient in ſuffering that wrong, | . 


which they had done him in re 


gard | . 


k 
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ard of Cbriſ our Lord. So faith 
Eint Chryſoltome they who with 
Patience ſuffer the injuries which 

| are impoſed on them, for main- 

teining the truth of che our 

Lord, theſe men are greatly fa- 

noured, and honoured by him; 

as wee ſee by the example of the 
blinde man, whom the lewes caſt 
out of the Tẽple: for the Lord of 
the very tẽple ſought him out, & 
he receiued him with great loue; 
and, as a ſoldier who had foughe 

valiantly, he ctowned him with a 

| . crowne of ineſtimable worth and 

beauty; ſuch as was the eminent 
grace, & pawne of heauen,which 

he beſtowed ypon him. So great 
| «account as this doth Chriſt our 

Lord make of a faithfull, and pa- 

tient man; and ſo much doth 

he eſteem him, that omitting 
many others, he ſeekes him out 
vith care, he comforts him by his 
| 97:3 words, 
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words, he ioyes his heart by his 
preſence, he honours him by his I 
fauours, and he aduances him by ue 
his gifts. This doth Saint Thom | 3 
obſerue in theſe words. The Eu- 
geliſt, by relating, that Chriſt out 
Lord ſought out the blinde man, 
whom he had cured , giues vs to 
vnderſtand, that he was diligent 
in harkening him out, becauſe he 
found more faith and vertue in |,” 
him, then in others; whereby wee e 5. 
may inferre, that he more eſteem [97+ 
one iuſt perſon, the ren thouſand. 
ſinners. This wee are rould by S. r 
Thomas. And though it be no ex- 
aggeration at all, to ſay that Cod 
doth more loue one juſt man, thẽ 
the whole world of ſinners put to- 
ether (fince abſolutely ſpeaking 
e onely loues ſuch as are iuſt, 4 
with the loue of grace; ) yet conſi - |” 
deting how greatly God efteems 
tho ſaluation euen of ſinner * | 
vg „ 


| 


4 
i 
[ 
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the caro he hath to conuert them, 
to ſay chat Cod more Joues to 
faue & fauour one 1uſt man then 
many thouſand of ſinners, is no 
ſeighrexpreſſio, but doth greatly 
diſconerrheparricular prouidẽce 
and care;; which God carries to- 
wards iuſt perſons! and it giuesꝰ 
matter alſo of much confidence 
to them who ſerue him, that 
through his goodnes they are to 
be greatly fauoured, and aſſiſted 
by him towards their faluation 
Cbriſt our Lord did alſo diſco- 
ner the value, and fruite of Pa- 
tience in this, that w hen he would 
vouchſaffe any great vnuſual be- 
neſits to any, he firſt diſpoſed and 
prepared them, by the exereiſe of 
fatience. He was pleaſed Matt. 15. 
to feed foure thouſand men with 
ſeauen loaues of bread ; and be- 
fore he would impart this benefir 
o them, he made them ſtay three 
daies, 
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daies, in the patient ſufferance J Yd 
of hunger, & the paines of being 
in a deſert ; and continuing to 
heare his diuine word. He was 
pleaſed to feed five thouſand me | 
with five loaues of bread;and be | 
fore he would allaw them this 
Regaly he made them ſtay till 
towards might; when his diſci- 
ples ſayd, Lord the houre of ea- 
ting is come, and gone; let theſo 
troupesdiuidetheſelues amongſt 
theſeneighbouring villages,that 
ſothey may haue meanes to cate. 
Whenalready they had exerciſed | g. 
their Patience, by ſuffering bun- | © 
er, he vouchſaffed to ſhew them 
o great a Mercy as it was, to re- 
frelh them with a plenti full and | 
ſweer food; whereby their bodies 
wereſuſtained; and he alſo made 
faich and confidence encreaſe in 
their ſoules. So ſaith Saint chi- 
| ſoftome. Thoſe troupes of people dec! | D 
| 1 


red ther ſautb by ſaffering bunger, and 
expecting till the euening. 
In this ſorte doth God impart 
illuſtrious fauours, to ſuch as cõ- 
ſerue, and exerciſe Patience, in 
their aduerſities and troubles: & 
v hom he is pleaſed ro vouch- 
ffe particular fauours & mer- 
"cies , he ſends croſſes and tribu- 
lations; thar ſo exerciſing Pati7cs 
therein, they may grow more ca- 
pable;and be more worthy of the 
eſpeciall gifts and graces, which 
he will impart. So ſaith Saint If- 
dorus , Then are the eyes of our 
Lord behoulding juſt perſons 
wirh greater piety and mercy, 
when they are afflicted, and per- 
ſeeuced by the wicked; and then 
dorh he prouide greater bleſſings 
for them and more eminent re- 
wards of glory, when once they 
Fare tried by ſome: tribulation 
| which they ſuffer wich — 
1 8 * 
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Let not therefore any man co- | 


ceiue, that when he is afflicted, he 


is forgotten by Almighty Cod; 


nor that he hath loſt the vercue, 
and grace he had, when he is aba- 
ſed, and perſecuted by men. Let 


him not permit the dineti to de · 
ceiue him, ho wouldfaine per⸗- 


ſwade him to this errour: but let 
him be very confident, that God 


of him and loues him more, and 
comunicates more gifts, 8: more 
ſingular fauours to himzand that 
then he growes vp more in ver- 
tue, & augments his merits both 
of grace and glory. Thug faith 
Saint Cbiyſeſleme. Let vs not con- 
ceiue it to be a ſigne, as if God 
did forſake, or forget, or eſteem 
vs little, becauſe he ſends vs ad- 
uerſities, or troubles; but rather 


lat vs hould it for a moſt certaive f 


tokẽ, that he hath particular care 


hath then a more particular care 


ok 
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of vs; and that then he is co (hew 
Ys greater mercies, when he af- 
flicts and tries vs. For if we haue 
committed many and very grie- 
uous ſinnes; wee may free dur ſel- 
ues from them by Patience, and 
— ot tribulatiõ which 
grows from a contrite heart. And 
ſuppoſing, that we ſhould not be 
liable to thoſe many grieuous ſin . 
nes ; yet by ſuffering tribulation 
with a thanke full minde, we (hall 
obtaine moſt abundant grace at 
the hand of Ood. For ſo good he 
is, & ſo liberall in doing vs good, 
that when he ſends vs any aduer- 
ſity , he giues vs matter to exer- 
ciſe more vertue; that he may 
| ſhew vs more mercy. This is de- 

liuered to vs by Saint Cbryſoſtome, 
And this ſo excellent, and ad- 
mirable effect of Patience, which is 
exerciſed in tribulations, Chriſt 


our Lord declared, when he ſaid, 
| oy I Jo. 1. 
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10. 15. I am tbe true vinc. For as much 
as concernes the nature of man, 
which I haue taken, I reſemble 
ſome very fruitfull and perfect 
vine, which yeelds moſt excellent 
fruite. My celeſtiall father is the bus- 
bend man; it is he who planted this 
vine of my humanity, and who 
cultivatestheſame; he it is who 
made mee man, and who placed 
in mee the immenſe fullnes of 
race and glory, which I haue; & 


to me by faith, ſhall not yet yeeld 
the fruite of a good life, my fa- 
ther will cut off from me; either 
whileſt he is to liue, by letting 
bim fall into errours, whereby he 
will looſe his faith; or els when he 
comes to dy, by deſpoyling him 


of rhoſe ſupernaturall giftes 


e who wor kes all that fruire in 
mee, which either I doe, orſhall | 
herafter yeeld. Euery brãch; that | 
is euery man, who being vnited | 


. 


| 
£4 


(through 


| A 
5 
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(through which he was once vni- 
ted to mee) and alſo of power to 
doe penance, and ſo to be ſaued. 
And euery branch; that is to ſay 
euery true faithfull man, who is 
vnited to mee through faith 
quickened by charity, who thall 
produce the fruit of good works, 
my father Will purge by celeſtial do- 
ctrine, and by inſpirations, and 
interiour gifts, and by aduerſi- 
ries alſo and tribulagions ; that 
ſuffering them with Patience, and 
charity, he may yeeld both faire, 
and moſt abundant fruite ofholy 
actions, & moſt pleaſing ro Cod, 
and full of profit to ſoules;which 
ſhall deſerue moſt pretious gifts 
of grace, & be crowned with that 
moſt ſublime reward of eternall 


glory. 


I 2 THE 
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THE XIII. CHAPTER, 


Of themeanes, whereby the vertue of 
Patience may be obtained; Which is, 
that Wee be Warchfull ro conſider 
the fruite thereof, and the examples 
Wbereby Wee haus been taught it by 
Chriſt our Lord. 


1 Or only did Chrift our Lord 
N inſtruct ys by his example, 
concerning the neceſſity, which 
wee haue of Patience, and the ef- 
fects and merits thereof; but he 
alſo taught vs the meanes, wher- 
by wee are to obtaine it; and of 
this wee are going now to ſpeake. 
And becauſe wee treated thereof 
abundantly in another booke, ue 
will heer content our ſelues, to 
declare briefly ſome examples, 
whereby Chriſt our Lord hath in- 


ſtructed vs, 
. The 
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The firſt meanes towardes the 
receiving and ſuffering with Pa. 
fienceall che euills of puniſhmẽt, 
which may happen to vs in this 
life, is that we be prepared and 
armed wich the particular know - 
ledge and conſideration thereof: 
It would not faile to be matter of 
moſt grieuous affliction & paine 
to the diſciples of Cbriff our Lord, 
& (even the greateſt which they 
euer felt in this world) that their 
Maſter muſt ſuffer ſuch a death; 
& therfore our moſt bleſſed Lord 
did arme them for it long before, 
announcing his Paſſion to them 
many times. At the firſt, he rould 
them of it thus, in couert termes; 
To, 2 diſſolue this Temple, and I will 
build it againe in three dayes. and Io. 3. 
As Meyſes lifted vp the ſerpent in the 
the deſere, ſo muſt the ſonne of man be 
raiſed vp on high. After this he ſpake 
of it in a more diſtinct and cleer 
7 1 manner 
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manner ſaying once, Matt. 16. 1 
mui? goe eee to ſuffer and dy; 
and another time, Matt. 20. Lac. 
18. Behonld Wee = to Ieruſa- 
lem, and the ſonns ef man is to be del. 
gered oner to the Gentiles , and he is ts 
be ſcorned, and ſcourged, and ſpit vpn, 
and crucified. In this manner did 
he giue them notice of his Paſ- 


ion, a long time before, thar ſo 


they might be prouided , and 
prepared to endure it; and that, 


when it ſhould be preſent to 


them, they might not be ſcanda- 
Iized , nor troubled , nor diſ- 
maied thereby but might endure 


it vith Patience. So ſaith Saint Hie · 
rome. Our Lord ſpake often of his 


Paſſiõ to his diſciples; prouiding 
them againſt the temptation, to 
the end that they might not be 
ſcandaliged, when the perſecutiõ 


 ſhouldarriue; and ſhould ſee the 


ignominy of the Croſſe. 
He 
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He alſo aduertiſed them along 
time before, Mart. 23. Luc. 21. of 
the paine and perſecutions, and 
torments, and death, which them 
ſelues were to ſuffer in their owne 
perſons, for preaching that Gho- 
ſpell, which they were to carry, 
throughout the world. For thus 
heſaid . Tes shall be perſecuted, and 
vexid, aud brought before Iudges; Who 
is reſpect 7 f mee, vill torment, and = 
your lives frõ you. Hauing prepare 
them einde notice of theſs mi- 
ſeries; which were to grow vpon 
them, he made them knowe, that 
Patience was the remedy which 
they muſt procure, to the end 
that by thoſe eroſſes, they might 
reeeiue no hurt, but rather inco- 
Parable benefit. And he ſaid thus 
to them. One baire of your beads sbal 
wer perich ; and in Patience you shall 
| Pofeſſe your fonles Which was as if 
he had ſaid 3 Although you may 
20 14 haue“ 
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haue many enemies, and power: 
fulloppoſirs; yer (hall you be ſo 
aſſiſted & defended by Almighty | 
God ; who-takes moſt particular 
care of you, that you ſhall not re- 
ceiue the leaſt hurt thereby; and 
by the Patience which you ſhall 
haue in yout tribulations, (wher- 
by in expectation of celeſtiall be- 
nedictions , you (hall remaine 
firme and conſtant in my ſervice, 
to the very end) you {hall con- 
ſerue and ſeoutely poſſeſſe the (af- 
ty, and ſpirituall life of your ſou- 
les;till you carry the to the glory | 
of heauen. 
This is the firſt remedy, which 
muſt be vſed, for ſuffering the mi. 
ſeries of this Hife with Patience; | 


namly that every ma im his owne 
heart reuolue, and conſider with 
attention, what miſeries and ad- 
uerſities may happen to him in 
ahis lifezwhether they be ſicknes, 


pouerty, 
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of Patience, Chap. 14. 205 
ponerty, iniuries offered by men, 
tempkations of diuells; or elſe 
troubles and difficulties in any 
bodies particular office, or ſtate. 
And let him perſwade himſelfe, 
that if they come vpon him, they 
ſhal come ordained by Almighty 
Cod, and for the good of his 
ſoule ; yea and that it is greatly 
fit for his ſaluation, that they 
come vpon him. For they are 
meanes, whereby Almighty Cod 
doth addfeſſe, and order his pre- 
deſtination, And let him accept 
of them from that inſtanr, for 
that very time when they may 
chance co come; and let him diſ- 
vſe him ſelfe wich courage to 
receiue them willingly, and with 
thankesgiuing , when they ſhall 
be ſent. For a man being thus pro- 
uided and prepared, will, receiue 
and ſuffer them with more PA. 
tlence, and aduantage of his ſoule. 
BOY: $5 50 
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So ſaith Saint Ch ſeſtem The 4d 
uerſity Which comes vpõ men ſuddenly, . 
and vnexpected; is Wont te be very 
grieuons and much felt; but that vbicb 


is conſidered before it comes, and for 


Which Wee are ready and prepared, is- 


moreeafily endured, When it arrives. 


Another meanes for ſuffering : 
tribulatiõ with Periece,is ſerioul]y - 
to conſider and ponder the moſt 
happy ſucceſſe-which'they haue, 
and the. concluſion Which they 
make, when they carry themſel- 
ues well therein; to the glory of 
God, & their owne greateſt good. 


Chrift our Lord gaue this remedy 


to his diſciples, for when he tould 


them things which troubled the, 
he inſtantly alſo told them of 
that comfort and glory, which 
was to follow vpon that paine. 
When he tould them ſometimes, 
that the ſonne of man was to ſuf · 
ber, Matt. 16. and 20. aud be * 


of Parience..Chap. 14. 263 
fied in His u ſalem, he inſtantly alſo 
added that moſt glorious end of 
his Paſſion, and death, by ſaying; 
aaa the tbird day, be shalt riſe ag cine, 
And when he ſaid thus inthe gar- 
den, Mat. 26.504 all shall ſnffer [cave 
dull this night, vpon my occaſion, he 
added immediarlyafter;ButWhes 
I #hell be riſen from the dead, 1 Will gos 
ts Galile beſore ou. As if he (hould 
haue ſaid, neither will I remaine. 
in death, nor (hall you periſh in 
that ſcandall; for Iwill riſe from 
the dead; & you being free from 
all danger ſhall follow mee. And 
Matt. 13. Luc. 21. hauing annoũced 
the extreme perſecutiõs, & tribus 
lations, which they were to ſuffer 
for preaching the Ghoſpeh he tels 
them wichall, of che admirable 
fruĩte which was to grow to thein 
thereby; namely the very prea- 
ching it: ſelfe rof the Ghoſpell; 
done thewhole sarth; and that it 
he 4 16 ſhould 
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Mould be beleeued, anchrece ĩued 
by all the nations af the- world. 
It would ſeem, that from ſũch im- 
pediments of perſecution, and 
death of: the preachers themſel- 
ues, it might follow tha they 
Mould nor be: able-to preach the 
Ghoſpell, nor perſwade any body 
to imbrace itz: and yet wee ſee, he 
ſaith, that ſo great fruit would 
follow that it ſhould be prea- 
ched, and receiued ouer the whole 
world; and that all nations were 
to be ſaued by their faith in it, & 
their obediencero it. 

This is that which wee are to 
coonſi der, and ponder in our tris 
builation ; namelythe admirable 

ftuite, and glorious end, to which 
we arriue thereby, and in contem- 
platon hereof, wer muſt animate 
our ſe lires co ſuſſè not only with 
Parence; hut euẽ wien ĩ oy. Soſaith 
theblefled Saint Mat: the Er9wee | us 
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Of Patience. Chap. 14. 205 
hen you ſhail be vexed, and 
Mall haue receiued ſome rempo» 
rall loſſe, or ſome affront, and 
diſhonour, doe not looke onely 
vpon the preſent ill, but caſt alſo 
Nout eye pon thoſe: dinine fa- 

- uours of grace, and glory, which 
hereafter you are to receiue for 
that ill; & you will certainly finds” 
that you ſhall gather abundant 
Fruit from tribulation; and that 
he uhe perſecures you; will prous 
the Ruthor ot great benedictions 
to you both in this life & the next. 
This alſo is aduiſed by Eccirſiaſti- 
cut c. iu. ſaying. In the daies of thy 
profpriity:, remEber thy miſery; 
 and:ihechoſerot. thy miſery; call 
thy proſperity to minde; for an 
eaſy thing it is, for, Cod to giue 
' query. one his paimenr, &reward; 
according to his workes, in the 
haure of his death. His meaning 
bs this, as Saint ry 
Pega n 


&f » 
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In thetime vhen thou haſt either 
temporall or fi ritual proſperity, 
remember the afflictĩions which 
| boos me. rr thee,cirherin body 
ule : that fo thy proſperity 
— not make thee proud, but 
that thou mayeſt be con ſerued in 


. humiliry. And ſo alſo, in the time 


of thy aduerfity,wherheri it be (pi. 
rituall or temporal , remember 

the bleſſings of grace, and diuine 

eonſolations, which thou haſt en» 

royed at other times; z and thoſe 

alſo which afterward thou maieſt 
receiue: that ſo thou be not diſ- 

maied ; nor ouercome with ſor- 

row, but maieſt ſuffer all kinde of 

affliction, wich Parience,and edu · 

rage. 

By this conſideration, doth S8. 
Faule animate vs, ro endure all the 
tribulacions ; and aduerſities of 
this life, with contentment and 


Rrengeh. — ſaying thus; 
Ch 


| 


Of Patience, Chap. 14; 207 
Oer. 4+ All che trouble and tribu- 
lation of this life „ bow long ſo- 
euer it may be accounred to laſt, . 
doth yet paſſeaway euẽ in a mo- 
mentzand is but light how heauy 


z 


ſoeyer it may ſeem; and (as a me- 
Aigtious cauſe; which is groun- 
de and riſes from the grace of 
Obrin our Lord,) it workes in vs 

an ineſtimable and moſt ſublime 
Vaight of glory, beyond all tbat 
which can be expreſſed, or euen 
conceiued; and which is not to 
| bb tempor all, but eternall..- 
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of other meanes whereby Þee are to 
obraine land conſerue rhevertue of | 
Patience, namely to conflder ont fin- 
nes, and to feſort to Ah bt God, 
for the remedy tbereo f. 


Nother, meanes which wed 

11 muſt vſe for the conſeruing 
of Patience imaduerſity, is to con- 
fider the many ſinnes which wee 
haue eommittedin this life; and 
how iuſtly wee deſerue the aduer- 
ſity, which we ſuffer forthe ſame, 
and indeed all theſe; which may 
poſſibly come vpon vs in this 
world; and to moue our ſelues to 
gompunction for the ſame, and 
euenro a deſire, that wee may be 
puniſhed for them by Almighty 
God, with mercy in this life. 
Obrist our Lord himſelfe, admo- 
b niſhed 


Of Patience. Chap. iy. 209 
niſhed vs of this meanes, in the 
holy Ghoſpel. There fell a Tower 
neer the Poole of diloe, by the 
Citty of leruſalem, which killed 
eighteene perſons; Luc. 13. and 
againe after this, ſome of the 64 
lileans, being in oblation of che 
Sacrifice of certaine beaſts, Pilati 
ſent out a ſquadroof ſoldiers who 
killed them, and ſo mingled their 
blood with che blood of the bealts 
which they had ſacrificed . Now 

when they related this accident 
to/Chrift our Lord, he ſaid thus to 
them. Dos not conctiue, that thoſe Ga- 
lileans Were the greateſt ſinners of al 
the Galileans, in reg ard that this ad- 
Kerfiry. of ſuddene death came thus vps 
them; for it is not ſo: but I ſay to you, 
that if you doe not penance , you all 
'#ball perich. And ſo alfo 4 not 
thin ke that thoſe cighteene men vpon 
ben the cover of Siloe fell, Werethe 
Nick eu men Who d xelt in A 
3 or 
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for it is not ſo , but I declare to you, 
that if you doe not penance you all 
ball perisb. | © 

By theſediuine ſpeeches, Cbrif 

our Lord taught vs two thinges. 
The one, that thoſe ſad accidẽts, 
and deaths, which men call di- 
ſaſtrous; doe many time come, 
in the way of puniſhment for 
finne; but yet, that God doth not 


2 alwaies puniſh ſinners in this life, 


with ſuch calamities as theſe;bur 
he dorh often, either reſerue ths 
for their puniſhment ĩn the other 
world, or els expect that they 
ſhould voluntarily doe penance, 
and ſo inflit ſome puniſhment 
vpon themſelues in this life. And 
ſecondly, he lets vs knowe, that 
when ſuch afflictions and tribu- 
lations happentoothers;we mult 


be ſure to enter into our owns 


ſoules, and to conſider the ſinnes 
which wee haut committed, and 
2 8 how 


Of Patience, Chap. if, Tit 
how iuſtly wee merit all kinde of 
puniſhment for them; & we muſt 
concelue in our hearts, a great re- 
| pentance and grief, for hauing 
committed them; & in penance; 
and ſatisfaction for the ſame, we 
muſt puniſh and mortify our bo- 
dies, with penall workes; and be 
wil ing. to accept wharſoeuer 
troubles or tribulations, it may 
pleaſe Cod to ſend vs, 
A moſt certaĩne truth it ĩs, that 
Dod ſends aduerſity to his true, 
and faichfull ſeruants ( who yer 
haue ſinned in this life) to the end 
that ſuffering them with Patience, 
ey may diſcharge, and ſatisfy 
far thoſe finnes, which they haus 
gommitred. As that holy Virgin 
Zara con feſſed, ſaying, 166,3.Ble(- 
ſed be thou 6 Cod of our fathers; 
for that when thou art offended 
with vs, and doeſt ſend vs trou- 
dle . 
thou 
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thou ſheweſt great mercy towards a t 
vs; For in the time of tribulation, N 
' wherby thou puniſheſt, thou par- Miet 
doneſt the ſinnes of them who in · {8 

uoke thy name with a true heart, Mies 
Thus doth God proceed with mi, | 
by meanes of tribulation. Some | 
who are in finne , he induces by 
this meanes todo penance,wher- 
by they grow to be free from the 
offences, into which they had fal- 
lenz and ſuch as are in the ſtare of j 
grace, he occaſions to exerciſe pa. 
fience, 'wheteby he deliuers them 
from thoſe penalties, which they 
had incurred for their former ſin - 
nes. And ſo great care hath Cod, 
to ſnhew this mercy to this elect, 
that he permits other men, either 


through ignorance, or malice, NA. 
to afflict and trouble them; and 
by occaſion, and vnder the title Mon 
of faults which they haue not co- J® 
mitted in tlie fight of God, Iuſt FAY 
J a hs Ki 
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2s the brethren of Ioſeph, Exod. 1. 
ho finding themſelues to be af- 
ſlicted, and puniſhed in Ægyyt, for 
he ſuppoſed offence of being 
ſpies , which they had not com- 
mitted;came to know that indeed 
God ſent them that puniſhment, 
forthe ſinne which they had cõ- 
wered , in ſelling their brother. 
ind ſo they confeſſed it ſaying. 
M punis hment is iuſtiy inflicted on vs; 
Ves baue ſinned againſt onr bro- 
Mrz and this trouble 13 come vpon vs 
tbat finne. Saint Efrem relateth 
NRimſelfe that being a boy and 
Ving into the fields to play, he 
ed a calfe of another mans 
vnard;and threw ſo many ſtones 
FK. as chat he killed ic at length. 
„aodvalking about a moneth af- 
ttbrough that field againe, he 
Hout to take him reſt amongſt 
me ſhepheards, who were loo- 
ing to their flockes ; a parte of 

| which 
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which flocke was wanting that 
night, for it had bene ſcattered 
by ſome rauenous beaſts. The 
Lords of the flocke, thought they 

had been theeues, who did that 
hurt, & chat Efrem was ſome Ca- 
merade of theirs . They accuſe Þ* 
him, and take him for a theefe. & 
Andwhileſt he was in priſon and] Nr 
much afflicted, an Angell appez - 
red to him in his ſleepe, demaun- n 
dingithe cauſe of his being there. e 
He anſwered, that he had been] 0 


Then the Angell ſaid;I know vel. 
that thou art free from any fault“ 
in this; but remember that thou of. 
madeſt a fault not long agoe, in 
killing the calfe of that poore ] ine 
man; and ſo thou wilt ſee, that n 


f jo Patience. Chap. ij. 218 

vere there impriſoned, for offen- 
ces which indeed they had not 
committed; but they had com- 
mitted other ſinnes , in regard 
4 whereof God ſent them that pu- 


niſhment, which they had iuſtly V 
> deſerued . The Angell vaniſhed; q 
_ CEfrem ſpeaking after with thoſe N 
- priſoners , found that to be true 
which the Angell had told him; 
- andthey were executed for offen- 
ces which they had not commit- 
- ted; and ſatisfled thus for others, 
" which had been committed by 
them. 
= Theſe are the iuſt iudgments 
of God, whereby he gouernes the 
5 orld, and addreſſes his ele to 
the end of eternall happines, for 
vhich he choſe them. And from 
1 nee wee muſt learne, to thinke 
olily of God, in all choſe tribu- 
1 t 3 aduerſi ties, vhich he 
I ſend vs in this life; confeſ- 


ſing, 


216 4 short treatiſe 
fing and acknowledging that he 
proceedes moſt iuſtly with vs;be- 
cauſe for our ſinnes wee deſerue 
thoſe puniſhmers which he ſends 
vs, yea and others which are in- 
comparably greater. And we muſt 
know & confeſſe moreouer , that 
herein he ſhewes vs an vnſpeak- 
able kinde of mercy; for as much 
as by the light, and ſhort puniſh- 
ments of this life, he not onely 
deliuers vs from thoſe fierce pai - 
nes of Purgatory, but alſo from 
the eternall torments of Hell. 
Thus did that holy Tobias pro- 
ceed in the tribulations, which 
Cod ſent him; for he receiued the 
willingly for his finnes;and ack- 
nowledged that the puniſhment 
vas very iuſt, & that he deſerued 
both that, & a farre greater. And 
he acknowledged that God ſheu- 
ed him a ſoueraigne kind of mer- 


cy, for as much as he puniſhed 
him; 
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* t ſo he might deliuer him 


both from the faults, and from 
the penalties, alſo which he had 
incurred thereby; ſo to ſaue him 

in the ed. This Jock he cofeſle by 
ſaying thus, Tob. 3. luſt art thou, 

Lord, and all thy judgments 
are very iuſt; for if ve haue been 
delivered into the hands of our 
enemies, to be made captiues and 
to bedeftroyed and killed bythe, 
' | and to become the very ſcorne of 


3 nations, it is becauſe we haue 


ned againſt thee, in not keep= 

1124 hy comaundments, nor con- 

derfing with a pare hart in thy 

Preſence. And further, con Ws, 
4 1 mercy whereu jth Co 


po them for their net 4 
e faith, Tes. 13. Our Lo 


| Wi- 
ſhes Vs fon our ſinnes, ple rhe 
fame Lord ſhall ſaue ve for his 
Wercies ſake: After this thabhet, 
D eee pledge of bur finires; 

10 K and 
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and of the puniſhment which ve 
deſerue for theſame, wee are to 
embrace all thoſe aduerfiries. 
which Gad may ſend vs in this 
life, with much Patience, yea and 
wee muſt praiſe, and thanke him 
for them. 
Another, and a veryefficacious 
meanes, whereby wee muſt helpe 
our ſelues to ſuffer all tribulation 
with Patience, is inſtantly to reſort 
to Almighty God in any affli- 
con of ours, whether it be great 
or ſmall ; beſeeching him, with 
our whole hearts, that he will 


chongh it be lau full to deſire 
God, that he will rake the tti- 


a 


Jn : Ah the winde to ceaſe 
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Sur ſaluation: )yet this is not ne- 
z but our better ſuite is to 
Jennie vs to endure 
Ir, and ouercome it. 
When Saint Peter, with the beate 
vf Chrift our Lord, begã to walke 
on the water, Matt. 14. and 
hen he found, that a ſtiffe winds 
Tifen, he grew troubled, and 


Uſſtruſtfull; and began'to fi ncke; 


Aud our Lord to deliuer him out 
krhat great danger of drowing, 


ſoftome obſer- 
tth his hand, 
A a1 im thetewithi 
an made ulm "watts vpon the 
water, till he bror:ght him backs 
*o the'(hip . Now this miſt wee 
Sep of Cod in our troubles, nam- 
N t bat he will take vs by the had, 


a aud chat he will vouchifaſfe vs his 


2 het eand fauour; that ſo ouraf- 
ns may doe vs no hurt; but 
. 
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that ſuffering them with Patience, 
they may yeeld great fruite to 
our ſoules, and be of much glory 
to Almighty God. This is that 


which David Pſal 117. begged of 


God in his tribulations; and that 
which he defired and begged, he 
alſo obtained, as himſelfe affir- 
med ſaying. In my tribulation 
I called vpon my Lord and my 
God, and cryed outtohim in the 
moſt internall part of my heart: |. 
and he, of his infinite mercy, | + 
heard my voice from that holy | 
temple of his, which is heauen: 
and heaccepted my prayer, and 


imparted that fauour which Ide- 


fired. 

Beſides theſe meanes, there is 
Jet another, which is very effe- 
ctuall, towards the obtaining of 
Patience, and it is to ponder pro- 


foungly well, how all the contra- 


ditions and puniſhments which | 
- hapfen | 


| of Patience. Chap. ts, N 
"happen to vs in this life, be or- 
dained by the prouidẽce of G od, 
and are ſent vs by his holy band, 
for our 2 And (beſides thoſe 

'pther reſtimonies , whereby wee 
haue proued this truch elsw here) 
Cbriſt our Lord declared it in his 
holy Ghoſpell ſaying thus. Matt. 
10. Feare not, for all the haires of your 
Heads are numbred . The meaninge 
is, that God hath ſo particular 
care , and prouidence ouer you, 
khat he hath counted euen all the 
haires of your heads, and knowes 
the number of them allzand there 
4s nothing done, even concer- 
ning any of them, which he or- 
daines not, for the good of that 
man, who puts his confidence in 
Him. Now if Almighty God con- 
rue the memory and care of fo 
ght and triuiall rhinges, as are 

the haires of our head ( which 
we but for the ornament of 
a K 3 men, 
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men, and which alihough chey 14 
be cut off, doe not pur the parties 
to any paine, ) and this ſo faire, 
as that euen one of them muſt 
not be cut, or loſt, without his 
pleaſure; how much more tender 
Care will he take of the life , and 
faluation of that man, who puts 
his truſt in him; and of all thoſe 
principall thinges, which belong 
to him, that he may conſerue, 
and cheriſh, and ordaine them 
for the good of his ſoule; and not 

permit that he be put to the leaſt 
preiudice without his pleaſure; 

and that what ſoeuer happens to 

him, in order to his temporal 

affaires, may proue to the good 

and remedy of his ſoule; and for 

the doing al that which is fit for 
the carrying him on, to the end 
of eternall felicity, for which he 
= created. 


This is che nature of Patienci 
Ht whereof 
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" Of Patience Chap. 16. — 
whereot wee haue ſpoken; and 
| Pete are the moſt excellent ef- 
fs, and frui:s thereof. Theſe 
gare the meanes , 
be obtained, and theſe aie the ex- 
r ſamples » whereby wee haue been 
taught 1 it by Chriſt our Lord. Let 
) 
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vs therfore procure to obtaine it, 


and moreouer to eXxercile it to- 


wards the whole uorld; com- 
plying with that which the Apo- 
fle ſaich thus to Timothy, ep. I. c. 
6. Embrace, and excrciſe Patience dili- 

5 h. And that alſo,which he ſaith 
to the Theſſal. ep. I. c. 5. be patient, 

| and ſeffer at the hands of all men. By 

| this moſt pretious vertue of Pa- 
mnence, wee (hall obtaine, and con- 
ferue all the gifts of God, and be- 
tome ſuperiours to all our ene- 
mies. For Patience will fartify vs 
In the confeſſion of our Faith, a- 
Sainſt tirants; giving Vs ſtrength 
$0 endure all their torments. a- 
1 fence 


whereby it is to 
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tience con ſerues the ſupernaturall 
loue of God, and of our neigh- 
bour; for it giues vs courage to] 
reſiſt all thoſe chinges which are 


contrary to charity. Panence con- 
ferues and giues perfection to 
wiſedome;taking away thoſe im- 
pediments of anger, and ſorrow, 


builds vp abſtinence, and tempe- 
rance; inabling a mar to ſutfer 
hunger, and thirſt, and to bring 


fenſual appetites into ſubiection. | 
Patience defends juſtice, encreaſes 


hamiliry, conferues peace, and 
purity of heart; and giues perſe- 
uerance in all vertue . And ſo it 
fulfilles that, whereof Saint lame 
ebap.1. faith that it makes the Worke 

ck; becauſe it giues perfe- 
ion, and complerenes ro all the 
vertues. 
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chey who poſſeſſe thee, For * 
alt 


which obſcure the ſoule. Patience || 


art the vertue, which giueſt per- 
ſeuerance in all good things;and 
which openeſt the way to heauen, 
where wee may ſee with perfect 


Ny. & delight wirh ſupreme 


Joue , in that infinite beauty of 
God; and poſſeſſe for euer thoſe 
f gifres of glory, which he hath 

ouided for them who continue 
prov ſeruice, according to that 


which our Lord promiſed ſayings 
He Who perſeucrs 80 the end, sball be 


__ 
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